Excursus 1: The Office of the Apostle.

1.
Importance of the office (3)

a.
If we understand the Apostolate we will have no problems later in explaining the events of Acts.

b.
When we really understand what an Apostle was, we will strip away one of the greatest arguments for the continuance of miraculous gifts.

c.
Most people today are claiming to be Apostles.

2.
Meaning of "Apostle"

a.
It has various meanings outside of New Testament literature.

b. When the word is used in the New Testament, it refers to the office of the Apostle, who has been commissioned by Christ with his authority.

3.
Qualifications of an Apostle (5)

a. A person had to receive a direct call from the Lord Jesus.

b. Be a witness of the ministry of Jesus (Acts 9).

c. Recipient of divine revelation (Eph.3).

d. Everything he was given through his Apostleship was inerrant because he was speaking as God's mouthpiece (with God's divine revelation).

e. Had to have the ability to perform miracles (Heb.2; 2 Cor.12)

(For more qualifications see David Farnell’s Article in the Masters Journal)

4.
Applications.

a. Apostolic succession (RCC) – the office of the Apostle is not being passed down today 

1)
(the main denomination that are involved in Apostolic succession are the Roman Catholics).

2)
This theory did not originate until the 3rd century, so how could it possibly be correct if the Apostles did not choose or select anyone to succeed them.

3)  Furthermore, if they did ordain Apostles to follow them, there should be some kind of record that they did.

b. Beliefs of some in the modern charismatic movement and most in the faith movement.

1) Some do not believe, but some do.

2) The faith movement is many times seen on religious TV programs.

a) It views faith as a power force with which one can create reality.

b) In 1990, 500 million people regularly watch these teachers (i.e. Benny Hinn, Copelands, etc.)

c) This movement has its roots in the Pentecostal movement (which began with the Azusa street revival in 1906).

d) Two great emphasis of Pentecostalism are:

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

· Speaking in tongues.

e) Independent preachers of the movement wanted to do more, so they started to heal the sick and other things.

f) That movement was called Neo-Pentecostalism, it gave way to the Latter Rain movement (i.e. Rod Parsley).

· They refer to the five-fold ministry which believes that all five offices in Ephesians 4 are being restored today.

· Oral Roberts claimed that the church had to restore these five offices for the church to maturity, furthermore, he also said that Jesus would not return if these five offices are not at their fullest potential.

c. If there is no longer the office of Apostles, then this shows that at least one of the gifts was temporary.  If one was, there can be more.

Excursus 2: The Kingdom

1. Introductory thoughts.

a. The understanding of the kingdom will help us to interpret chapters 1-2 of Acts.

b. The kingdom theme is one of the greatest themes throughout Scripture.

c. The core idea of the kingdom is the divine rule.

2. There are two aspects to the kingdom.

a. Eternal aspect (3 characteristics).

1) Timeless – God has always been king, ruled, possessed absolute sovereignty (Ps.10:16; 29:10; Jer.10:10).

2) Universal – There is nothing that is outside of God's rule.

3) Represents God's immediate rule – God will rule or exercise his authority directly.

b. Theocratic kingdom (3 characteristics).

1) Temporal – there are periods of time when the theocratic kingdom is not; it will come and it will go.

2) Local – it will be in a particular area.

3) Mediated kingdom – God will rule through a representative that He has chosen.

3. Understanding the theocratic kingdom.

a. In Acts, we are concerned with the theocratic kingdom.

b. The Garden of Eden was the first theocratic kingdom – God was ruling through Adam.

1) Adam and Eve were given a test to see if they can rule the kingdom.

2) The rest of the story is the rivalry between the two kingdoms.

c. Tracing the kingdom through other Mediators to follow after Adam.

1) Abram (Gen.12:1-3).

2) Moses (Exodus ch.2).

3) Joshua.

4) Prophets and Judges (The 400 years of silence between testament begin when God stops sending the prophets; the last being Malachi).

5) John the Baptist (He is taking about the kingdom theme of the O.T. that stopped during the 400 years of silence).

6) Jesus (He would not come again until repentance was come, he was already rejected by his people).

· Jerry believes that whenever the N.T. talks about the kingdom, it is talking about the theocratic kingdom.

· In Acts, the transition is made from the kingdom to the church.

d. Some Concerns that are raised.

1) Are we minimizing the cross? No, whether Jesus accepted or rejected the kingdom, the events of the cross will still have happened because Christ still would have had to fulfill his work in the O.T.

a) The work of the Messiah in the O.T was four-fold:

· Suffer (die/buried)

· Time of trouble (tribulation)

· Return.

· Institute the kingdom.

b) If the Jews did not crucify Christ, then most likely the Romans would have.

2) Is there any spiritual basis for the kingdom? Isn't just a spiritual thing?

· Every theocratic form had a spiritual aspect and spiritual base to it.

3) What's the point of evangelist or missionaries?

a) When the kingdom comes, it should be populated by us.

b) The more obedient we are now, the more richly we will be rewarded.

Excursus 3: Spirit's Baptism

1. Definition: non-experiential, unrepeated work of the Holy Spirit at regeneration (salvation) in which all believers identify them with Christ and each other.

2. Spirit baptism is something that is non-experiential because it deals with position.

a. Do not mean it is not real.

b. Something that is not accompanied by any kind of emotion.

c. At salvation we may or may not have feeling (there is nothing wrong with emotion).

3. It is unrepeated.

a. Occurs at the moments of regeneration.

b. We are not put in and taken out.

4. Involves every true believer (1 Cor.12:13).

5. Identifies the individual with the body of Christ (Romans 6:1-4).

6. It is one of the works preformed by the Holy Spirit.  Lewis Sperry Chafer Vol. 3 p 234

7. Biblical data concerning the Spirit's baptism:

a. Never mentioned in the O.T. (inference for the non-existence of the church in the OT).

b. Spirit baptism is prophesied in the gospels (Mt.3:11; Mk.1:8; Lk.3:16; Jn.1:33; Acts 1:5).

c. It would not occur until the Father descended into heaven.

d. The prophesies given in the gospel were historically fulfilled in the book of Acts.

e. Epistles give the theological explanation of Spirit baptism (Rom.6:1-4; 1 Cor.12:12-13).

8. It is better to speak of baptism by the Spirit rather than in the Spirit.

a. Pentecostals believe in a second work of grace called "baptism in the Spirit," they believe that they are placed in the realm of the spirit.

b. They are inconsistent with the translation of the preposition (en).

9. Spirit baptism is often confused with other works of the Holy Spirit.

10. It is never commanded.

a. Eph.5 = commands us to be filled with the Spirit.

b. Never found in Scripture.

Excursus 4: Significance of the Ascension 

1. The end of the earthly ministry.

2. Christ begins His priestly ministry.

· "priest" = one who intercedes on the behalf of another.

3. The coming of the Holy Spirit.

· How we view Christ's presence on earth will affect the way we observe the Lord's Supper.

4. Beginning of the Apostle's ministry.

5. Marks the restoration of the trinity.

· Restoration of Christ into the immediate presence of God.

· Not talking about no trinity.

6. First glorified man.

7. Gives insight into the second coming.

8. Arguments against pretorism.

· There are different brands of pretorists.

· They believe that all prophecy was fulfilled in AD 70 (this is becoming a very popular view of prophecy).

Excursus 5: The Meaning of the Day of Pentecost

1. The Spirit is always active.

a. Exodus 31 & 35 = empowering the craftsmen to build the tabernacle.

b. Judges 6 = empowered Gideon.

c. Judges 13-15 = came on Samson (4 different occassions).

2. A parallel between the tabernacle and the church (Exodus 40:33b, 34-35).

a. The structure of the tabernacle was transformed and fitted for its mission in the world when the Lord filled it with his glory.

b. God now has a new building (Eph.2, 1 Pet – "living stones")

c. At Pentecost, the glory of God came down through the Holy Spirit to enable the church to fulfill its mission of taking the gospel to the world.

3. Propositions.

a. Residence.

1) The Holy Spirit takes permanent residence in the new formed church (the people of God).

2) In the OT, the Spirit came on people and maybe even indwelt the person, but it was only temporary.

3) John 14:16, the Spirit will keep on remaining with you forever.

4) John 16:7, if Christ does not go away, the Holy Spirit will not come.

5) 1 Corinthians 3, the corporate church is the temple in which the Holy Spirit dwells.

6) 1 Corinthians 6, the individual is a temple of the Holy Spirit.

b. Once-for-all, unrepeatable event.

1) One of the great lacks of those who are in these movements is their failure to see the historical setting and the theological context of what God is doing.

2) They fail to note:

a) The Holy Spirit can only be sent once.

b) Pentecost is a new way of God working in the world.

c) Event that is never repeated.

d) Those who claim Pentecost has been repeated have selective memories as to what took place and how it happened.

· what – wind, fire, speaking in tongues.

· how – by the prophesy of Jesus & answered prayer in the upper room.

e) Fail to note the parallel between the beginning of God's work with Israel and the beginning of God's work through the church.

f) Many events in the biblical record are not repeated – just because it happened does not mean it needs to be repeated.

g) Lack of discernment about how to interpret narrative.

· Epistolary literature of the NT (Ephesians – series of prescriptions, we do what it says.

· Narrative/historical (Joshua – we can glean principles, but not as a prescriptive document as in Ephesians).

c. Marks the coming of the Holy Spirit in all his ministries.

d. Marks the first occurrence of the baptism by the spirit.

e. Beginnings of a new economy (new way of God working).

f. Presentation of the gospel to all people (both Jew and Gentile).

Excursus 6: The Issue of Tongues

1. Question #1: What were the tongues in Acts 2 and are they the same as the tongues in 1 Corinthians?

a. Five views on the tongues in Acts 2:

1) 1st view – expository preaching (1950s) (not widely held view).

2) 2nd view – it was a hearing miracle, not a speaking miracle (advocates: G.C. Morgan).

3) 3rd view – reference to ecstatic speech, uncontrolled emotion, gibberish (advocates: Rackam, Gillmore, F.F. Bruce).

4) 4th view – known foreign languages (advocates: Barnes, Lang, Lenski, Hodge, A.T. Robertson, Cranfield).

5) 5th view – tongues are sometimes ecstatic speech and sometimes foreign languages (common view) (advocates: most charasmatics, Gaebelein, Ellicott, Groshide, Morris, Custer, Kent, Ryrie).

b. Dr. Hullinger's view:

1) 3 categories for the Greek word (glossa)

a) Physical tongue.

b) Languages.

c) Ecstatic speech, unintelligible sounds.

2) Ecstatic speech – they are drawing from pagan literature only.

3) In the Classical Greek and the LXX, the word refers to the physical organ of the tongue, something that is shaped like a tongue, or a language.

4) Sometimes in the New Testament (glossa) is used for the physical organ of the tongue (Mk.7:33; Lk.16:24), others times glossa refers to tongue shapes.  Whenever else we find glossa it is referring to a known language (as in Acts 2 and 1 Corinthians 14).  If the gift of tongues is given today, it should be a known language.

5) Support for his view:

a) glossa – the vast majority of times it is used it means a known language, this is the normal use of the word.

b) In Acts 2:6, Luke uses the word dialekto" (translated as "langauge").  Luke is defining what the tongues were, they were dialects; he is using the word interchangeably.

c) In Acts 2:9-11, Luke mentions the names of many peoples.

d) Acts 2 is the first historical instance of tongues speaking in the Bible and this is the only passage that explains it -–this passage should set the standard for the later passages.

e) Every time in Acts, tongues is always in the plural form – that would suggest a multiplicity of languages, therefore it could not be gibberish (you don't have different kinds of gibberish).

f) The second instance of tongues in Acts 10 is explained in Acts 11.  Peter relates Acts 10 to Acts 2.

g) Acts 19 – third instance – it uses the same terminology in Acts 2.

h) No reason to change in 1 Corinthians.

i)  Interpretation of tongues – must mean translated; would fit better with a known language.

j) Issue of control – tongues were something that one could control, not ecstatic, out-of-control speech.

k) "Tongues of men and of angels" 

Explanation

· Hypothetical

· The common noun “tongues”

· Angelic speech in scriptures is always in an understood language

l) Acts is written after 1 Corinthians.

m) It is perceived as something that is miraculous.  Speaking in babble is not a miracle, anyone can do that.

n) Genesis 11, this is the only other miracle concerning speech – and the one speech is changed into many languages.

o) When Paul is talking about tongues in 1 Corinthians 14, he is referring to Isaiah 28.  In Isaiah 28 Paul refers to Assyrian language and not ecstatic speech.

c. Definition of Tongues – it is the supernatural ability to speak in a known language that was not previous known.

2. Question #2: Who spoke in tongues?

a. It was either the 120, or just the 12 Apostles, probably just the 12 – reasons why:

1) In 2:1, "they" refers back to the Apostles in 1:26.

2) It is assumed that the 12 were always in the company of the 120.

a) 2:7 – all were Galileans.

b) 2:11 – angel calls them "men of Galilee."

c) Charge of drunkenness would not be brought against women, this is if the text was speaking about the 120.

d) The 120 is never mentioned again after Acts 1.

3) Prophesy of the coming of the Holy Spirit was only for the Apostles.

3. Question #3: What is the purpose of tongues.

a. 1st view: evangelistic

· Reasons why this view is not true.

1) Two trade languages of the day, it was not necessary for tongues in all languages because most people knew the two languages (Greek and Arabic).

2) Does not fit the stated purpose of tongues in 1 Corinthians 14.

3) In Acts 10 & 19, there were no unbelievers present.

b. 2nd view: devotional.

1) Charasmatics and pentecostals stress the private use of tongues; they say this draws them closer to God, they can communicate with God better when they pray in tongues.

2) Reasons why this is view is not right.

a) Paul's instructions in 1 Corinthians presumes that tongues are being used in the assembly.

b) Contrary to the purpose of spiritual gifts.

c) According to 1 Cor 12:30, even if we allow this to be in existence today, this means that some cannot get as close to God as others.

d) Does not fit with the book of Acts, no one is alone doing this.

c. Dr. Hullinger's view:

1) 1 Corinthians 14:21 quotes Isaiah 28:11 – this is a prophesy of a coming invasion of the Assyrian army.

a) Isaiah's point – hearing the speech of the Assyrians was sign that his prophesy would be fulfilled.

b) Paul says that tongues are a sign of judgement.

c) In 14:22 Paul beings with the conjunction "so then," – he is going to draw an application from Isaiah 28: tongues are for a sign, tongues serve as a sign.

d) A sign is something that authenticates something else, it points to something; it is a sign to the unbeliever.

2) Purpose of tongues:

a) Tongues would serve as a sign of authentication of the message of the Apostles.  Most non-charamatics would accept this view.

b) Tongues was a sign of judgement to unbelieving Israel (better explanation).

· Remember that Acts is book of transition.

· There is a shift from the program because of Israel's rejection (Luke 21).  Jesus said that Jerusalem would be trodden down under the Gentiles.  Peter's Pentecost sermon, he told Israel to save themselves from this crooked and perverse generation.

· Therefore, speaking in tongues would be God's grace – giving unbelieving Israel a chance to repent and accept Christ.

4.
Question #4: Have tongues ceased?

a. 10 reasons why tongues have ceased:

1) The purpose of tongues would no longer be valid for today.  The generation that rejected Christ received judgment in 70 A.D.

2) In the three gift lists in the NT, tongues is only mentioned in 1 Corinthians.  This is an earlier epistle, so tongues were already in the process of ceasing (weak argument).

3) Their should be a pattern of tongue throughout church history.  We actually find sporadic outbreaks of them that are associate with questionable movements.

4) Pentecost has not been repeated.

5) This has been the majority view throughout church history.

6) Modern tongues does not resemble biblical tongues.  People are not speaking in a known language.  Even if we grant the two-fold view of tongues, were is the  language part; most often we find the ecstatic part.

7) Why are translators used? If Benny Hinn goes to Germany to preach, why does he need an interpreter from English to German.  If he claims to speak in tongues, why does he not speak the language.

8) The issue of signs (2 Cor.12; Heb.2) – since the Apostles laid the foundation of the church, the office of the Apostle would be passed off as well.

9) Method – people in the modern tongues movement are taught how to speak in tongues; in the Bible, people had immediate ability to speak in tongues.

10) Lack of record – no indication of Christ speaking in tongues; there is no record in church history of other saints speaking in tongues.  If speaking in tongues is necessary in getting closer to God, then all the famous saints of old fall short.

b. Three final admonitions – if we agree that tongues has not ceased, then lets practice speaking in tongues the way it ought to be done, the biblical way.

1) Not everyone should speak in tongues (1 Cor.12:29-30 – are all apostle, prophets, teachers, do all speak in tongues?  There is a negative response implied).  This is total opposite to the modern tongues movement.

2) Tongues are put on the low end of the priority list (1 Cor.12-14).  Paul downplays tongues as compared to other gifts.

3) Lets follow the way that tongues are to be used in the church: orderly fashion, not more than three, need an interpreter.

5.
Question #5: How to we explain what it happening today?

a. Tongues can be learned.

b. They are usually private not public.

c. We can't rule out the demonic.

d. Psychological or hypnotic.

Excursus 7: Filling of the Holy Spirit

1. Negatively – what it is not.

a. Not spirit baptism – 6 distinctions between spirit baptism and spirit filling.

1) Spirit baptism occurs once, spirit fill can be repeated.

2) Spirit baptism is non-experiential (something that is objective, you cannot feel it; it deals with our position), spirit filling is something that can be demonstrated.

3) No one is ever commanded to be baptized by the spirit, but people were commanded to be filled with the spirit.

4) Spirit baptism is true of all believers, spirit filling is not.

5) Results of each are different.

6) Conditions of each are different.

b. Spirit filling is not spirit indwelling.

c. Spirit filling is not the sealing of the spirit.  In Ephesians 1-2, Paul speaks about the sealing of the spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the seal that authenticates us as a child of God.

d. Spirit filling is not the witness of the spirit.  Witness is a feeling, an experience.(Quest for Godliness by JI Packer)   

2. Positively – what it is.

a. There are three categories of filling.

1) Endowment for office (this is not operative today)

a) John the Baptist.

b) Saul.

c) Jesus.

2) Endowment for an immediate task; power for a certain occasion (this is operative today). 

a) Lk.1 – Zechariah and Elizabeth.

b) Acts 4 – Peter and the entire church.

c) Acts 7 – Stephen.

d) Acts 13 – Paul.

· This aspect of filling is under the sovereign hand of God (i.e. Matt. 10 – when the disciples are arrested, great preacher of old – Lloyd-Jones, Whitefield, etc).

3) A State of Spiritual Obedience

3. The “filling” or “coming upon” in the OT.

a. Ezekiel 2:2

b. Prophecy I Sam 10:6

c. Fulfill ministry Ex 28:3

1)  The terms –


Heb “Falling upon,” “coming upon,” “empowering,”


Grk (LXX) “to fill” or “to be full”

3) Four observations

a) Sometimes referring to the temple – God filling

b) Eshatological dimension – the whole earth filled w/ His glory

c) In reference to a corporate revival of Isreal

d) Individual dimension of the coming of the Spirit

4. The filling in Ephesians 5:18 

a.
This is the only reference to filling in the Pauline Epistles

b.
(Definition) It refers to a person who is mature and godly, a person who through the 

enabling of the Holy Spirit is living in obedience to the Word of God and producing the       

fruits of the spirit.

d. This is meant to be an abiding condition of the purpose of God (this should be the normal 

Christian life).

e. Acts 6 – men were to be full of the Holy Spirit.  This is not an endowment for an immediate task, rather this is the third category – an abiding condition, this should be their testimony.

f. Acts 7 – Barnabus lived in a condition of fullness.

g. Ephesians 5:18

-- "filled" is the present tense – suggesting something that is continual or a state (an 

abiding condition).

-- "filled" is in the passive voice (some say middle) – stating that the subject is acted 

upon by someone else.

-- "filled" is also in the imperative mood.  Normally the imperative mood will have the 

idea of a command – we are commanded to be filled with the spirit.

-- The key to the Christian life is a cooperative effort – by God and by us.

Phil. 2:12 – our part

Phil. 2:13 – God's part

-- "filled" is sometimes interpreted as "controlled" (not the best word).

-- Filling has the sense of coming into a sphere of influence where we are permeated by something; as we do our part in the Christ life that will bring the full measure of the work of the spirit.

-- In Ephesians, Paul has already used fullness terminology previously to 5:18.





1:10 – fullness of time.





1:23 – fullness of him.

-- Realm of the spirit – it is God's revelation in his Word, this is the area of his activity.  Colossians is often called the twin of Ephesians (is has 82 reference to Ephesians and 3/5 of Colossians can be found in Ephesians).  Notice the similarities in these verses.

Fullness will result in Ephesians 5:19.

Letting the word of God dwell in you will result in Colossians 3:17.

-- Imperative – what we do, passive – what God does

Imperative side – Colossians 3:17

Passive side – Ephesians 5:19

-- Results of filling -  There is no crisis, but just the normal process of sanctification.

Edification – in the church setting.

Worship – making melody in your heart to the Lord

Thanksgiving – thankful for all things.

Submission – submit one to another (where God has placed us)

-- How would these men know that these 7 were filled with the H.S. – they knew by the results.

-- This has a corporate emphasis.  It may be applied individually, but the primary point of emphasis is corporate.

-- Ecclesiology, not anthropology.  Look at the book – UNITY – amongst what, amongst the believers (church).

5.  The “filling” in Luke/Acts

a. The two key words:

· pleroo

· pimplemi

“to fulfill,” “to complete,” “to fill” – used in relation to the Holy Spirit.  
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b.
Luke
1:15; 1:41; 1:67


c.
Acts
2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 9:17; 13:53

· pleres – “to be full” – Lk 4:1; Acts 6:3,5; 7:55; 11:24

6.  Putting the filling in perspective.

a. “Two Stage” theology – post conversion experience that provides grace for walking daily.

· Some puritans (Sealers) D. Martyn Lloyd Jones – Joy Unspeakable
· Keswick – if we yield everything to God, we will step onto a higher plain

· Pentecostal movement

b. All Christians have the Spirit.

· The Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance.  Engagement ring.  

· We all have Him indwelling us.  

· Gives us a personal testimony that we are His.  

· The Spirit gives us access to the Father.  

· Spirit makes intercession for us.  

· We can know and understand things of God through the Spirit.

c. The Spirit is sufficient. Gal 5:16

d. Filling is not an event (3rd category)

e. We don’t need to seek anything

f. Not a “struggling” concept.

g. The general framework is  the corporate community

h. Only one place in Epistles

Excursus 8: The Beginning of the Church

1. "Church" occurs over 20 times in the book of Acts.

2. The noun "ekklesia" is used 4 different ways in the Bible.

a. In the LXX, it is used to refer to the nation of Israel (Dt.18:16; Neh.13:1).

b. Used of a convened assembly in the city of Ephesus (Acts 19:39).

c. Riotous mob (Acts 19:32,41).

d. Refers to the redeemed of the present age (most common).

3. The church has its origins in the mind of God, but the debate is when did the church begin historically? There are four views:

a. Started with Adam – it includes every saint of every age (this is the view of most of the Protestant Reformers).

b. Started with Abraham and his seed – the view of most covenant theologians (they do not make a distinction between Israel and the church, they are one in the same).

c. Started with Christ during his earthly ministry (Richard Clearwaters and other Baptist theologians are the major proponents of this view).

d. Ultra-dispensational view – this view argues that there are two churches:

1) Jewish church – began in Acts 2 at Pentecost.

2) Gentile church – started after Pentecost, associated with the ministry of Paul.

Jerry’s View

e. The Day of Pentecost (4 supports)

1) Ephesians 3 – Paul talk about the mystery.

a) Mystery does not refer to something that is spooky or mysterious, rather it is referring to a truth which can only be known by revelation.  Specifically, the mystery has not been revealed in the past, but has now been revealed.

b) Mystery does not refer to Gentile salvation (God told Abraham all would be blessed, city of Ninevah, etc.)

c) Mystery which had not been revealed is that the Jews and Gentiles would be joined together into one body on equal footing.

d) Because of this, the church could not have been revealed in the OT.

e) An accusation to this view: the church came as an afterthought ("plan B"), however God had it planned long before the ages.

2) Matthew 16:18.

a) He uses the future tense.

b) Matthew's gospel is to present Jesus as king.

c) This statement occurs after his rejection.

d) The three times the church is used it is always used in the future tense.

3) A body cannot function without a head.

a) A church cannot function without gifts.

b) Christ did not become the functioning head until his ascension and the gifted offices were not given until the ascension.

c) The church began when Christ ascended to the Father.

4) Baptism by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.12:13).

a) John 7, 14-16 – the Holy Spirit would not be given in this sense until Christ ascended to the Father.

b) In Acts 1:5 – the H.S. still has not come yet (Christ says, "not many days hence" – referring to Pentecost).

Excursus 9: Citation from Joel

Three views:

1. Fulfillment in the Christian era (essentially at Pentecost).

a. Joel 2 starts at Pentecost and inaugurates at the "last days."

b. The "last days" begins with the 1st advent (Jn.1:1 – the incarnation, when God starts to reveal himself).

c. However, the way in which this view interprets prophecy is in a non-literal manner (if we accept the view, we must allegorize what Joel says).

d. Those who hold this view are: Folks-Jackson, Marshall, Kent, Longenecker, Stott.

2. Partial fulfillment with the rest being fulfilled in the future.

a. If the Jews repented, the other part would be fulfilled.

b. The rest of the prophecy will be fulfilled with the 2nd coming.

c. Those who hold this view are: Bock, Ladd, F.F. Bruce, Saucy.

3. No fulfillment – Peter quotes Joel to show the kinds of things the Holy Spirit does.

· Those who hold this view are: Ryrie, McGee, Unger, Darbe, Fruitenbomb.

Excursus 10: Acts 2:38

1. The issue of repentance (how do we define it?)

a. When people speak of repentance they mean either:

1) a change of conduct 

2) a conceptual change (from false ideas to true ideas) 

· this is the best meaning of the Grk

· another way of putting it, is that it is a change of outlook

· Hebrew idea is “to turn around”

· Luke saw repentance as a change of perspective

b. Repentance in the Bible primarily refers to a change of mind (its Greek root comes from the word "mind").

c. In John's gospel, he never uses repentance.

d. It does not mean to be sorry – that is a fruit of repentance.

e. Repentance and faith are not steps to salvation, they are a different way of looking at salvation (a different perspective).

f. Luke uses repentance and faith – Lk.2:38; 3:19; 17:30; 26:20.

g. Use in this passage: Peter calls on them to change their mind concerning the Messiah.

2. The issue of baptism for salvation.

a. Several religious groups teach this is one of the five steps for salvation: Church of Christ, and Lutherans take this view.

b. 4 views to explain the meaning:

1) "For" () as casual or basis.

a) They are to be baptized because of the remission of sins (JR. Montey, A.T. Robertson, Geisler).

b) Problem with the view:

· " is used well over 1700 times in the NT.

· In this case (prep w/acc), it rarely has the idea of cause.

· The normal idea of this case (prep w/acc) conveys the idea of direction.

· Not an honest approach

2) Spirit baptism.

a) Spirit baptism is something that we cannot do.

b) However, baptism is something that the people are told to do.

3) Paranthetical view (re-punctuation view).

a) "Repent" and "of sins" are plural and "be baptized" and "you" are singular.

b) Repent (2-pers-pl)

Be baptized (3-pers-sg)







Every one of you (3-pers-sg)





  For the remission of sins (2-pers-pl)

c) This view is the probably the best, but. . .

4) Fourth possibility? 

a) By way of introduction, remember:

· Thinking chronologically, we cannot go to the epistles in interpretation because they have not been written yet.

· Think what would be on the minds of the people at that time.

b) Structure of Acts.  In Acts 2 we are in Jerusalem dealing with the Jews and this is why at Pentecost Peter says in his sermon, "ye men of Israel."

c) Purpose of tongues.  Stated purpose of tongues (1 Cor.14) = tongue are for a sign to unbelievers, and the way they act as a sign to unbelievers is judgement (Paul cites Isaiah 28).

d) Question of vs.37, "what shall we do."  We need to link the question with the audience that Peter is addressing in vs.22.

e) Question of Acts 16:30 is identical to the question in Acts 2:37.  Paul's response to the Philippian jailer was believe and you will be saved – nothing is said about repentance and baptism.

· The Philippian jailer – Gentile –asked the question of Paul (Acts 16:30).

· The Jewish audience – Jews – asked the question of Peter (Acts 2:37).

f) Jesus and Nicodemus (Jn.3).  

· Water is a reference to the baptism of John.  

· We tend to equate the baptism of John and the baptism of Christians today, although they have similarities, their purposes are different.

· John’s Baptism was for the purpose of cleansing and consecration. 

· In His baptism, they were identifying themselves with those who were waiting for the kingdom.

· Jesus is telling Nicodemus to be identified with all of John's Baptism.

g) How Israel is dealt with.

· God deals with Israel on a national corporate level based on his covenants and on a personal level (his people still need to come to personal faith, they cannot just be part of the nation of Israel and except to be saved as a result).

· In the OT, if Israel as a nation, fails to submit to God in obedience they were not threatened with the Great White Throne judgment, rather they were threatened with corporate discipline.  

-- This was accomplished through invasion of foreign powers (Deut.28-30)

-- Even godly believers will be disciplined/taken away (i.e. Daniel, Ezekiel in their captivities.

· In the NT, Israel rejects the Messiah (Matt.12)  In Matthew 12, the unpardonable sin is a national sin, and by this time Israel had rejected all 5 witnesses placed before them: John the Baptist, Father, OT, Jesus, Holy Spirit.  -- At the end of Matthew 12, Jesus gives a parable to show what Israel had done.

-- Jesus goes on to say (ch.13) that "on the same day," he is now going to talk about the mysteries of the kingdom.

-- Side note: Matthew's olivet discourse speaks about the end of the world judgment, while Luke speak of the temple destruction (AD 70) judgment.

-- Zech 12-14 shows a close relationship between the second coming judgment and the temple destruction judgment (Heb.10 – the writer is talking about the destruction of Jerusalem judgment in AD 70).

h) The "untoward generation"(v.40).  This is the generation under judgement, rejected the Messiah, and would be destroyed in AD 70.

i) Summary: Acts 2:38 must be understood in light of Israel's past (covenants, disciplines, etc), Israel's present state (this generation) and Israel's immediate future (destruction in AD 70).  God deals with Israel on a national and personal basis:

· Nationally = Peter speaks of repentance that is linked all the way back to Deuteronomy 28-30, and baptism that needs to be equated with John.

· Personally = repentance is speaking of the person personal salvation.

Excursus 11: The Issue of Pragmatism

1. Let us not be hesitant to let the church be the church.

a. Those who don't allow this don't think that God has given the church the sufficiency.

b. As modern as we are, we still have the same problems as the churches in the 1st century.

2. Pragmatism is concerned with practical circumstances, somethings worth is based upon the goals that we envision.  If the method works we stay with it, if it does not work we change it.

3. Pragmatism is not wrong in itself (i.e. as a business owner), but the danger comes when pragmatism us used to make judgment over right and wrong – when it becomes our guiding philosophy, when it clashes with theology.

a. The gospel message does not always work the way we want it to (Jeremiah, Jesus, Paul – their messages did not always meet their desires).

b. Satanic lies and false religions can be very pragmatic.

c. Willow Creek – pragmatism.

4. Pragmatic approach – it attracts people.

5. Error of pragmatics starts with the wrong question, "what does the unbeliever want?"

6. The first thing not to say about church growth is that church growth is not the first things – from a book "Dinning with the Devil" by Guiness (good book about C.C movement)

7. When the church ceases to be the church, it will loose its mandate.

Excursus 12: Is Peter Re-offering the Kingdom to Israel? (3:19-21)

1. The non re-offer view:

a. Proponents hold that Peter was no re-offering the kingdom to Israel, rather he was pointing to the fact that the Father will send Jesus back at the end of the world.

b. Reasons why this view is held:

1) The signs of Matthew 24 have no occurred.

2) Church starts at Pentecost and ends so suddenly.

3) The kingdom can only be offered when Jesus is present.

c. Objections to this view:

1) Israel's repentance could have set the stage for the signs of Matthew 24.

2) The Bible never specifies the length of the church age.

3) The kingdom will be offered in the future when Jesus is not present.

4) Assumption by many dispensationalists that Matthew 13 instituted a new mystery form of the kingdom.

2. The re-offer view:

a. Peter is giving a sincere offer, thus theoretically speaking – if Israel as a whole repented the kingdom would have come.

b. Proponents: G.C. Morgan, Albert, Racham.

c. Supports for the view:

1) "Restitution" (v.21) is related to the term "restore" in 1:6.

2) The purpose clause in verse 19.

3) Sending of Christ has to do with the coming of the kingdom – coudl not be a reference to the Holy Spirit's coming or the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

4) The Scriptural fact that the prerequisite for the coming of Christ is the repentance of Israel (Matt.23:39; the prophets).

d. Objections to this view:

1) This is not a sincere offer since it was known by God that Israel would not repent.

a) Did God know that Adam and Eve were going to sin?

b) Did God know that Jesus would endure the temptation?

c) Preaching to the non-elect.

2) Its function really served as guilt.

e. Dr. Hullinger thinks that Peter is re-offering the kingdom.

Excursus 13: Is Jesus Now Sitting On David's Throne?
· What is the nature of Christ's reign today?

1. Introductory comments/disclaimers:

a. Those who would disagree are not heretics.

b. The intent is not to conform on to dispensationalism, but when all is said and done our view of prophecy, the church & Israel, what God will do in the future; all we will find more closely aligned with dispensationalism than any other system.  Dr. Hullinger does not agree with everything in dispensationalism.

c. Essentials of dispensationalism – Bible truth will yield dispensational truth, not the other way around.

1) Essential feature of dispensationalism is the way one understands the 3 major covenants in the OT (Abrahamic, Davidic, New).

2) The 3 covenants will be literally fulfilled by Israel.

3) Covenant theologians will blur the distinction between Israel and the church.

d. Progressive dispensationalists – a mixture of covenant theology & dispensationalism.

1) They believe that there will be a literal kingdom for Israel in the future in which Christ will reign...the promises are being fulfilled now in the church age, they are beginning to be fulfilled in Christ.

2) Thus, they would say that Jesus is sitting on David's throne.

3) Objections/problems:

a) David's throne refers to an earthly throne, not a heavenly throne (2 Sam.7:12-16; Isa.9:6-7; Lk.1:31-33).

b) Method – if all this has happened, we are deviating from the norm.

c) In the Bible, there are 2 themes related to Christ.

· Heavenly, priestly – right hand of the Father (head of the church, Eph.1; great high priest, Heb.4; makes intercession, Heb.7).

· Earthly, Davidic – he will return to reign in the Millennium (cf.Heb.10:13)

2. Nature of Christ's Messianic regin:

a. On earth – norm dispensational view.

b. Now in heaven and will be on earth – progressive dispensational.

c. "








" – non-dispens., pre-mill.(hist. premill & cov't premill)

d. Is now, and will be from heaven – a-mill, cov't theologians, non-dispens.

Excursus 14:  Issue of Miracles

1. Survey of Miracles in Acts.

a. 2:22 = Jesus' ministry was verified by miracles.

b. 2:43 = preformed by the Apostles.

c. 3:3-16 = account of lame man healed by Peter (in public)

d. 4:29-30 = reaction of the church to the interrogation and release of Peter and John.

e. 5:5,10 = Ananias lied to the Holy Spirit.

f. 5:12-16 = They were done by Apostles to unbelievers – no failures, no requirements.

g. 5:19 = opening of the prison door (cf.12:7-9).

h. 6:8 = Stephen works miracles (1st instance where someone other than an Apostle performed a miracle).

i. 8:6 = Philip the evangelist's miracles are to confirm his evangelistic ministry, Philip is typical of the early evangelist.

j. 9:1-18 = Paul's salvation and call to the ministry came from the miraculous.

k. 9:32-34 = Enias is healed by Peter.

l. 9:36-42 = Peter raises Dorcus from the dead (1st healing miracle of a believer in Acts and Peter raised this person from the dead responding to a direct request ("they asked Peter to come").

m. 13:11-12 = Paul blinds the sorcerer.

n. 14:3 = "granted signs and wonders" done by Paul.

o.   14:8-10 = Paul heals a crippled man at Lystra (this is one of the few instances where faith is said to be an issue.  It was Paul who took the initiative to heal the man).

p. 19:11-12 = Paul preformed miracles in Ephesus and evidently it took place for some time.

q. 20:17-38 = Paul does not mention his miraculous works, this show the priority of miracles in his ministry.

r. 27 = Paul prophesies his shipwreck.

s. 28 = Paul is not affected by the snake bite, and he heals people on the isle of Malta.

2. Miracle vocabulary in Acts.

· 3 terms used in Acts.

a. "wonders" = occurs 9x, but not after 5:12 (5:12 is referring to previous ministry).  So, the 9 occurrences of wonder all occur in the first half of the book.

b. "signs" = occurs 13x, but not after 15:12 (15:12 refers also to previous ministry). So, the 7 occurrences of sign all occur in the first half of the book.

c. "miracles" = occurs 10x, but not after 19:11. So, 4 out of the 5 uses of miracles take place in the first eight chapters of Acts.

3. Conclusion from the survey (8)

a. Miracles in Acts are of a magnitude that have never been repeated before in church history.

b. Miracles were preformed by Apostles with the sole exception of Philip and Stephen, who were closely associated with the Apostles.

c. Miracles were usually preformed on unbelievers.

d. Miracles were not preformed in meetings.

e. The faith of the recipient did not alter the miracle.

f. There were no failures.

g. We do not see erring church members die at the word of the Apostles, nor do we see enemies of the gospel blinded by a word.

h. Were is the evidence today of someone being raised from the dead at the request of the family.

4. Categories of Belief (4 views)

a. Classical Pentecostal position.

1) Normally spirit baptism will take place after conversion.

2) It's God's will to heal people.

3) When a healing fails, its because of a lack of faith.

b. Dispensationalists and Reformed theologians (basically saying the same things)

1) Dispensationalists = God operates differently during periods of history and at thei point in history, God is no longer working in this way.

2) Reformed theologians = there are 3 era of miracles; this is exactly what dispensationalists believe.

c. Prosperity gospel.

1) It is achieved through positive confession – faith filled words can create reality.

2) It is not God's will for anybody to ever be sick.

3) Kenneth Hagin – Father of the movement.

d. Vineyard movement.

1) Whimber, Wagner.

2) Mis-defines what the kingdom is – they argue like amillenialists and covenant premillennials, that the kingdom has already come.

5. Concluding Observations (20).

a. Sometimes in Scripture, signs and wonders do not always refer to the miraculous.  Sign terminology does not always refer to something miraculous.

b. Miraculous signs and wonders do not always receive a positive view in the Bible (i.e. Egyptian magicians, the man of "sin," Jesus did not really want to be known as a miracle worker).

c. Miracles in the ministry of Jesus actually were subsidiary to his personal preaching ministry.

d. Miracles did attest to the ministry of Jesus Christ (Acts 2 & 3).

e. "Signs and wonders" is a linguistic category referring almost exclusively to the Apostles with exceptions of Stephen and Philip.

f. We are not saying that God does not perform the miracles – we are not denying the miraculous.

g. If the miracles of Acts have not stopped, then we would expect a unbroken line through Church history.

h. Lack of similarity between what happen in Acts and what happens today.

i. When Moses performed miracles, the rest of Israel did not want to perform miracles; the OT prophets as well – the people did not expect to do the same miracles.  Just because the Apostles did them doesn't mean that we can do them.

j. Paul's ability to heal weaned away (Why did Paul not heal Timothy or Epaproditus).

k. Faith is not always an issue; faith demonstrated that leads to healing is not on the part of the recipient (centurion servant, daughter of Jarius, demoniac).

l. Jesus did 3 types of miracles:

1) Physical healing.

2) Casting out of demons.

3) Natural miracles.

· When the Apostles took over they only performed the first two.

m. Why don't people who have the gift of healing heal those in hospitals and emergency rooms – because the "healing" is always in a controlled environment.

n. The fact that miracles occur should not surprise us.

o. Book written by William Nolan on Catherine Cooling, a "healer."

· There are three kinds of healings:

1) Functional disease – arm is sore.

2) Organic – no arm, or severely damaged.

3) Psychogenetic – thinking your arm is sore.

· Sickness brings desperation – this is why they will continue to go to these types of services.

p. The Apostles healed:

1) With a word or a touch.

2) Instantaneously.

3) Completely.

4) Everybody that came to them.

5) Organic diseases (Acts 3,28).

6) They raised the dead (Acts 20, Dorcus too).

q. The purpose of the gift of healing was to authenticate the Apostolic ministry to unbelievers, the purpose is not to keep Christians well (i.e. Timothy – Paul could have healed him).

r. Too often we are put on the defensive.  The burden of proof should be shifted to them (you show me why they haven't ceased), why should we always be on the defensive?

s. Many of God's greatest saints have not been healed – Spurgeon, Calvin, Crosby, Luther, Whitefield.

t. God does and can heal people today.

Excursus 15: The State's Authority

1. Four options:

a. God alone is the authority.

1) Present view when in church history, Christians were persecuted.

2) Anabaptists, Monastists, some Christians take this view  as well.

b. Caesar alone is the authority.

· Secular view, no room for God.

c. Authority of God and Caesar, but Caesar is dominate.

· Cowardly position, the Christian who is afraid of what the government will do to them.

d. Authority of God and Caesar, but God is dominate.

· We should be the best citizens we can be.

2. Three limitations:

a. We cannot recognize the authority of the state when it says we cannot evangelize      (Acts 4).

b. When we are commanded to do something immoral.

c. Civil disobedience – we as Christians have the right to do something to change government when it is doing something inappropriate.  Actively participate (breaking existing laws to change something is not the way).

Excursus 16: Pluralism

1. This is probably Satan best strategy.

2. Pluralism is tolerant of all religions, many different ways to God – chose your way.

3. Pluralism has been around since creation:

a. Genesis 4 – Cain did it his own way; he was coming on his own terms.

b. Egyptian culture in the Exodus.

c. The law's first command was to have no other gods.

d. Jezebels' story shows us the subtleness of pluralism with the worship of Baal.

e. Because Rome was made of many different empires, they were tolerant to Christianity.

f. Acts 4, 17.

Excursus 17: Sin Unto Death.

1. "Why hath Satan filled thine heart" – remember filling means being in a sphere or realm of influence; when we are in that sphere or realm we produce its fruits.

2. There are 2 realms (Rom.5) – Realm of Christ and the Realm of Adam.

3. Unsaved person lives in the realm of Adam; when saved they are taken out of the realm of Adam and placed into the realm of Christ.

4. Romans 6:

a. It is ludicrous to continue in sin because we are dead to sin (dead is in the past tense stating a fact).

b. Reckon means to recognize our position and the rest of Romans 6 tell us how to work out our righteousness.

5. Ephesians 4:

a. Old man (Adam) and the new man (Christ).

b. Positionally the old man is dead, "put off" – act consistently with your positon.

6. 1 John:

a. It is not giving us tests of life or assurance, rather it is talking about how to stay in fellowship.

b. John makes it clear that we can walk in darkness or light.  We can live consistently in our position or we cannot live consistently.

c. If we walk in the realm of Adam we will produce its fruits; if we walk in the realm of Christ we will produce its fruits.

d. We can be influenced in both spheres by Christ or Satan; Ananias and Saphira made a choice (the term influence is better than control).

7. "Why hath Satan filled thine heart" – this implies a process that has been going on, it was not an overnight decision.

8. In verse 9, tempting or testing the Spirit of the Lord refers to pushing the Spirit to his limit; the tendency to see how much we can get away with (i.e. OT – Israel presuming on God's grace).

9. There are six views as to what the sin unto death really is.

a. There is growing popularity that the sin unto death is for unbeliever, this is not correct.

b. The most common view argues not for a specific sin, but for a class of sins which God may choose to judge swiftly. 

c. Clearly, God does not always judge sin swiftly, in fact normally he doesn't

d. Examples of the sin unto death:

1) Nadab and Abihu (Lev.10).

2) Uzzah (1 Chr.13).

3) Anaias and Saphira (Acts 5).

4) Corinthians Christians (1 Cor.11)

5) 1 John and James mention the sin of death but give no examples.

e. Suggestion: A common thread with one specific sin – it could possible be a cultic sin, a sin against the established worship order.

10. Connection between Acts incident and Ephesians 4:

a. In Ephesians 4:29-30 = corrupt communication, lying, anger, all grieve the Holy Spirit.

b. Key concept in Ephesians is unity.

c. The sin of Acts was attacking the unity of the body, the work of the Spirit that was just performed (Pentecost).  Luke has just been talking about the unity of the church.  He also just gave a positive example of Barnabus as promoting unity.

d. The title of the Holy Spirit – he is called the Holy Spirit because of his peculiar work (not because he is holy – he is no holier than the other members of the trinity).

1) Analogical trinity – refers to the essence of the Godhead – each member is equal is essence.

2) Economic trinity – distinctive roles of each member particularly in salvaton.

e. He is called the Holy Spirit because his role is to promote holiness in the lives of the believer (this is his peculiar work within the economic trinity).  Just as in the old economy Israel was to be unique and separate, so in the new economy.

Excursus 18: Office of the Deacon

· Scripture is very vague about specifically what a deacon is to do.

1. The word "deacon" in the NT (3 terms in the Greek).

a. Diakonos – servant.

b. Diakonia – service.

c. Diakoneo – to serve.

· This word group is very broad in the NT.

2. The kind of service for the deacon.

a. Serving of food (Jn.2 – wedding of Canaan; Lk.4:39 – Jesus heals and woman serves).

b. General service (Jn.12:26; Rom.13:3-4; Lk.22:27).

c. Spiritual service (Rom.15:25; Acts 20:19).

· Normally the word group is just general in nature.

3. Do we have the first deacons in Acts 6?

· Three views.

a. This is an office now (based on two factors).

1) Later in Paul's writings (Phil.1:1; 1 Tim.3) the office is assumed.

2) Luke uses words in the deacon word group.

3) Problems with the view:

a) They are never called deacons in the passage.

b) Later in 20:28, they are called the seven.

b. These seven men were precursors to the office of the elder.

· In Acts 11:30, elders are handling money, so this must evolve into the office of the elder.

c. Seven men simply held a temporary position to meet a need which had arisen.

1) Use of the deacon terminology is not conclusive in the passage because the same word is used of the Apostles in 6:4.

2) At a very early stage of the church – if Acts 6 is instituting the office of deacons, then it seems strange that they are not mentioned in the rest of Acts.

3) At the end of 6:3 – implies a temporary crisis, just for this particular matter.

4) All of these people were Greeks – why appoint only Greeks?

Excursus 19: "we will give ourselves"

1. Paul gives Timothy some advice (1 & 2 Timothy)

2. If we are too busy for the Word, we are too busy – something else needs to go.

3. A shepherd needs to be committed to a life-long of study (many of the church father, reformers, and saints of old held this view).

4. Three final points about the priorities of the early church:

a. Church needs to show concern for both spiritual and physical needs, they need to have a benevolent program and fund.

b. We need to be willing to adapt our procedures and if necessary our organizational structure – this is so that things are done efficiently and orderly.

c. The Apostle did not demonstrate a controlling attitude toward the church, rather they delegated.

Excursus 20: The Son of Man

1. This is the last time the phrase occurs in the NT.

2. God created Adam and Eve (Gen.1:26-28) to rule and subdue the earth (1st form of the theocratic government).

3. One of the reasons why Jesus came to the earth (certainly to die) was to reverse the fall.  This has greater implications than coming for our personal sins (Christ is called the "second Adam").

4. So, when Jesus performs miracles, they serve 2 purposes:

a. Demonstrate that he is the Son of God.

b. Demonstrate that he is the Son of Man (2nd Adam).

5. Son of Man will do that which was not accomplished by the 1st Adam.

Excursus 21: Soul-Sleep

1. Doctrine arises from Acts 7:60; 1 Ths.4, and other passages.

2. View states that:

a. The soul is not conscious after physical death.

b. Sleeping is a state of unconsciousness, therefore when we die we are unconscious.

c. View is held by some Anabaptists; 1553 King Edward published 42 articles, article 40 section included this; section also in the Westminster Confession.

d. Commonly today, view held by Jehovah's witnesses and 7th day adventists.

3. Today it goes under the name conditional immortality – teaches that man will not live forever; if one accepts the gospel, part of the gift of salvation is immortality, therefore if they don't accept the gospel these will not receive immortality and die, they will cease to exist.

4. Conditional immortality was condemned in 553 AD (2nd Council of Constantinople) and in 1513 the Latter Null Council condemned it as well.

5. One of the prominent holders of this view is John Stott.

6. Why does the Bible use it? it refers to the sleep of the body, not the soul.

7. When we die, the body goes to sleep, the soul continues to live.

8. Word used "asleep" from a verb meaning to "fall asleep," and "fall asleep" comes from a verb meaning to "lie down."

9. Resurrection comes from a word meaning to "stand up."  At death the body lies down and at the resurrection it will stand up.

10. Why does the Bible liken death to sleep?

a. Sleep is temporary.

b. Death has been transformed to the Christian.

11. The voice of the verb is in the passive (1 Ths. 4 is also in the passive) – literally Stephen was put to sleep, which indicates Stephen was not a victim of the circumstances, he left the world at the appointed time and God simply chose to use him through martyrdom (Job.14:15; 14:14; Jn.7:24; Heb.9:27; Rev.11:7 – all show man has an appointed time to die).

Excursus 22: The giving of the Holy Spirit to the Samaritans

1. The doctrine of subsequence (3 elements)

a. Pentecostals and Charismatics teach that at conversion a person does received the Holy Spirit, but the reception of the Holy Spirit is in a limited way.  Sometime later a Christian can receive the fullness of the spirit; being supernaturally immersed into the realm of the spirit ("baptized in the spirit")

b. Normally, this 2nd experience would be shown by the speaking in tongues or other phenomena. 

c. Sometimes that is earnestly sought after.

d. Three key elements:

1) Time – the event is usually distinct and separate from the new birth.

2) Evidence – when this occurs, there will be a sign of it (normally speaking in tongues).

3) Method – must be sought after.

2. Problems with this doctrine.

a. The prime support for the doctrine is the book of Acts (need to be careful about building a doctrine on narrative – need support from other passages).

b. Even Vats does not fully support this doctrine.  The reception of the Spirit is found in Acts 2,8,10,19; but subsequence is only found in Acts 2 & 8.

c. They did speak in tongues in Acts 2,10,19 – no mention of tongues in Acts 8.

d. In the four receptions of the spirit passages, their is no one seeking it.

e. Why does the text in Acts 2 & 4 not say that everyone who believed and received the spirit spoke in tongues.  If its normative it needs to be common in all.

3. Why was there a delay?

a. There is a tension which existed between the Jews and Samaritans.  If Samaritans received the Holy Spirit when they believed, then this would have cause the rift to grow even greater.

1) Remember Pentecost numbers were mainly Jews.

2) Samaritans could have claimed a church if they received the Holy Spirit when they believed.

b. Samaritans had to understand they under the authority of the Jewish Apostles.

c. Jews had to understand that the Samaritans had the same experience.

d. Verse 16, "as yet" – sometimes it refers not to something that hasn't happen yet, but to something that should of (or would be expected to) happened but did not happen.

e. Remember the crucial issue of transition is taking place throughout the book.

Excursus 23: Saul

1. Importance of his conversion:

a. His conversion is the most important in Christian history, it is very significant to Christianity as a movement (historical-theological).

b. Luke records the conversion account 3 times.

c. Saul's conversion will prepare the readers of Acts for the gospel going to the Gentiles.

2. Name change myth.

a. Paul had a Roman name – Paulus, and a Jewish name – Saul.

b. His primary message was to the Gentiles, so he used his appropriate name.

c. The name Paul is not used until chapter 13.

3. "Qualifications"

a. Paul knew Jewish culture and language.

b. He was reared in Tarsus, where he would  be acquainted with Greek culture and language.

c. Possessed the privilege of being a Roman citizen.

d. He was skilled in Jewish theology being trained under Gamaliel.

e. Had a secular trade which he used to support himself.

f. God-given zeal and leadership qualities.

Excursus 24: Salvation apart from the Gospel

1. The issue: the story of Cornelius has had some to believe that we can be saved without hearing the gospel – this has tremendous implications to missions.

2. Was Cornelius saved before Peter came? If yes (3 supports)

a. Cornelius is described as a devout man, feared God, gave, alms, and prayed (10:2)

b. Cornelius is told by the angelic messenger that his prayers had been answered (10:31-32).

c. Peter seems to be saying that Cornelius was saved (10:35).

3. Was Cornelius saved before Peter came? If no (4 supports)

a. Acts 11:13-14.

1) Peter indicates the future tense (v.14), "shall be saved."

2) Peter refers to the "words" – this is the gospel message.

b. Acts 10:43, until his sin was remitted ("forgiven"), he would have been saved.

c. Acts 2:5, "devout men" – just because one is devout doesn't mean one is saved.

d. Acts 11:18, "repentance unto life" – repentance that leads to life.

4. Cornelius was probably not saved until Peter came – he probably got saved after hearing Peter's message.

5. How was Cornelius "acceptable" unto God?

a. There is no one that should be excluded from having the gospel preached to him (10:28).

b. The preposition refers to some in that group of people being preached to that are not at all acceptable.

c. Conlusions:

1) Acceptable does not mean that the doers of good are not saved.

2) Being acceptable before God means more than just being evangelized.

6. Cornelius represents a kind of unsaved person who is seeking God, and God responds to that seeking by bringing him the gospel.

a. Not saying that the basis of a persons salvation is his works – the natural man does not seek after God.

b. There is a difference between someone seeking God in the Bible and what we refer to today in popular circles as "seekers" (we are making the assumption that people naturally seek God, this is theologically inaccurate).

c. There is a difference between the natural sinner and an awakened sinner.

1) Romans 1 – God has clearly revealed himself through nature.

2) The natural man suppresses the revelation of God in nature.

3) God abandons them to their idolatry:

a) Romans 3 – they are still under sin.

b) Romans 5 – two realms.

c) Romans 7 – the relationship of the Christian to the law.  We as Christians are free from the laws condemnation.  Paul has three stages in his Christian pilgrimage.

· I was alive apart from the law – he didn't understand it and thought he was keeping it.

· When he began to understand the true sense of the law, he realized his depravity.

· He died by the law.

d) The debated passage in Romans 7 – Paul is illustrating an awakened sinner.

d. Parallel the Cornelius account with the Ethiopian eunuch (other examples: Luther).

7. God condemns people for the knowledge they have and the knowledge they don't have.

8. People that have never heard: the basis for their condemnation is

a. Suppression.

b. Violating the moral law.

c. The conscience testifying of the fact.

Excursus 25: Baptism of the spirit and speaking in tongues in Acts 10

· Eight observations:

1. Cornelius received the Holy Spirit the moment he believed – this is contrary to the basic thesis of the modern tongues movement.

2. Cornelius received the spirit in response to Peter's preaching.

3. The reception of the Spirit was marked by their speaking in tongues (v.46 – tongues are a known language).

a. If these were no known languages, how would they have known they were not magnifying God.

b. 11:15 – if this was such a common phenomena, then why would he refer all the way back "to the beginning" (reference to Pentecost).

4. Cornelius was baptized in water after he received the Spirit.

5. Reception of the Spirit marked the gift of the Spirit to the Gentiles.

a. When the spirit was received in Acts 2 it inaugurated a new age.

b. When the spirit was received in Acts 8 & 10 it is extending the age.

6. The giving of the Spirit to the Gentiles in Acts 10 released the gospel to the whole world.

7. Since this is the last occurrence of the racial community coming into fellowship, then this should be the pattern to follow – when people believed, the spirit is received, and then they submit to water baptism; this is shown in the epistles.

8. Reception of the Spirit by Gentiles confirms the purpose of tongues – tongues are a spoken of three times in Acts, all 3 times the Jews are present.  Tongues were a sign for unbelieving Jews.

Excursus 26: The Amos Quotation (Acts 15:15-17)

· Why is James quoting Amos 9:11-12?

· There are 3 views of the Amos quotation:

1. Amos 9:11, the phrase "in that day" refers to the kingdom in the church at the day of Pentecost – Amos is prophesying the church.

a. Those who hold this are: Bruce, Ladd, Knolling, and others.

b. Strengths of the view: the text in Acts 15.

c. Problems with the view:

1) James does not say Amos was fulfilled, a line in Amos is consistent with the issue.  He also refers to "the prophets" (plural).

2) The verb "return" refers to an actual return – if the view was taken then the return of Christ would be at Pentecost.

3) There is not one reference (in Dr. Hullinger's opinion) connecting Christ's present session with the Davidic throne.

4) The church is not revealed in the OT (Rom.16:25; cf. Eph.3:5-6)

5) Davidic covenant was unconditional in nature – so then the promises would be fulfilled despite Israel's disobedience (2 Sam.7 – Israel's disobedience was anticipated).

6) Prophecy in Amos was made to the tabernacle of David.

7) This view does not adequately explain the Day of the Lord terminology.

a) Day of the Lord is a revelation of Jehovah, particularly when he goes to battle.

b) In the OT, there are two divisions of the Day of the Lord:

· Historic – prophesied judgment against Gentile nations which was historically fulfilled.

· Eschatological – beginning of the tribulation to the end of the millennium.

8) Missed

9) Doctrine of perspicuity (basic doctrines) – general truths of the Bible are clearer in their meaning.  The purpose of NT Scripture is to more fully explain the OT.  The NT does not change their meaning.

2. There are 4 chronological movements in Acts 15: 

a. Church age (v.14)

b. Return of Christ (v.16)

c. Establishment of the Davidic kingdom

d. Blessings of the Gentiles.

3.  James is asserting that the Gentiles will be saved during the millennium – reasons why:

a. This 3rd view fits the purpose of the Jerusalem council.  James is not giving a panorama of prophecy, he is demonstrating the inclusion of the Gentiles.

b. James says in verse15 that the inclusion of the Gentiles is in agreement with the prophets, he does not say it is fulfilled by the prophets.

c. This interpretation will preserve the literal unconditional nature of the Davidic covenant.

1) Key statement of the Davidic covenant (2 Sam.7:12-16) – the house/descendants of David will never loose the right to rule over Israel, however, there may be times when the throne is unoccupied but that does not mean that it will be lost.

2) Three key terms used to describe the covenant:

a) Eternal house.

b) Eternal kingdom.

c) Eternal throne.

3) Disobedience will come as predicted, but it will not affect the transmission of the throne.

4) Psalms 89:3-4,19-37 = despite the disobedience of Israel, the promises will be fulfilled.

5) Luke chapter 1, Gabriel uses the three terms: throne, kingdom, house.

d. This interpretation maintains the distinction between Israel and the church.  There is no passage is Scripture that makes Israel the church (many a-mills will used Galatians 6).

e. Provides the normal interpretation of the house of David (Israel)

f. Properly interprets the phrase, "in that day" – after the tribulation period.

g. Many OT predict this same thing (Isa.42:6; 60:3; Mal.1:11).

h. Summary: the issue has to do with the inclusion of the Gentiles as Gentiles.  James is referring to the theological teaching in the OT that Gentiles will be saved during the Millennium, then the salvation of the Gentiles during this period is consistent with Scripture.  No fulfillment, but agreement.

Excursus 27: The End of the Law

· Romans 10:4

· If the law has ended that what is our relationship to it?

· Observations:

1. We must view the law as a unit.

a. It is common to divide the Mosaic law into three parts:

1) Moral – timeless, ethical truths (10 commandments).

2) Ceremonial – deal with the sacrificial system (feast day, worship days).

3) Civil – legal system.

b. The ceremonial and civil aspects have been done away with, and the moral law is still operative.  Though this is popularly accepted, there are some problems.  Making divisions in the law will lead to some interpretation problems.

c. Reasons to view the law as a unit:

1) There is no evidence that Jesus ever viewed the law as anything but a single unit.

a) Luther, Calvin, and others were major ones who developed the 3 divisions.

b) James 2:18.

2) Divisions are arbitrary – 3 divisions are imposed on the text, it never comes out of the text (Lev.19:18-19, text goes back and forth, there are not distinctions made).

3) Sometimes its difficult to determine which of the 3 categories a particular law will fall into.

a) The entire law is theological even when something mundane is being talked about – even something like that is meant to reinforce the idea of separation and the holiness of God.

b) Every law was reflective of the holiness of God.

c) What do you do with the Sabbath? With rebellious children? etc., etc.

2. We must remember the historical context of the law – the law was given to Israel.

a. Why was it given to Israel? 

1) Every other covenant is an outgrowth of the Abrahamic covenant:

2) Galatians 3:19 – says that the Mosaic law came beside the promises.

3) Unconditional covenants can have conditional aspects based on obedience.  Then where are the conditions?  In the Mosaic law.

4) The Mosaic law was given to Israel so that they could enjoy the blessings of the covenant.

b. Modern faith movement wants to reap the blessings and apply them to us today; they will adopt the blessings but will not adopt the obedience and requirement of the law.

3. Passages that support the end of the law:

a. Colossians 2; Romans 7:1-6; Romans 10:4; Galatians 3:24

b. Acts 15

1) Was circumcision necessary for salvation? no

2) Were Gentiles to be put under the law as a rule of life? no

3) Issue is Christian liberty.

c. 2 Corinthians 3:7-11.

1) Paul is making a contrast of what was ministered through Moses and Christ.

2) That which was ministered through Moses was a ministration of death (specifically it was that which was written in stone – 10 commandments)

3) Paul makes it clear that he is a minister of the new covenant.

d. Hebrews

1) 4:14 and on – Christ's superiority to Aaron.

2) Christ is a superior person to Aaron because Christ is of a different order.

3) 7:12 – if perfection could come through the Levitical priesthood then there would be no need for another one.  Christ can only be high priest if the law is ended.  Every prayer offered in the name of Jesus is an affirmation that the law is ended.

4. How do we use the law lawfully?

a. Distinguish between a code and transferable commands within a code.

1) The Mosaic law is one of several different codes in the Bible.

2) Until the Mosaic code has been done away with and God is no longer guiding by that code, there still can be transferable commands from that code to another one.

3) Illustration: we are all under the PCC code, when we graduate we will not be under that code any more, however there will still be things that I don't do outside of the code as I did not do under the code.

b. Principalism (involves 5 steps)

1) Find out what the law meant to the original audience.

2) Determine the difference between the original evidence and audience today.

3) Develop universal principals from the text.

4) The principles should be filtered through the New Testament.

5) The principle can be applied.







