GENERAL BACKGROUND

Importance of the Book:

1. Only inspired sequel to the gospels.  This is the only narrative in the New Testament that continues the gospels.

2. Earliest Christian history (1st century).

3. Acts forms an important background to the Epistles.

4. Acts is the 2nd largest book in the New Testament.  If Paul did not write Hebrews, then Luke wrote the majority of the New Testament.

5. Acts marks a transition concerning the way in which God works in the world.

a. God was working in the world through the nation of Israel.

b. Now, God is working in the world through the church.

6. Nature of the church.

Authorship:

1. Luke is the author.

2. Some reasons why this is true:

a. Church history – early references to Luke as the author of Acts (Clement, Origen, Jerome, and others).

b. Acts 1:1 – refers to a former account by the same author.

c. Luke is a companion to Paul (16:10-17; 20:5-21)

Date and Origin

1. Date is 60-62 AD.

a. No mention made of the destruction of Jerusalem (in 70 AD).

1) Big event

2) This would have sealed the point that Israel failed to believe.

b. No mention of Paul's death (in 60-68 AD).

c. No mention of Neronian persecutions (heavy persecution started in 64 AD with the fire in Rome).

2. Origin is from Rome (ch.28).

Purpose:

1. There are a couple of views as to the purpose of Acts:

a. Apologetic purpose.

1) Defending the Christian Church as not being subversive against the state.

2) Luke is trying to defend Paul because Luke mentions Paul's conversion on three different occasions.  He is trying to give Paul credibility.

b. Historical purpose.

c. Universality purpose.

Hullingerine View
d. True purpose must be linked with Luke.

1) Luke 1:3 – Luke is writing to Theopholis giving an order of the life of Christ so that he may know his faith rests on a sure foundation.

2) Luke is writing primarily for Gentiles.  In Luke's gospel, he will frequently explain Jewish customs.

3) Luke is stressing the universality in the gospel of Luke; the gospel is for anyone.

4) Acts continues Luke (Acts 1:1 – Luke makes reference to his "former treatise").

5) The theme of the kingdom is replete (packed) in Luke-Acts.

a) Inclusion is a literary device that takes a theme and book-ends it.  The books begins with the theme of the kingdom and ends with the kingdom; therefore the theme of the kingdom will be prevalent throughout the book.

b) Kingdom occurs 40x in Luke, and 9x in Acts, and there are many references to eschatology as well (1:11; 2:19-21; 3:19-25; 6:14; 10:42; 13:23-33; 15:15-18; 17:3,7,31; 21:28; 24:15-17; 28:20).

2.
Purpose statement for the book of Acts (Dr. Hullinger).

Luke records the events surrounding the 1sovereign progression of the Gospel message 2from Jesus in Jerusalem to the Gentiles in Rome in order to show that 3the church is also heir to the kingdom.

3.
Three issues within the purpose statement that need highlighting:

a. The sovereignty of God (regardless of who is opposing the gospel, God is making sure it is sovereignly progressing by his will).

b. Gospel spreads from Jerusalem to Rome (1400 miles).

c. The Church will receive the blessing of the kingdom.

Structure of the Book
Two Indicators 

1. Acts 1:8 – form a 3-fold outline of the book of Acts.

2. Progress reports (at least 7 of them) = give a summary statement of the material just written, showing the success and progress of the gospel (these progress reports can also be used as transitions when outlining the book)

a. 2:47.

b. 6:7

c. 9:31

d. 12:24

e. 16:5

f. 19:20

g. 28:31

EXPOSITION OF THE BOOK OF ACTS

I. The progression of the gospel in Jerusalem to show the sovereign work of God spreading from the 12 apostles through the establishment of the church (1:1-6:7).

A. The expectation of the apostles of the coming of the Holy Spirit and their preparations for that (1:1-26).

1. The prologue (introduction) to inform Theopholis concerning the preparations of the Apostles (1:1-5).

a. The former treatise (1:1-2a).

1) Luke has gone to another scroll; he probably filled up the first one (gospel of Luke) and is going now to the second one (book of Acts).

· scrolls were on papyri paper – maximum of 35 feet.

2) Theopholis – meaning, "loved by God."

a) Some think that Theophlis helped Luke financially in the writing of the two books.

b) He is called "most excellent" – signifying in other literature as a high ranking official.

c) "most excellent" was a title of courtesy and Theopholis was a common name.

d) Theopholis used this name to mask his real identity.

e) We are not sure who he was, but we are sure that he was a believer whom Luke was writing to in order to confirm his faith in Christ.

3) Luke refers to Jesus ministry on earth, while Acts refers to Jesus ministry through the apostles.

EXCURSES #1 THE OFFICE OF THE APOSTLE




b.
Four stages of preparation (1:2b-5).

1) Stage 1: instruction (1:2b).

a) 1st command was to be His witnesses (Lk.24:47).

b) 2nd command was to stay in Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high (Lk.24:49).

2) Stage 2: showed alive (1:3a).

a) "infallible proofs" = something that is decisive and convincing; this is also the only time this word is used in the NT  (Heroditas, Aristotle, and others used this word)

b) Two questions.

· Why was it necessary for Christ to show this?  Because they had to know that Christ was resurrected so that they could continue their ministry.

· What are the infallible proofs?  Here are just a few. 

-- Road to Emmaus (Lk.24:13-ff).

-- Jesus eats with all the disciples, and showed them his hands, and told them to touch his body (end of Lk.24).

-- Thomas, the most skeptical of them all, did not believe until he touched Christ.


3)
Stage 3: taught (1:3b)

EXCURSES #2 – THE KINGDOM 



4)
Stage 4: remain (1:4-5).

· The promise of the Father is the Holy Spirit (Lk.24:49; Jn.7:37-39; Jn. chs14-16).

a) The meaning of "baptize"

· To dip, or to dye.

· As the word is traced through literature, the emphasis is on change of identity.

· This is the same case in the O.T. (Levitical examples).

· Water is identified as a change in identity.

· This is the same case in the N.T.

-- 1 Corinthians 10 = baptized into Moses (change in attitude).

-- Gal.3:27 = baptized into Christ (identification).

-- Romans 6 = The Christian has been taken from the realm of Adam and has been placed into the realm of Christ.

b) John's baptism.

· We cannot go to the epistles, they have not been written yet; noe of that is in the mind of John.

c) Spirit's baptism.

EXCURSES #3 – SPIRIT BAPTISM
2.
The Apostle's activities before the coming of the Spirit (1:6-26).

a. They "asked" (v.6).

· "asked" is in imperfect tense – they were continually asking Christ about this matter.

1) The word "therefore" (men oun).

a) Marks a relationship between vs.5&6.

b) Remember the disciples mindset was the OT teaching and the teaching  of Christ.

c) Close connection between the outpouring of the Spirit and the giving of the Spirit (Isa.32:15; Ezek.39:29; Joel 2:28; Zech.12:6-10).

2) "restore."

a) Means to re-establish, to bring back, to give back, to restore.

b) Restore in the LXX refers to the political restoration.

3) Times of the Gentiles.

a) Deut.28:15-29:1 = Moses lists how the disciplines on Israel would unfold.

b) 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar attacked Pharaoh Neco of Egypt, he extended his kingdom to parts of Palestine, went to Jerusalem and took Jews.

c) 597 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar too more Jews back to Babylon.

d) 588 B.C., he laid a seize on Jerusalem that lasted a couple of years.

e) 586 B.C., this events marks the beginning of the time of the Gentiles.

f) The times of the Gentiles = is that period of time when Jews are either under the control of Gentile powers or greatly threatened by them (Lk.21:24).

g) Daniel records the prophetic sequence of the times of the Gentiles.

h) Apostles were in the Roman part (the last part) of Daniel's vision.

i) Therefore, it was perfectly logical for the disciples to ask this question.

4) Were the disciples idiots? No, they asked the most logical question.

b. Jesus' answer (v.7-8) [2 parts]

1) The Father's authority (v.7).

· This is a major transition verse in the book of Acts.

a) "times" = refers to duration of time.

b) "seasons" = refers to specific periods of time and how those periods are characterized.

c) The times and seasons are based on the Father's authority.

2) "but ye shall receive power...(v.8).

a) "but" (alla) = strong adversative.

b) Jesus is telling his disciples that they need not be concerned with the change in the kingdom program, rather they should be concerned with being his witnesses.

c) "power" = comes from a family of words which refer to an inherent power.

d) When the Holy Spirit comes, you will receive an inherent power that will enable you to be my witnesses.

e) Geography

· Gospel of Luke begins with the life of Christ and ends in Jerusalem, Acts picks up in Jerusalem and continues to the uttermost parts of the earth.

                                          Uttermost parts

 

f)
"witnesses" (occurs 19x, forms of the word occur @ 40x)

· "wit" means knowledge about something, hence the disciples were called witness which means that they were called to testify to the person and works of Jesus Christ.

· Sometimes we confuse our responsibility to testify to the gospel with the effect produced in evangelism.  Our responsibility has been carried our not on the basis of the number of converts, but upon our faithfully delivering the message (good example might be the postal system – they faithfully deliver the mail, but the response to the mail is not based on them).

f) The result – a large part of the faithfulness of the disciples testifying about Jesus was in their normal, everyday job in the secular world.

c. The ascension of Jesus (1:9-11) [central passage in the NT for the ascension]

1) The Mount of Olives.

a) Olivet refers to a garden.

b) The Garden of Gethsemane is at the foot of the mountain..

2) "taken up" (v.9)

a) Refers to lifting up something.  

b) The verb is in the passive voice, which implies the Father's approval of Jesus' ministry.

3)  "received" = means to take up under, to take from below.

· A.T. Robertson said that Christ seemed to be supported by the cloud.

4) "as he went"

a) Common word used for a long journey.

b) This suggests the deliberate journey back to the Father.

5) "taken up" = synonymous with the verb in verse 9.

EXCURSES #4 – THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ASCENSION
d. The Apostles go back to Jerusalem (1:12-14).

1) A Sabbath's day journey – this is the distance that a person was allowed according to the Jewish traditions of the day (1/2 – 2/3 of a mile; approx. 2,000 cubits).

2) Upper room.

a) Largest room in the house.

b) The first floor would have many smaller rooms that would help support the upper room on the second floor.  This was the room many would use for social events, entertaining, etc.

c) Some have thought about this upper room...

· Where Jesus at the last Passover (most argue this).

· Jesus appeared after the resurrection.

· In Mary house, the mother of John Mark.

3) For what did they pray? (v.14)

· They were praying for something very specific.

4) The coming of the Holy Spirit.

· 5 reasons why the disciples are praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

a) The preceding context – the first nine verse talk about the Holy Spirit.

b) Luke 11:13 – Luke refers to praying and asking for the Spirit.

· In the gospel era, the coming of the Holy Spirit was prophesied; it was also appropriate in Acts 1 to ask for the coming of the Spirit because it hadn't come yet.

c) The following context – In Acts 2, the prayer of Acts 1 is answered.

d) Article before "prayer" – this implies that they are continuing in prayer.

e) Luke 3:21 – Luke again refers to praying and asking for the Spirit.

e. Selection of the 12th Apostle (1:15-26).

1) What was the problem? In Matthew 19:28, the Lord had promised that the disciples would sit on 12 thrones and rule with Christ.  Peter's concern was to have the Apostles ready when Jesus come – so, he wanted to make sure that there were 12 Apostles.

a) Kent believes that this was apologetic in nature.  How is it to be   

    explained that Christ would pick a disciple who would betray Him.

Hullingerine View

b) Kingdom – Jesus instructed concerning the kingdom.  This is the 

    Kingdom/Holy Ghost context with relation to twelve men (Mt 19.28,     

    and Lk 22.29-30).  Replace the one in order that the 12 would reign like 

    Christ taught.

c)  Apostles being found as foundation of the church.

2) Peter reviews the account of Judas' betrayal (v.15-20).

a) Peter's restoration (v.15).

b) Peter's view of Scripture (v.16).

· Peter links the Scripture to the Holy Spirit and the mouth of David (cf. 2 Tim.3:16, 1 Pet.1:19-21).

c) Judas' legacy (v.16-19).

· A legacy is always in the balance until God removes us from this world.

· "He purchased a field" (v.18) – Judas did not buy a field (Matt.27), the religious leaders bought it for him.  Most likely he bought the field indirectly; the priests probably used the money he threw into the temple after Jesus' betrayal to purchased the field.  Hence, Luke is not wrong in saying the Judas purchased a field.

· "manner of his death"

-- Matthew 27 says he hung himself.

-- Acts 1 says he burst in the midst.

-- Both are correct: when he went to hang himself, the limb of the tree probably broke and he fell crashing down below.

d) OT quotations (v.20).

· Peter quotes from Psalms 69:25 and 109:8 to show that Judas was prophesied as being the one would betray Christ, however Judas is not mentioned in these Psalms.

· Psalms 69 & 109 are royal imprecatory psalms.  

-- A royal psalm is one which has God's anointed king in the foreground (i.e. Psalms 2, 20, 21, 45, 72), they deal with the reign of the Lord through the anointed one.

-- The greatest title in the royal psalms is "son."  It has a double meaning: the one ruling and Christ's future rule. 

-- A imprecatory psalm talks about God's enemies and their destruction.

· Both Psalms are foreshadowing the kind of thing that Judas would do as an enemy.

3) Qualifications for the replacement (1:21-22).

a) Witness to the resurrection.

b) "went in and out among us" = somebody who had unhindered fellowship with the disciples and the Lord during his earthly ministry.

4) Method for choosing (1:26).

a) The Apostles are not choosing, they are trying to discover who God has already chosen.

b) Casting of lots is one method of determining God's will (examples: Num.26:55; Jud.1:1-3; Josh.7:14; Lev.16;Prov.16:28).

c) Sometimes we view Matthias not as an Apostle – however he is the one who God, not the disciples chose (Paul is not the 12th Apostle).

d) Should we cast lots today?

· If we insist to do it, there is no instance in the Bible where lots were cast to determine a moral issue.  Lots were not cast where God had already revealed himself.

· When we look up "lots" (at least 20 references), every reference  always comes before the Day of Pentecost.  Therefore, with the indwelling of the Spirit, common sense, and godly counsel, we do not need lots today.

B.
The coming of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the church to show the inception of the work of God in populating the kingdom from Jerusalem (2:1-47).

· Chapter 2 can be divided into 3 parts: 

2:1-13 = the actual coming of the Holy Spirit.

2:14-41 = Peter's Pentecost sermon.

2:42-47 = Luke briefly describes the activities of the early church.

1. The descent of the Holy Spirit (2:1-13)

a. The occasion is the Day of Pentecost.

· Israel observed seven feasts:

1) Passover

a) Commemorate Israel's deliverance from Egypt and the death angel.

b) Passover means "to hover over."

c) Anti-type is in 1 Corinthians 10.

2) Feast of Unleaven Bread

a) Commemorates Israel's hasty departure from Egypt and a break from the sustenance of Egypt.

b) Anti-type is in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, believer break with his old life.

3) First-fruits.

a) Person would wave a sheave before the Lord to signify thanksgiving.

b) Anti-type is in 1 Corinthians 15, resurrection of Christ.

4) Feast of Weeks – signified the completion of the 1st harvest.

5) Feast of Trumpets.

a) The blowing of the trumpet signaled that the Day of Atonement was approaching.

b) Anti-type = gathering of Israel at the end of the tribulation.

6) Day of Atonement.

a) National day of cleansing (cf. Heb.9-10)

b) Anti-type = foreshadowing the cleaning of Israel when they enter the kingdom.

7) Feast of Tabernacles/Booths.

a) Signified the joy of the completed harvest, the provision of God for Israel, and it look forward to the Millennium (this is why Peter asked the to build three tabernacles at the Mount of Transfiguration).

b) This feast was also known as Pentecost.

c) Pentecost (meaning 50th ) was celebrated the 50th day after the Passover.

d) Historical Pentecost signifies the first harvest of souls during the church age.

b. They are in "one place" (2:1b).

· Two solutions (either view is not going to necessarily affect interpretation. 

1) The 120 received the Holy Spirit in the upper room and then left the house speaking in tongues and making their way to the temple – this is how you would account for the crowd.

· Three reasons 

a) Immediate context is the upper room.

b) In 2:2, Luke says they are sitting – best position for a house, rather than a temple.

c) In 2:46 & 3:1, Luke distinguishes between house and temple.

2) The one place would be a reference to the temple and that is where they would received the Spirit (Josephus and G.C. Morgan argue that the one place is a room in the temple).

c. Two phenomena occur (2:2-3) [something that is heard and seen]

· Six observations:

1) Simile used by Luke ("like" or "as").  Not a literal wind that blew.

2) "wind" = Greek noun that refers to a blowing wind.  It comes from a family of words (blow, spirit, breath, wind).

a) In the OT: Genesis 1 – the creation account; Deut 32:11 – eagle fluttering over her nest to protect it; Genesis 2 – the making of Adam.

b) In the NT: John 3 – Nicodemus.

3) "as of fire"

· This is not to be equated with tongues, which will be spoken.

4) "cloven" = to divide, separate, or distribute.

a) There were visible flames or fire that were distributed.

b) Why tongues of fire? tongue signifies speech – this foreshadows the communication of the gospel.

5) Wind/fire symbolism.

· Fire is a symbol of the divine presence.

-- Mount Sinai.

-- Exodus 3 – the burning bush.

-- Fire over the tabernacle.

-- 1 Kgs.18 – fire came down on the altar.

-- 2 Ths.1:8 – Christ coming back to judge.

6) Not Matthew 3:11 = baptism of fire does not refer to the Day of Pentecost, because in the next verse (3:12) deals with the judgment of the false teachers.

d. The filling of the Spirit and speaking in tongues (2:4).

EXCURSES #5 – THE MEANING OF THE DAY OF PENTECOST

EXCURSES #6 – THE ISSUE OF TONGUES 

EXCURSES #7 – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
EXCURSES #8 – BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH
e. Some are bewildered (2:5-12).

f. Some mock (2:13).

2. Peter's Pentecost sermon (2:14-41).

a. Introductory comments.

1) Kinds of preaching (6 kinds).

a) Kerugma – proclamation of the basic facts of the Christian message.

b) Didache – teaching; explanation of the facts.

c) Paraklesis – exhortation, encouragement to apply the message.

d) Homilia – teaching on a particular aspect of the Christian message, particularly necessary as culture changes.

e) Prophesia – prophesy and the sharing of fresh and direct revelation, prophesy does not exist today.

f) Apologia – defense of the Christian message in the face of adversaries.

2) Location/language/audience.

a) Delivered by Peter acting as the spokesman.

b) He delivers the sermon in the court of the Gentiles.

c) Probably spoke in the vernacular – koine Greek or Arabic.

d) Two types of Jews in the audience:

· Jews living in Judea.

· Jews living in Jerusalem.

3) Occasion/theme.

a) Immediate occasion was to give an explanation for what was taking place.  To give a defense for the charge of drunkenness.

b) Jews would drink wine in the evening when they eat meat (Ex.16:8), however it is 9am.

c) Theme was to explain that Christ is the covenanted Messiah.

b. The sermon itself.

1) Was this the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy? (2:14-21).

2) Demonstration that Jesus is the Messiah (5 proofs) (2:22-36).

· side note: Peter used 3 kinds of preaching – apologetic, kerugma, and exhortation.

a) Jesus miracles during his earthly ministry (v.22).

b) Citation from Psalms 16 and the presence of David's tomb.

· Double fulfillment in Psalms 16: David and resurrected Christ.

c) Apostles were eyewitnesses of the resurrection.

d) Supernatural events of Pentecost that Peter says were sent by Christ.

e) Christ's ascension into heaven.

c. The application (v.37-41)

· Peter calls the people to repent and be baptized.

EXCURSES #9 – THE CITATION OF JOEL
EXCURSES #10 – ACTS 2:38
3. The activities of the early church at Jerusalem (2:42-47).

a. "They continued steadfastly" = they gave themselves, devoted themselves.

1) To the Apostles doctrine – includes the OT Scriptures, the things Jesus taught, and items that the Apostles received through direct revelation.

2) Fellowship – involved sharing things with others (physical things, attitudes, ideas, visions, goals).

a) "The breaking of bread and prayers" = a description of the fellowship.

· Breaking of bread refers to both the Lord's Supper and eating meals together (cf. 2:46; 20:7; 1 Cor.10:16; 11:23-25).

· Prayers – all kinds of prayers.

C.
Expansion of the Church at Jerusalem (3:1-6:7)

1. The ministry of Peter in Jerusalem and the opposition of his ministry to show that the gospel can not be thwarted (3:1-4:31).

a. Healing of the lame man (3:1-10).

1) Verses 1-2:

a) The disciples go into Herod's temple, arrive at the hour of prayer (3p) 

b) Meet a lame man since birth, he was now 40 years old (4:22).

c) At the gate of the temple called "Beautiful"

d) Most people believe the gate to be the Corinthian or Nicaner gate.

2) This man was the first of three cripple people healed.

3) The healing was not in touching Peter's hand, Peter was just helpin ghim up.

4) Went into the temple, they were probably in one of the two outer gates.

b. Peter's second sermon in Solomon's colonnade (3:11-26).

1) The setting (3:11)

a) Peter gave the sermon from Solomon portico ("porch").  

b) He speaks as a Jew.

2) The explanation (3:12-16)

a) The miracle is attributed to Jesus.

b) Their treatment of Jesus while on earth was contradictory thus showing their culpability.

· They demanded his death when Pilate wanted to release him (v.12-13).

· They demanded his death while releasing a murderer (v.14).

· They killed the author of life who was raised from the dead (v.15).

· Lame man was healed because of his faith; this was done to further show their guilt.

3) The exhortation: Peter exhorts the people that though they are guilt, they can still repent and enjoy the covenant blessings (3:17-26).

c. Opposition to the ministry of the Apostles to show that it would thrive despite persecution (4:1-31).

1) The leaders are upset at the preaching, yet many still believe (4:1-4).

a) There are three groups that objected:

· Priests (v.1) – ministers at the temple (1 Chr.24 – the priesthood is divided into 24 parts, each part would serve 2 weeks during the year).  What each priest did was determined by lot.

· Captain of the temple (v.1) ("police chief") – second in authority to the high priest.  His function was to keep order.

· Saducees (v.1) – Levitical priests which represented conservative Jewish orthodoxy, did not like additions to the law, did not believe in the resurrection, had more political authority that Pharisees, less religious authority.

b) Two things that upset them:

· Apostle were teaching – that was the Saducees job.

· They were preaching the resurrection.

2) Peter's address before Jewish leaders (4:5-12).

a) Annas was not the high priest – the reason he still refers to Annas is because of his influence that still had affect.

b) v.8, Peter received endowment for immediate task.

3) The leader's response to Peter's answer (4:13-22).

a) The leaders had observed three things in the Apostles:

· Spoke boldly and with authority as Christ did.

· Recognized them as having been with Jesus.

· Great facility in handling the Scriptures.

· This is what the filling of the Spirit does to them.

b) Astonishment (v.13-14).

c) Meet privately (v.15-17) [quite possibly Paul was at this meeting, how else would he have known of it?]

d) Threatened (v.18-22)

· This provided a legal basis to arrest them later.

4) The church's reaction (4:23-31).

a) They seek the Lord, they begin to pray.

b) This prayer has three parts to it:

· God is sovereign (v.24).

· God's sovereign plan includes believers facing opposition (v.25-28).

· Ask for boldness (v.29-30)

c) Side note: Pharisees were the theological liberals of the day, started out well, appeared in the inter-testamental period.  Sanhedrin were the supreme court of Israel, composed of the high priest and 70 other priests.

2. The ministry of the church in Jerusalem and the opposition from within to show that the gospel cannot be hindered by men (4:32-35).

a. The unity of the church (4:32-35).

1) Luke's intent is to show the pattern of church life.

2) Economic situation was declining.

3) Great example to the world.

b. Positive illustration – Barnabus (4:36-37).

· He sold property and brought the money to the Apostles.

· Luke has a way of introducing major characters in a minor way – he will mention the person quickly, then later mentions him more in length; this is a literary device which gives cohesion to the entire narrative.

1) Baranbus' real name was Joseph, he was a Levite born in Cyprus.

2) Tradition says that Barnabus was one of the 70 sent forth by Christ (Lk.10).

3) Great need in the early church for spiritual maturity and money.

4) He had great influence because he was able to help early Christians overcome their early fears of Saul.

5) Years later he was sent by the Jerusalem church to Antioch to see if the conversion were genuine – he confirms them.

6) Paul and Barnabus formed a missionary team on Paul's first missionary journey.  When it Lystra people called Barnabus "Zeus" (maybe because of his height).

7) Second missionary journey – falling out between Paul and Barnabus aout John Mark.

8) Even though he and Paul never ministered together again, Paul speaks favorably of him (1 Cor.9:6; Gal.2:13; Col.4:10).

9) Tertullian said that Barnabus wrote the book of Hebrews (this may be true).

c. Negative illustration – Ananias and Saphira (5:1-11).

1) Ananias means, "Jehovah is gracious." Saphira means, "beautiful."

2) Sins of Ananias and Saphira was lying to the Holy Spirit; sin was not keeping back a portion – sin was hypocrisy.

3) "gave up the ghost" – typical word used when God strikes someone down in judgment.

4) He was immediately buried.

3. Further authentication of the Apostles and continued rejection by Israel (5:12-42).

a. A series of miracles (5:12-16).

b. The Apostle's appearance before the Sanhedrin and imprisonment (5:17-23).

1) High priest rose up, indicates they were taking official action (v.17).

2) Other Apostles were arrested as well (v.29).

3) Angel of the Lord opens the prison door.  Angel means, "messenger" – the context indicates an angelic messenger.

4) This is the first of three jail miracles.

5) Angels say to them to do three things (v.20)

a) Go – resume what you were doing.

b) Stand – standing one's ground.

c) Speak – continue to teach and preach the gospel.

6) "they feared the people" (v.26)

7) Peter preaches in essence his Pentecost sermon again (v.29-33).

8) Sanhedrin did not have authority to carry out capital punishment.

c. Gamaleil's council (5:34-40)

1) Gamaliel is rising up against the Sanhedrin.

2) He was a Pharisee (they were more influential with the people than the Saducees).

3) Pharisees believed in the resurrection, existence of angels, and tended to live a more simple life (Saducees living in luxury), most expositors of the Bible were Pharisees.

4) Two major Pharisee schools: Hillel, Shamai

a) Hillel – liberal branch (this is where Gamaliel is from) 

b) Hillel was actually Gamaliel's grandfather.

5) Gamaliel was referred to as "rabban" meaning "our teacher" (most respect Pharisee of the day.  Rabbi means, "my teacher."

6) Gamaliel essentially says – don't do anything rash (he gives 2 examples)

a) "Theudas" (v.36) – probably came to death after Herod the Great.

b) "Judas of Galilee (v.27) – lead a revolt against Rome in 6 AD, he was a zealot trying to overthrow the Roman government.

c) Gamaliel's point: if God is not behind them then what these men are doing will not last (however, many false movement have succeeded – maybe not so good advice).  He also said: even if this is of God, and you fight against it, you are fighting against God.

7) First instance of Christian persecution in Acts (2/3 flogging was on the back, 1/3 was on  the chest).

d. Response of the Apostles (5:41-42) – they went home rejoicing.

1) They were not repentant (v.42).

2) They continued to explain about Christ and evangelize (v.42).

4. The administrative action of the church to show thew working together of Jews and non-Jews in order to prepare for the expansion of the church outside Jerusalem (6:1-7).

a. Number of disciples is growing, first time "disciples" is used – will be used 20 times in Acts (compare to 200 plus times in the gospels) and never after Acts.

b. Disciple was a follower, this was a literal following.

c. Hebrews lived primarily in the region of Palestine, spoke primarily Aramaic, used the Hebrew Scriptures, observed the Mosaic law more strictly than the Greecians.

d. Greecians lived outside Palestine, but were returning to their homeland; part of the dispersion, spoke Greek, used the Septuagint, considered Hebrews as narrow minded people.

e. There was tension between the Hebrews and Greecians.  Both groups had their own synagogues in Jerusalem.

f. Some felt that the Greecians were being treated unfairly.

g. Apostles delegated the dealing of this to qualified men (v.2-4).  Those men had to meet three qualifications.

1) Of honest report – good reputation.

2) Full of the Holy Ghost (3rd category of filling; an abiding condition).

3) Wisdom.

h. All the people who were chosen had Greek names (v.5).

II. Luke records the events surrounding the progression of the gospel in Judea and Samaria in order to show the sovereign work of God in the spreading of the message and to show the inclusion of the participants in the kingdom to extend beyond Jerusalem (6:8-9:31).

· There are three major events in this section: martyrdom of Stephen, ministry of Philip, and the conversion of Saul.

A. The martyrdom of Stephen (6:8-8:1a).

· Luke includes the martyrdom of Stephen for 2 reasons: 

-- Explains the means God would use to scatter the Christians so that the gospel would be spread outside of Jersualem.

-- Shows the spiritual strength and vitality of the church.

1. Stephen's miracles and teaching (6:8-10).

a. Before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, there were about 390 synagogues in Jerusalem.

b. Synagogues of the libertines (meaning from slavery) (v.9).

c. Saul of Tarsus was from Cilicia – this could have been Saul's synagogue.

d. First occurrence when the gospel is presented in a synagogue.

2. Stephen is falsely accused (6:11).

· Accused of two things:

a. Blaspheming or defying Moses.

b. Blaspheming God.

3. Stephen is arrested and changed (6:12-7:1).

· Verse 15 – remember Acts is a book of the miraculous.

4. Stephen's address (7:2-53).

· Longest speech in Acts.

· Form of address is to recite history in order to prove one's point – this was a common practice.

a. Three major ideas in the discourse.

1) There is a progression and change in God's program (the main crux).

2) God's blessings are not limited to the land of Israel and the temple.

3) Israel and its past has always had a pattern of opposition to God.

b. The period of Abraham to Egypt (v.2-16).

c. The period of Moses and the law (v.17-43).

d. The period of the tabernacle and the temple (v.44-50).

e. The accusation of Israel's leaders – Sanhedrin is unresponsive to God's Word demonstrated by the killing of the just one – the Lord Jesus (v.51-53).

f. Stephen's murder (7:54-8:1a).

1) "cut to the heart" (v.54) – painful wound by what had been said.  They responding by "gnashing" meaning brutal.  This word "gnashing" is also characteristic of Gehennah.

2) Stephen is filled with the Holy Ghost (category 2 filling) (v.55) – he is allowed to see the presence of God.

3) Interesting to note that he sees Jesus standing (2 reasons why)

a) To stand was the posture for a witness, Stephen had just been condemned in an earthly court, is this an act of advocacy?

b)  Jesus' welcomed Stephen into his presence  as the 1st Christian martyr.

4) In the gospels, Jesus was the only one to used the name, "Son of Man," they knew exactly that Stephen was claiming to see Christ.

5) By the end of Stephen's sermon, the religious leaders see three implications:

a) Stephen was indicating that Israel was guilty.

b) The law was temporary.

c) Temple must be done away with.

6) Saul is tending to the clothes and outer-garments, he is probably in his mid 30's (roughly a contemporary of Jesus) (v.58).

7) Saul was consenting ("active appeal") to Stephen's death.

B. The Ministry of Philip (8:1b-40)

1. The work of Philip in Samaria (8:1b-25)

a. Persecution leads to dispersion (v.1b-3),

1) Section gives us the cause of how the gospel is spread ("at that time" – at the martyrdom of  Stephen).

2) Hostility causes them to leaven Jerusalem.

3) "scattered" (v.1) – used frequently in the gospels as the sowing of seeds.

a) The rough times are God's methods of scattering us into the places where the Gospel can get out.

b) We seem to be beginning in the church to define evangelism as what is done in the church, and not outside the church.  Purpose of the service is to edify the people and then go out into the world and evangelize.

4) "havock" (v.3) – ravinging; OT refers to wild boars that destroyed a vineyard.  The word is also in the perfect tense meaning that the martyrdom of Stephen is what ignited Saul's persecution of Christians.

b. Philip's preaching in Samaria (v.4-8).

1) He went "down" (speaking of topography not geography).

2) Samaritans:

a) Hated by Jews because Samarian ancestors had married with Gentiles following the Assyrian conquest.

b) Erected their own temple, which was a rival temple to the temple in Jerusalem.

c) Only accepted the Pentateuch as authoritative.

c. Simon the socerer (v.9-13).

1) He is performing miracles through the demonic.

2) Difference between religion and spiritualism needs to be made.

3) "kingdom" (v.12) – referring to the theocratic kingdom.

4) Simon believes – no difference between his belief and other people who believed, he is a Christian (v.13).

d. Approval of the Jerusalem church (v.14-17).

· Church sends a delegation to the Samaritans to see if their believing is true – it is determined that it is true.

e. Peter's rebuke of Simon (v.18-24).

1) There was some external sign that showed they had received the Spirit.

2) Simon wants to buy the ability Peter had to do this (where we get the word "simony" – buying of an office)

3) Peter strongly rebukes Simon, Simon is terrified – he prays for mercy.

4) This is an argument by many that Simon was not saved.

a) Remember that Simon was freshly saved out of demonism.

b) "perishing" needs to be explained within the context – Simon was probably familiar with what happened in Acts 5.

c) Reason why Simon was not killed was because his sin was not intentionally planed (he was theologically ignorant), not deliberate as in Acts 5.

f. Further evangelism in Samaria (v.25)

1) Peter and John engage in evangelism in Samaria.

2) This incident is slowly opening the door to reaching all Gentiles.

2. Philip's ministry to the Ethiopian eunuch (8:26-40).

a. Philip ordered by an angel (v.26).

1) First Gentile to be evangelize in Acts.

2) Philip told to go to a road between Jerusalem and Gaza, the directive must have been strong because evidently his ministry was successful (8:6).

b. Philip was told to go near the chariot of the Ethiopian (v.27-29).

1) This man was in charge of the Ethiopian treasury (v.27).

2) Ethiopia was a kingdom located between Egypt and Sudan.

3) Candace was a dynastic title that this man had (i.e. Pharaoh of Egypt).

4) Called a eunuch because:

a) He was castrated – this was often done to prevent an heir to the throne, often done to those in positions of leadership.

b) He held a significant post or title in the kingdom – because of the numerous references to the term "eunuch" it is probably referring to this 2nd reason.

5) Eunuch made a pilgrimage to worship God.

6) "chariot" – covered wagon.

7) He is reading the prophet Isaiah.  Unusual for this man to possess a copy of the Hebrew Scriptures.

c. Philip speaks to with the man about Isaiah 53 (v.30-35).

1) Wagon is probably in a caravan.

2) Reading aloud was common in first century.

3) In this time it was understood that the Jews interpreted this passage as relating to Israel, but Philip explains it as referring to the Messiah as the suffering servant.

d. Philip baptizes the man and is caught away (v.36-40).

1) Ethiopian becomes one of the earliest missionaries.

2) 20 years later in Acts 21, this Ethiopian eunuch is in Caesarea.

C. Conversion of Saul (9:1-31)

1. The supernatural conversion of Saul to validate his message to the Gentiles (9:1-9a).

· "yet" (9:1) linked to 8:3.

a. On his way to Damascus (v.1-2).

1) Jewish high priest had been granted the right by Rome to expedite Jews who had left from Jerusalem.

2) Saul believed he was doing to right thing; noble concept in the OT to purge the nation from idolatry (Pharisee movement began because of this).

b. Thrown to the ground (v.3-6).

1) King of Damascus at this time was Aretis IV (reigned until 40 AD).

2) Damascus was 150 miles NE of Jerusalem.

3) Luke refers to Christianity as "the way" (early reference to Christianity?)

4) Saul's vision occurs at noon.

5) Jesus speaks to Saul (using his Jewish name).

6) "Why persecutest thou me?" – referring to the union between Christ and the church.

7) He probably never saw Jesus in his earthly ministry (Stephen recognized Jesus, Saul did not).

c. Blinded (v.7-9)

d. Ananias commanded (v.10-12).

1) Resident of Damascus.

2) Given instruction about where to find Paul.

3) "Straight" – major street in Damascus (v.11).

e. Ananias objects (v.13-16).

1) First time that Christians are referred to as saints (v.13).

2) Distinction between Romanism and Christian saints.  Roman Catholics have to go through a process, Christians become saints at salvation.

f. Ananias obeys (v.17-19a).

1) Calls Saul a brother.

2) Saul is filled with the Holy Spirit (category 1 filling) (v.17).

2. The opposition against Saul to show the continued Jewish antagonism to provide a basis for the gospel going to the Gentiles (9:19b-31).

a. Opposition in Damascus (v.19b-25).

b. Opposition in Jerusalem (v.26-30).

c. The church is at peace (v.31).

III. Luke records the progression of the gospel in the uttermost part of the earth in order to show the universal nature of the message by its inclusion of the Gentiles (9:32-28:31).

A. The extension of the church to Syrian Antioch (9:32-12:24).

1. The ministry of Peter leading to the universal message (9:32-10:48).

a. The healing in Lydda (v.32-35) (cf.Lk.5, Mk.2).

b. Miracle in Joppa (v.36-43).

1) North of Lydda.

2) Dorcus is her Greek name, Tabitha is her Aramaic name.

3) She was had a reputation for helping people.

4) They did not bury her, perhaps they were waiting for Peter to heal her.

5) Purpose of the miracle is two-fold.

a) Confirm Peter's ministry.

b) Ministering in one area that is partially Gentile.

6) Peter is staying with a tanner (this was an unholy profession for the Jews), this transitions into chapter 10 with Cornelius.

c. Conversion of Cornelius (10:1-48).

1) Luke tells this account 3 times.

a) A major issue between the Jews and Gentiles was the clean and unclean tension – the key to understanding the tension is by means of the OT sacrificial system.

b) Things that are unclean can penetrate the tabernacle, certain things can go all the way to the ark of the covenant and make it unlcean.

c) Atonement means, "wipe away," not cover or covering.

d) Gentiles were unclean (mostly related to the issue of food)>

e) John 4 – woman at the well; if I draw from something unclean and give it to you, it will cause you to become unclean.

2) Luke stresses four things:

a) The Christians initially resisted this evangelism.

b) It is God who leads the way into Gentile evangelism.

c) Peter will be the leader of the Apostles in opening this door to the Gentiles.

d) Eventually the Jerusalem church did accept the Gentiles without having them convert to Judaism. 

3) Chapter 10 is divided into five movements.

a) Vision (v.1-8)

· Herod renamed Caesarea in honor of Caesar Augustus.

· Caesarea is the capital of Judea, major Romans seaport for Palestine, center of Roman military activity.

· Cornelius was a common name.  He commanded 10 soldiers; interestingly, throughout Scripture centurians are spoken of positively.  

· Was Cornelius saved before Peter came to see him? probably yes.

· At 3pm Cornelius was praying (v.3).

· Cornelius sent men to Joppa to get Peter.

b) Vision (v.9-16)

· Peter was hungry (v.10) – this explains why God used a vision of food.

· Falls into a trance and he sees a sheet (like a ship sail) filled with clean and unclean animals.

· He is told to rise and eat, but he strongly resists.

c) Visitation (v.17-23a)

· Cornelius' messenger calls out for Peter; they present Cornelius to Peter in the best light possible and ask him to help.

· Unusual for Peter to invite the men in – perhaps he is understanding the vision.

· Peter takes 6 others (Jewish Christians) with him – 2 day trip to Joppa.

d) Visitation (v.23b-43)

· Cornelius makes arrangements for Peter's arrival (v.24)

· Peter preaches to his first Gentile audience.

e) Vindication (v.44-48)

· Gentiles believed and are given the Holy Spirit.

· Vindication of what is taking place.

· Outward evidence is speaking in tongues.

2. The discussion between Peter and the Jewish believers concerning his actions to validate for them the spread of the gospel (11:1-8)

· Luke had two purposes for this section:

-- Demonstrated that Gentiles were being accepted without coming under Judaism.  

-- Distinction between Israel and the church.

a. Some of the Jewish believers criticized Peter for eating with the Gentiles (11:1-3)

1) The Jews were saved (10:45; 11:15)

2) Eating is an indication of fellowship in the Bible.

b. Peter defends his actions with Cornelius (11:4-17).

· Peter will stress that what he did was of God's initiative:

1) He recounts his vision (v.4-10).

2) He recounts how at the precise moment the delegation arrived from Cornelius (v.11-14).

3) How they received the Spirit just as they had (v.15-17).

c. The verdict: they agree that God granted repentance to the Gentiles (v.18).

3. Events in the Antioch church to show its preparation for the spread of the gospel (3:19-30).

a. The gospel goes to the Gentile area to show the first time the church actively participated in reaching out to them (v.19-21).

1) Syrian Antioch = 3rd largest city, 300 miles north of Jerusalem, one of the key populations centers (300,000-800,000).  Known for its immorality.

2) Luke says that the gospel is working here.

3) "Hand of God" = OT symbolism, used here to talk about the power and success of the gospel.

4) Some argue for lordship salvation is this verse (v.18), however Luke is not indicating two difference kinds of salvations.

b. The generosity of the Jerusalem church toward the church at Antioch to show the unity between Jews and Gentiles in this new dimension of God's program (v.22-30).

1) Barnabus sends for Saul.

2) "Christian" (used 3x in the Bible), it is never used by Christians to refer to themselves – it is always used by outsiders.

a) This is how the world views them.

b) Christians represented a different entity for Judaism.

3) There were prophets active in the church.

4) Prophets had two functions:

a) To deliver a message to meet the local need.

b) Foretell the future – this was the only way to validate the former function.

c) Common to both: the prophet was the recipient of divine revelation.

5) Gift was given to the elders (v.30).

4. The persecution of the Jerusalem church to continue to validate Jewish rejection and validate Gentile inclusion (12:1-24).

· Two purposes of this section:

-- Validate Jewish rejection.

-- Validate Gentile inclusion.

a.
The martyrdom of James (v.1-2) [Herod Agrripa I ruling at this time]

1) Agrippa had Jewish blood and tried to do good things for the Jews.

2) He was taking advantage of the distinction between saved and unsaved Jews.

3) This is the only record of an Apostle's death that is actually described (2nd martyr).

b.
The imprisonment and escape of Peter (v.3-19).

1) There were many people in Jerusalem because of the feasts.

2) This is the third time Peter is arrested.

3) Peter references 16 soldiers to watch him (v.4).  One would have been chained to Peter (probably in this case two soldiers were chained to him, one on each arm), and two would have watched the door – they would do this in shifts.

4) "Easter" (v.4) – describing the entire festival of the Passover and unleaven bread (8 days total).

5) Imprisoned in the Antonian complex.

6) Peter is sleeping (v.6) – at the end of the gospel of John, Jesus tells Peter that he would not die until he was old.

7) Angel of the Lord (reference to Christ) leads Peter out.

8) Why was James killed and Peter saved?  providence (cf. Rev.1:18 – keys are a reference to authority).

9) Why the people reacted the way they did when they saw Peter at the door:

a) They thought that this was Peter's guardian angel (not Biblical data to back up guardian angels).  Key reference used to prove this is Matthew 18, however this reference is to children, not to disciples.

b) Human messenger.

c) Peter's spirit.

c. The death of Herod Agrippa I (v.20-23).

1) He had become displeased with his subjects in Tyre and Sidon.

2) Josepheus says in his antiquities: Herod appeared at an outdoor theater before officials in Tyre and Sidon.  Began to get stomach pains, he was carried out, and died 5 days later.

3) "Eaten of worms" 

a) Appendix problem that was compounded by roundworms.

b) Sist cause by a tapeworm.

d. The word continued to spread (v.24).

B. The extension of the church to Cyprus and Asia Minor (12:25-16:5).

1. The call and ordination of Saul and Barnabus for their first missionary journey (12:25-13:3).

a. They brought John Mark with them (John-Jewish name, Mark-Roman name).

b. Five prominent leaders in this church:

1) Barnabus – leader.

2) Simon – from North Africa.

3) Lucias.

4) Manian.

5) Saul.

· The last two name were teachers, the first three were prophets.

c. This marks the first time when the local church deliberately planned to send people to the Gentiles – all other times seemed to have been on accident.

2. The first missionary journey to show the spread of the gospel to Asia Minor (13:4-14:28).

a. The mission to Cyprus (v.4-12).

1) The stop in Salamis (v.4-5)

a) Homeland of Barnabus.

b) Salamis (1st town they come to), largest town on the eastern side of island.

c) There were enough Jews to make a synagogue.

2) The stop in Paphos (v.6-12)

a) They continued to Paphos – 90 miles to the other side of the island.

b) Word reached Sergius Paulus about Paul and Barnabus.  Sergius Paulus was a deputy, highest Roman official on the island.

c) Bar-Jesus ("son of a savior"), he was a false prophet, his nickname was Elemas (v.8), which means sorcerer.

d) He was opposed to Saul and Barnabus:

· He was opposed to their message.

· Very common for Roman officials to have an aid involved in sorcery, so if Sergius Paulus accepted Saul and Barnabus, then Elemas would be out of a job.

e) Saul now begins to use his Gentile name – Paul.  This marks the beginning of Paul's ministry to the Gentiles.

f) Paul is filled with the spirit (category 2 filling).

g) This is the 2nd of 4 instances of a confrontation with demonic powers.

h) Sergius Paulus comes to faith as a result of Paul's dealings with Elemas.

i) Three significant facts:

· This marks Paul assuming the leadership of the missionaries (v.13).

· Mission of the church will become more Gentile oriented.

· Jewish rejection is symbolized by the blindness of Bar-Jesus.

b. John Mark defects (v.13).

1) In Perga, John Mark defects.

2) Five theories on why John Mark defected:

a) Homesick.

b) Afraid of getting sick (Paul had become ill already).

c) Afraid of the danger that laid ahead of them (the way the had planned to travel was going to lead them on a road infested with robbers).

d) Missionary leadership was changing from Barnabus to Saul.

e) In disagreement regarding the full acceptance of the gospel to the Gentiles (probably the best view)

c. Mission to Pisida Antioch (v.14-52).

· Road Paul and Barnabus took was infested with bandits, road also took them from sea level to 3,600 feet above sea level.

· Galatians 4:13, Paul indicates that he came to them in weakness of the flesh (he was sick).

1) Visit to the synagogue (v.14-15).

a) Four parts to synagogue service:

· Liturgy of prayers and blessings.

· Leader would read 2 passages orally from the OT, Mosaic law, and  the prophets.

· Competent person would give an address.

· Benediction.

b) Two reasons Paul went to the synagogues:

· Similar theological background.

· He began in the synagogues to gain a hearing with the Jews.

2) Paul preaches his first sermon (v.16-41)

a) The theme: Christ is the Messiah which calls for repentance or judgement.

b) Outline:

· History of Israel – Egyptian bondage to John the Baptist to show the preparation for the coming of the Messiah (v.16-25).

· Crucifixion of the Messiah – show the guilt of the nation (v.26-27).

· Appeal to believe to avert judgment (v.28-41).

c) Results of the sermon (v.42-45).

d. The mission to Iconium (14:1-6).

1) SSE of Antioch.

2) Iconium comes from the Greek word image.

e. The mission to Lystra (v.7-20a)

1) 20 miles south of Iconium (normal distance one would travel in a day).

2) Paul heals a lame man.  The lame man had faith in the God who could heal, not faith in order to be healed.

3) Ancient greek mythology: Zeus and Hermes visited this city, the people though that they had return in the from of Paul and Barnabus (Barnabus being Zeus, and Paul being Hermes as the chief speaker).

4) A group for Pisidan Antioch came down and stirred up the crowd, and Paul and Barnabus were taken out to be stoned.

f. The mission to Derbe (v.20b-21a).

g. Return trip to Syrian Antioch (v.21b-28).

1) They returned for edification and discipleship.

2) The kingdom of God is future in this text (this argues against the mystery form of the kingdom).

3) They ordained elders in every church (v.28).  Plurality of leadership in NT churches (cf. 20:17, Phil.1:1).

4) Elders qualifications in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 would be later developed, the one who were elders at the time were probably the more mature members.

5) "They" (v.23) – refers to Paul and Barnabus.  However, the Greek verb "ordained" originally meant to elect by a raise of hands.  Many people feel that he people elected the elders – probably not the best argument.

6) Paul writes Galatians (49 AD)

3. Events of the Jerusalem council to show the early church's acceptance of the Gentles in God's program (15:1-35).

· How we interpret chapter 15 will essentially underlie our view of eschatology and our relationship to the law among a number of other major issues.

a. Paul and Barnabus go to Jerusalem to deal with the issue of circumcision  (v.1-4).

1) Number of Gentiles came to faith as a result of Paul and Barnabus' ministry.

2) Two views on the relationship between the church and Judaism.

a) Liberal Jews = Gentile Christians did not have to submit to Judaism, they saw the church as a separate entity from Judaism – Gentiles did not have to sumbit to the rituals of Judaism, the law, etc.

b) Conservative Jews = Christianity was a faction within Judaism – this would involve Gentile believers to submit to rite of circumcision and the law.

3) Men from Judea had come down to Antioch taking the conservative view, Peter sided with them because he withdrew from eating with the Gentiles.  This situation posed the 4th major crisis in the church (1st was Ananias and Sapphira, 2nd was widows, 3rd was simony).

4) This situation led to a debate among them; they decided to take the matter to the Apostles and elders in Jerusalem (v.2).

b. Suggestion of some believing Pharisees (v.5) – taking conservative approach.

c. Peter's testimony (v.6-11).

· 4 conclusions regarding the matter:

1) God had chosen for Gentiles to hear of salvation from the his lips (v.7b) (referring to the Cornelius incident).

2) God had accepted them which was shown by the giving of the Spirit.

3) Imposing the law would be to test/tempt God and put a burden upon the disciples (v.10).

4) Jews and Gentiles are saved through grace.

d. Paul and Barnabus' testimonies (v.12).

1) Barnabus (the more esteemed) is speaking not Paul

2) Barnabus appeals to the miracles and wonders they did in order to validate their ministry.

e. James testimony (v.13-21)

1) The conclusions of the council are confirmed by the experience of Peter (v.13-14).

2) The conclusions of the council are confirmed by Scripture (v.15-18).

3) Practically: the Gentiles should not be annoyed but asked to abide by an ethic which would not offend the Jews (v.19-21).

a) "Troubling the Gentiles" = imposing the Mosaic law on them (v.19).

b) To help the Gentile converts not to make the Jews stumble, James suggests four things to abstain from:

· Anything associated with idolatry (especially food).

· Fornication – any type of immorality.

· Avoid animals that are strangled – an animal whose blood had not been strained; this is according to the instructions given in the Mosaic law.

· Avoid blood – sanctity of blood in Jewish culture (Lev.17).

c) Reason for the four restrictions (v.21) – in the synagogues services, there would be a reading that would come from the law.  The Jews had stressed these kinds of issues.  James is dealing with Christian liberty, he is not putting the Gentiles under the law.

f. The report is taken to Antioch (v.22-29).

1) Two witnesses escort Paul and Barnabus (Judas-Jewish name, Silas-Greek name).

2) Letters are also sent along with the oral message of Paul and Barnabus.

3) There were four conclusions in the letter:

a) The men that were advocating circumcision were not authorized by the Jerusalem church (v.24).

b) Jerusalem church had reached a unified decision (v.25).

c) Apostles had sent Paul and Barnabus indicating a high regard in which they were held – "our beloved Paul and Barnabus"

d) They are tributing their decision to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

g. Joyful acceptance of the church at Antioch (v.30-35).

4. The confirmation of the churches in Asia Minor (15:36-16:5)

a. The beginning of the second missionary journey and disagreement over John Mark (15:36-41).

b. The churches of Galatia (16:1-5).

1) In Lystra, they meet a young believer named Timothy.

2) Son of a mixed marriage (mother was a believer, Father was a Greek).

3) Timothy had a strong religious background.

4) Faithful assistant to Paul (Phil.2).

5) Takes the place of John Mark.

6) Cautious personality.

7) At this time he is in his mid 20's (in pastoral epistles probably mid 30's).

8) He was circumcised.

C. The extension of the church into the Aegean area (16:6-19:20).

1. The call to Macedonia (16:6-10).

a. There are different forms of guidance in the book of Acts.

b. Paul was always moving and always doing in order to receive God's guidance.

2. The ministry in Macedonia (16:11-17:15).

· Macedonia was a distinct national group, had tied to the Greeks, always gave Romans a hard time when the Romans wanted to expand their empire.

· Roman government divided Macedonia into 4 parts.

a. The ministry in Philippi (16:11-40).

· 10 miles from the shore, 120 miles from Troas.

1) The conversion of Lydia (v.11-14).

a) Philippi had no synagogue (according to the Mishna, it only took about 10 males Jews to form a synagogue).

b) Paul went down to the river (a common place where God fearers would be – according to Josephus).

c) Lydia trusted Christ.  Luke emphasizes that her heart was opened by the Lord through the power of the gospel.

2) Deliverance of the demon possessed slave girl (v.16-18).

a) "spirit of divination" = literally the spirit of Python.

b) The girls cries out to the most high God – this is a reference to Jews and Greeks (in Greek culture most high is also associate with Zeus).

c) This grieved Paul (literally annoyed him).

d) Her master were upset because Paul cast out the demon (her master were using her ability for business purposes).

e) It was contrary to Roman law for people to try to change the religion of Roman citizens.  Rome had no problems with Christianity or any other religions.  The problem was the exclusiveness of Christianity and persuasion to convert others to Christ (aggressive evangelism).

f) "beat" (v.23) – beat with rods (cf. 2 Cor.12).

g) Placed into custody of a jailer (v.23-24) (Jailer were commonly retired military men who follow orders and could use military skills if needed).

3) The flogging and jailing of Paul and Silas (v.19-40).

a) What must I do to be saved? – there are two opinions here.

· Jailer had heard their preaching and wanted to accept Christ.

· Jailer was only interested in physical deliverance.

b) Whatever the question, Paul gives the jailer the gospel.

b. The ministry in Thessalonica (17:1-9).

1) The city

a) Founded in 315 BC by Macedonian general Cassander who names the city after his wife (step sister of Alexander the Great).

b) 186 BC was made the capital of Roman province of Macedonia.

c) 2nd largest city in Macedonia (200,000), largest city was Philippi.

d) Known as a free city – gained this status in 42 BC.  This means that the internal affairs of the city was governed by a board of magistrates known as "polytarks."

e) The geography of the city:

· Located on the banks of the Thermaitc Gulf – major seaport.

· Also on the path of the famous Igantius way – major land route from Rome to the east.

· Salmonica (present day Thessaolia) (in WWII, 60,000 Jews taken from the city and executed by the Natzis.

2) Paul ministers in the synagogue (v.1-4).

a) Paul had traveled 100 miles west to Thessalonica.

b) Paul routinely emphasized two major points in the synagogues:

· OT Scripture spoke of a dying and suffering Savior.

· Prophecies were fulfilled in Christ.

c) The result of his preaching in the synagogues was two-fold:

· Many were converted ("devout" Jews – tired of their religion and wanted to try something new).

· Strong reaction by the unbelieving Jews.

3) Trouble from Jews to show continued rejection (v.5-9).

4) Other points of interest – Luke mentions 4 types of preaching (v.2-3)

a) "reasoned" – intellectual, argument.

b) "opening" – explained.

c) "alleging" – give guidance, prove.

d) "preaching" –proclamation.

c.
Ministry in Berea (17:10-15).

1) 50 miles south of Thessalonica.

2) Listened to what Paul said and compared it with their copy of the Hebrew Scriptures.

3. The Ministry in Achaia (17:16-18:17).

a. Ministry in Athens (v.16-34).

· Athens had reached its prime about 500 years previous – still it was the intellectual and cultural center of the world.

1) Distress over idolatry (cf. Romans 1).

2) Ministry in the synagogue and marketplace (v.17) – agora.

3) Opposed b Epicureans and Stoic philosophers (v.18).

a) Epicureans said that pleasure is the chief aim of life, meaning the greatest good was the most worthy pursuit of man (peace, free from death, pain, etc.).  Also taught that God had no interest in human affairs, believed in fate.

b) Stoics stressed self-sufficiency, rationalism, arrogant, fatalists.

c) Called Paul a "babbler" (literally a seedpicker – reference to a bird who picks up seeds from different places).

4) Sermon at the Areopagus (v.19-31).

a) Areopagus could have several meanings:

· Sometimes referred to as Mars' Hill (Hill of Areas), place where local council met.

· Sometimes referred to as the group (local council).

b) Paul calls them very religious, not flattering them.  They are firm in their idolatry.  Paul was a keen analyzer of culture.

c) "unknown god".

· Worshippers of Jehovah who needed to know more about him.

· Informed the people of the God they knew not.

d) Sermon itself.

· God is the creator (v.24).

· God is the sustainer of all things (v.25).

· The whole race descended from one man, Adam (v.26).

· God's purpose in his sovereignty over nations is that people can seek him because he is not far from them (Because of our depravity we are not really seeking God and the purpose of natural revelation is to condemn man – show him his sin). 
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