2 John

I. Introduction:

a. The elect lady

i. A real person whom John knew

1. This is the natural understanding of the word, but this would be an odd way of referring to an individual

2. There is no indication in 2 John that he is using allegorical language

3. Verse13, the elect lady had nieces and nephews

ii. This is a reference to a church over which John had supervision

1. The church is personified elsewhere as a bride, and Israel is also personified as a woman—there is precedent

2. John uses personal names in 3 John, so why would he not use personal names in 2 John?

3. The subject matter of the letter is more fitting addressed to a church than to a person

4. If this is a woman, verse 13 seems odd

5. In 2 John, he uses mostly plural pronouns

b. The purpose:

i. John wishes to commend this church for their love and loyalty to the truth

ii. John wishes to exhort them not to extend hospitality to false teachers

c. The structure

i. Introduction:  1-3

1. He identifies himself

2. He identifies the recipients

3. He expresses his love for them

4. He expresses and invokes God’s grace, mercy, and peace

ii. Body:  4-11

1. He exhorts them to obedience

2. He exhorts them to protect the truth

iii. Conclusion:  12-13

1. He indicates his desire to visit them

d. The issue of vv. 10-11

i. The interpretation:

1. In John’s day, itinerant teachers were common.  Through their travels, they were dependent upon the hospitality of strangers.  One of the reasons for depending upon the lodging of individuals was the deplorable conditions of the inns:

a. Filthy

b. Expensive

c. Dens of iniquity

2. John is saying that they were not obligated to provide assistance to false teachers.  They were not to support them in any way

ii. Applications:

1. Under no circumstances should we knowingly do anything or give anything that would support any organization that is propagating false doctrine

2. There is nothing wrong with having non-Christian friends or friends who belong to cults

a. John’s prohibition applies to false teachers
b. Friendship does not help spread false doctrine

3. If somebody does belong to a cult, and they are extremely hardened in it, there should be no obligation to necessarily befriend them

4. A new Christian, not grounded in the faith, should not feel an obligation to have a close, growing relationship with someone in a cult 

