I. Prologue (basis of fellowship)—1:1-4  A call to fellowship based upon the reality of the incarnation.  [In the prologue, there are two sentences of unequal length (1-3, 4); we do not get a verb until v. 3 with the DO preceding.  John is thus drawing emphasis upon the message.]
A. Personal Encounter—1

1. Parallel clauses, all begin with relative pronoun which
a. “which was from the beginning”  (notice the similarity with John 1:1)

i. The Gospel stresses the eternality of the Word

ii. The Epistle stresses the Incarnation
1. Different prepositions

a. GJohn--
b. 1 John--
2. Context—G John emphasizes deity
3. Context—1 John speaks of  Incarnation vv.1-2

4. Beginning occurs 8x in 1 John (1:1; 2:7, 13, 14, 24(2); 3:8)—each time it is preceded by , context making beginning the start of something at a point in time
b. “which we have heard”

i. Purpose—describes John’s encounter

ii. Incarnation

1. Not a metaphor

2. Not only a man:

a. The New Charismatics, Moriarty

b. Christianity in Crisis, Hannigraph

3. Ebionism—Jesus was just a man, and the Christ-spirit came upon Him

a. Cerinthianism (after Cerinthus) stated that the Christ-spirit came upon Him at His baptism and departed while He was on the cross

4. Nestorianism—believed that humanity and deity could not co-exist, a form of Gnosticism

5. The Incarnation is not the creation of a new person

6. There was no change in Christ’s personality
7. This was not a theophany—He permanently changed His mode of existence

8. Christ retained full deity

9. He added humanity to deity—this was not an exchange

iii. Pronoun we
1. Speaking of Apostles

2. Why we can trust eyewitnesses:

a. Messiah of the Apostles was different from what was expected

b. Apostles were psychologically and theologically incapable of calling a man God
c. Resurrection:

i. Apostles did not expect it

ii. Yet they were willing to die for the truth of it

d. In the OT, there are 191 Messianic prophecies, concerning birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension.  It is statistically impossible for only 48 to be fulfilled in one person

iv. “heard”

1. all-inclusive

2. perfect tense—Jn. 16:13, 15:27

c. “which we have seen with our eyes”

i. Jn. 20:8—he saw and believed ()

ii. In Jn. 20, John first saw (), then Peter saw ().  Finally, John saw () and believed 

iii. This is the verb he chooses for 1 John 1:1

d. “which we have looked upon / handled”

i. “looked upon” - 
1. Considered, examined

ii. “handled”

1. Real, physical body

iii. “Word of Life”

1. “Word” – Jesus

2. Not the Gospel message

3. “Word”

a. In the OT, “Word of God” always said something about God

b. Jesus was God’s Incarnate speech

4. “Life” – inherent in the Word Jesus personifies.  He possesses life to an absolute degree

B. Parenthesis:  Historical appearance of the Incarnate Christ—2 

1. “manifested” – used 9x in 1 John (twice in 1:2), 9x in G John, 2x in Revelation

a. To show oneself

2. “bear witness / show”

a. “bear witness”—the object of truth

b. “show”—communication of truth

3. “eternal life”

a. Though the word can have either a quantitative or qualitative meaning, John uses it most often in its qualitative sense

b. Thus, Jesus (v. 2) is personified as eternal life

c. “with the Father”

i. The fellowship experienced by the Son with the Father is offered to the believer in this Epistle

C. The purpose for writing or the purpose of the Incarnation – vv. 3-4

1. “fellowship”

a. “Fellowship” – communion, participation, or partnership:  root – “common” or “shared.”  

i. Contrast this with “something belonging to one person”

ii. This term is used 60 times in reference to eternal life

b. We should not think of fellowship in terms of God needing our fellowship

i. God does desire it

ii. But He does not need it

iii. This is a weak, effeminate view of God

c. Imago Dei
i. Distinction between communicable and incommunicable perfections of God

1. Incommunicable – those perfections He does not share with His creatures, eg.  Omni-s

2. Communicable – perfections shared in a limited way with His creatures, eg. intellect, emotion, and will – these things make it possible for us to have fellowship

d. In order to have fellowship, the capacity for fellowship must be restored

i. In the fall, the imago was seriously marred

ii. Since the fall, man cannot know God – total depravity, total in that it touches every aspect of our humanity

e. Fellowship is something that we maintain, not something we create

f. To fellowship, there must not be any obstacles or barriers

g. To have fellowship with someone, we both must love the same things (and hate the same things)

h. As we fellowship with God, we become partakers and sharers in the Divine life – 

i. we do not become divine; we partake of eternal life

ii. The life of God in the soul of man

i. Fellowship with God means that we can have communion and discourse with Him

i. Fellowship can be looked at from a human and a divine perspective

ii. Human – God is no longer a nebulous force, a stranger; we enjoy His presence  - not just when we are praying

iii. Divine – God is at work in our fellowship, in our hearts creating holy desires

j. Beware of mysticism

i. Many Christians struggle between the subjective and objective

ii. 2 approaches to God: mystical and Biblical

iii. Mystical – the desire to know God directly without the use of means – downplays the intellectual in favor of the feelings – desires to experience God directly rather than meeting Him through the written word

1. Claims to receive revelation

2. Pays lip service to the Word but despises Bible study

3. Focuses on God’s work in us rather than Christ’s work for us

4. Normally downplays the seriousness and presence of sin

5. Does not possess a standard for fellowship – experience rules objective truth

k. We can experience fellowship with God at the same level as the great saints of the past.

i. Verse 3 – “with us” – John follows this with an explanation that he wants his readers to experience the same fellowship with God that he is experiencing

ii. Our tendency is to think that we can never reach the level of spirituality of the apostle, great Christians

iii. BUT – the readers of 1 John had not had 1st-hand experience of the Incarnate Christ as John had, yet he was still holding out the promise

iv. 2 Pt. 1:1 – “like precious faith” shows that believers have every advantage that the apostles had

v. We are not like Spurgeon, Paul, or Judson because we do not take advantage of the same resources

l. We can only have this fellowship through the Lord Jesus Christ

i. “Fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ”

ii. Peter – Christ suffered that He might “bring us to God” – the restoration of what was lost in the fall

iii. Be wary of how people define who Jesus Christ is

iv. Sometimes we end with the Son and forget that He is the mediator – the way to the Father

m. This fellowship will be continually perfected in eternity

2. Joy – v. 4  (Fullness of Joy grows out of fellowship; this is not a separate purpose.  It is the ultimate purpose.)

a. Not possible for the unbeliever

b. Does not mean that we block out or ignore our problems, pretending that they do not exist.

i. “We are not meant to be psychological oddities” – Lloyd Jones

c. We are not being asked to have a martyr’s complex

i. Rejoicing in all tragedies

d. Cannot be produced directly

i. Not something we can conjure up by appealing to our emotions

ii. This is popular today – worship teams whose job it is to get people in a “praising,” “rejoicing” spirit

e. Not giving the impression that we are bright and cheerful

i. Christian people ought to be the most joyful

ii. But we don’t always have to have a smile on our faces

f. Does not have exceptions to it

i. We cannot categorize people by temperament

ii. Every person ought to and is able to experience this joy

iii. No exceptions due to circumstances

g. Joy is the byproduct of something else

i. 1 John – joy comes out of fellowship with God

1. No joy means that there is no fellowship

2. Use this in counseling:  when there is a problem with joy, there is something interfering with their fellowship with God

3. Matt. 5 – blessed
4.  - referred to the condition of the gods, also to the bliss found upon the isle of Cyprus

5. Blessedness comes from having the particular trait He is discussing – joy is the byproduct

6. God is the “blessed God” because of Who He is.  As a result, He is the happiest being in the universe

7. In order for a person to experience the same joy as God, we must have the same character

ii. Rom. 5 – “glory in tribulations, knowing…”

1. We glory because we know something…

h. Joy is independent of circumstances

i. Joy is permanent – God is permanent

j. Joy is a state of complete satisfaction

i. To be truly happy, we must be content in every aspect of our existence

ii. If I am satisfied intellectually but distressed emotionally, I am not completely content.

iii. As we know God, we can be infinitely satisfied in every area of our personality

k. Joy (Christian) involves a sense of exaltation

i. “Rejoice and be exceeding glad…”

ii. More than simple happiness

l. Joy will produce within us a sense of strength

II. The Joy of Fellowship (Hindrances) – 1:5-2:28 Or “Walking in the Light”

A. The first hindrance: sin – 1:5-2:2

1. God is light – 1:5b

a. It is characteristic of John to present things both positively and negatively (no darkness)

b. Whenever we talk about fellowship, we must begin with God.  This is why he makes an assertion about God when he is talking about sin as a hindrance

i. If we are going to fellowship with God, we must do it on God’s terms, not ours.  We must make the adjustment because God is not going to make an adjustment to suit us.

1. The Tabernacle is a perfect illustration of this

2. God prescribed the method in which He was to be approached and dwelt with – the book of Leviticus

c. John here is making a statement about the nature and essence of God:

i. Not an attribute

ii. No article

iii. John here is defining God – he tells us what God is

d. Primary idea here is holiness
i. Primary sense of this term refers to something that is separate – holy when it is taken from the common and placed into the realm of the sacred:  Num. 16:38, Ex. 29:21, Lev. 22:32

ii. God, as light, is completely separate and distinct from us in every way possible – 1 Tim. 6:16 “light which no man can approach unto”

iii. Transcendence – something that exceeds normal limits, synonymous with holiness
iv. God is so “wholly other” that we cannot know Him

v. Rudolph Otto – 

1. numen – deity

2. tremendum – fear

3. God, in His holiness, inspires fear in His own people separately from any idea of sin.  

4. This is God as light and holiness

e. Another idea:  Light is revelatory in nature

i. God, as light, reveals two things:

1. The way to have fellowship with God – through the Incarnate Son

a. This is an attack against the mysticism of the Gnostics

b. We cannot come to God directly; we must come through the Son

2. Light exposes sin (dispels darkness)

f. “In Him is no darkness at all”

i. Darkness is another major theme

ii. It is not merely the absence of light – this lends to the idea that darkness is neutral

1. this is why we are bothered by people who are lost without the Gospel

2. We forget that the Gospel is not even part of the equation

iii. Darkness is positive, moral evil

iv. The assertion is that there is no evil in God, not even one bit

2. Form #1:  denial of the sinfulness of sin – 1:6-7

a. False view stated – 6a

i. This is a 3rd class condition – speaks of a fulfillment that is uncertain yet likely

ii. “We” – this must refer to believers (any other reference is eisegesis)

iii. “Walking in darkness” – this is the way we conduct our lives. Darkness is the sphere of evil

1. We are in the sphere of light (“in Christ”), legally

2. But we can operate in the sphere in darkness

3. The old man is dead, but we have chosen to go back

b. The false view denounced – 6b

i. “We lie” – in John, lying is not just an error but a contesting of truth – synonymous with unbelief (2:22) – these people were not innocently mistaken

ii. “We do not the truth” – normally, in John truth is personified in Jesus Christ

c. The false view corrected – 7

i. “Walking in the light” – conducting ourselves in the real of holiness, living according to the nature of God (not perfect but attempting)

1. We must be active in this

a. We should be as active walking in the light as we were when we walked in darkness – Rom. 6:19

2. The standard, pattern of behavior is established by God – “as He is in the light”

ii. First result

1. We will have fellowship with each other

2. This refers to the reciprocal relationship we enjoy with God (not other believers, not here)

3. Notice that “walking in the light” is equated with “fellowship with [God].”

4. Also, let us not take what we know he is going to say (fellowship with believers) and read it in here.

iii. Second result

1. The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin

2. This is how fellowship between the holy and the sinful is maintained

3. The nature of this statement is the provision that has been made, not the sin that has been committed

4. The purpose of the OT sacrificial system was to establish the means of maintaining fellowship between God and His people

iv. Continual efficacy

1. All sin

2. There will never be a situation that can be the basis for canceling fellowship

3. Form #2: a denial of the principle of sin – 8-9

a. The view stated – 8a

b. Types of denial (8):

i. The “sin nature” has been eradicated

1. Based upon Romans 6, the “old man” is dead.

2. This equates “old man” with sin nature

ii. Gnostics – 

1. Dualistic

2. Only their flesh sinned; their true identity (spiritual) did not

3. “It’s not really who I am”

iii. We are beyond the power of sin

1. Asserts their own spiritual stature

iv. Free from sin - at the moment

1. Times in our lives when we do not feel threatened by sin

2. We tend to think that this means that we have achieved something

3. It is only God’s grace

v. Whenever we are surprised by the bad things people do

vi. Whenever we are surprised by the sins we commit

vii. Whenever people attribute evil to something outside of ourselves – blame-shifting

viii. When moral categories are replaced by psychological categories:

1. No longer good and evil

2. Now we have normal and sick

3. Chemical-dependence

4. ADD

5. Eating disorder

ix. John does not mention repentance.  Sin does not necessarily break our fellowship with God.  As we are walking in the light, we become aware of something, and we need to take care of it.  (It is the unwillingness to forsake sin that breaks fellowship.  Otherwise, we would have to be completely perfect in order to have fellowship.  What about unconfessed, secret, and unknown sin?)

c. The denouncement – 8b

i. Self-delusion

ii. Just because the truth is not in us, it does not mean we are unbelievers

iii. It means that truth is not at home

d. The corrective – v.9

i. The action - confess

1.  - to agree with God, see it the same way, pass the same judgment

ii. The content – sins 

1. Plural indicates specific sins

iii. To other Christians?

1. Some (wrongly) believe that 1:9 refers to this

2. Clearly, if there is known sin between two brothers – an obvious rift

iv. The scenario explained

1. As we are walking in the light, we may not be conscious of sin, but as we continue to walk, the light continues to perform its revelatory function, exposing sin.

2. When that occurs, we must confess that sin to continue fellowship

3. Repentance is only appropriate when we persist in a pattern of sin

a. There is a difference between an apostate Christian and

b. A sinning Christian

v. God is “faithful”

1. God is true to His Word – He has promised to forgive us and cleanse us

a. I.e. – we do not need to beg

2. God’s Character is such that He has to do what He has promised

vi. God is “just”

1. This is absolutely necessary

2. If John had not included something about justice, we ought to be terrified because God is pure holiness – light.  We may think that we had reached our limits of forgiveness – God has had enough.

3. It is best that God is just – if we are worried about God’s justice, we will be filled with terror.  But because God’s justice was enacted upon Jesus Christ, we are guaranteed of infinite forgiveness.

4. By linking God’s faithfulness and justice, God is bound by His justice to forgive us.  “God’s full, legal authority is pledged when we confess our sins.”

vii. Forgiveness

1. Definition:  to remove, or to send away
2. Illustration:  Day of Atonement – sending away the scapegoat

a. 1st goat was to maintain fellowship

b. 2nd goat was a picture of the sending away of the sin

viii. Cleansing

1. Purification of a stain

2. Subjective, while forgiveness is more objective

3. This action is performed in our conscience

a. Rom. 2 – Moral Law in the heart:  inner sense of right and wrong

b. Conscience – human faculty that tells us if we have broken the moral law (accuse or excuse)

c. In Hebrews – conscience has to do with remembering past sins, mental torment

4. Form #3: a denial of committing sinful deeds – v. 10

a. View stated – 10a

i. How is this committed today?

ii. Some blame their sin on something else

iii. Some limit the Biblical scope of sin

1. Ex. Pharisees

b. The two-fold condemnation – 10b

i. We make God a liar

ii. His Word is not in us:

1. God’s Word – the message He has just given about our personal sin

2. If we deny our sin, then the message of 1 John 1:1-9 has not touched us, it is not residing in us

5. False reactions to the first hindrance – 2:1-2

a. Carelessness – 1a

i. This is almost anger against God

b. Despair – 1b-2

i. Advocacy of Christ (9) - 
1. This is not an intermediary role – like Mary (R.C.)

2. This is not a perpetual offering of the blood (R.C.), but an application

3. Christ is not pleading with a God who is reluctant to forgive us

4. It is not a passive role

5. There is some communication taking place between the Father and the Son

6. Christ’s sacrifice is applied to us every time we confess our sins – in a sense

7. Jesus is not constantly between the Father’s and His own throne

8. Our sins on earth have implications in heaven – “A secret sin on earth is an open scandal in heaven” – Chafer

9. This is something mysterious which we cannot completely understand

ii. The basis of it (3)

1. Christ’s relationship with the Father

2. Christ’s character – the righteous
a. Necessary because God is holy

b. Therefore, we need holy representation

3. Christ’s work

a. V. 2

b. Propitiation:

c. Limited vs. Unlimited Atonement  Limited vs Unlimited Atonement.doc
B. The Second Hindrance: lack of love for the brethren – 2:3-11

1. Obedience to God – vv. 3-6

a. The principle stated – 3

a. Knowledge of God

b. Not salvation

b. A Negative example – 4

a. Truth not in him – it is not a controlling, dominating influence in his life

b. This is not a profession of salvation; it is a profession of fellowship

c. Zane Hodges, “Is God’s truth in you?” in Grace Evangelical Society News, July 1990.

d. Robert Wilkin, “Knowing God by our works” in Grace Evangelical Society News, Oct. 1998.

c. A positive example – 5

a. The “love of God”

i. Objective Genitive – thus our love for God is being perfected as we obey God (strongly supported)

ii. Subjective Genitive (possible, as it is found in the Epistle)

iii. Qualitative Genitive – Love has a Divine quality, and a Divine love is perfected by obedience (least likely)

iv. Plenary Genitive – both Obj. and Subj.

b. “perfected”

i. Something complete, that has reached its goal, that has reached maturity

c.  “in Him”

i. Normally, John uses this in a relational, fellowship concept, as in the Upper Room discourse

d. Here, John shows us a person who has a deep and mature realization of love for God as he obeys God’s commandments and as God’s love is reciprocated.

d. Obligation – 6

a. John 15:1-6

b. Context of the vine allegory

i. The audience: true disciples

ii. The content:  relationship to Christ

c. The meaning of abide ():

i. Lexically:

1. Classical – to remain in one place with someone; metaphorically, remaining in a sphere of life
2. LXX – 16 different Hebrew words, range:  to live, to dwell, to lodge, to spend the night; metaphorically, the validity of the continuing existence of something 

3. Koine – to remain in a place, to remain in a condition
ii. Grammatically

1. John 15:4 – constative aorist, Jesus is looking at the act of abiding in its entirety, His disciples should live a life characterized by abiding

2. John 15:4 – Imperative, only two choices: obedience or disobedience; this involves an act of the will, i.e. the disciple is responsible for abiding
iii. Theologically – communion, not union

2. Specific commandment – 7-11 – Love the brethren

a. An old/new command – 7-8

a. Old:

i. Loving each other has always been a command – Lv. 19:18

ii. “From the beginning” – the start of their Christian life; it is something they were taught right off

b. New

i. Always fresh

ii. New opportunities for expression

iii. V. 8, true in Christ as He demonstrated it in a way they had never known

b. Characterizations of the Christian who is hating the brethren – 9-11

a. Walking in darkness, v. 9

i. Any objection presupposes Perseverance of the Saints
ii. To say a Christian cannot walk in darkness ignores the context up to this point

iii. Any objection minimizes John’s reference to hating a brother
iv. Any objection goes against reality

b. He is a stumblingblock

i. Mt. 18:  

1. Theme: humility

2. Intro of the theme: vv. 1-4

a. Discussion arises because of the Transfiguration

b. Jesus sets a child in their midst.  Children were meant to look to adults for an example, not the other way around

c. Jesus is giving them a principle.  He is not telling them to get converted again (He already did that).  Jesus is explaining that the means for Kingdom greatness is the same as Kingdom entrance – humility

3. The seriousness of impeding the progress of a disciple – vv. 5-11 – “little ones”

4. The illustration: 12-13

a. Shepherd is God

b. Sheep are the disciples

c. The point is the joy that the Father has when a wayward disciple is restored

d. If God has such joy, how grievous it must be to be the cause of the person going astray in the first place

5. The conclusion: 14 – perish does not mean hell
c. He lacks direction – 11

d. He is blind because He cannot see the results of his actions

C. A parenthesis of encouragement – 2:12-14

1. The issue: what is the precise identity of each group?

a. The views:

a. Physical ages

b. Levels of spiritual maturity (F. F. Bruce,…)

i. BUT:  “Little Children” is used several times elsewhere to refer to all the audience

ii. BUT: This address is in the wrong order

c. Addressing all:

i. “Little Children” means all
ii. He then subdivides into fathers and young men

d. Every reader in each

i. Each age group has a quality that is characteristic of the entire group of believers

e. The nuance of :

i. Causal – this is the correct view

ii. So that… (Result)

2. Why are these verses included?

a. Fellowship is for all

b. He is not dissatisfied with them

a. This is a pastoral concern

b. He is speaking with Apostolic authority

c. Their position – a reminder

a. The greatest need of many Christians is to understand their position in Christ

b. Romans 6:11 is the first imperative in that book, and it deals with thought based upon the position emphasized in the first 5 ½ chapters.

3. Three postulates

a. Sins are forgiven – 12

a. We cannot live the Christian life until our past is settled

b. Lk. 7 – “thy sins are forgiven; go in peace”

c. Acts 10 – “What God has cleansed, that call thou not common.”

b. Overcome the wicked one – 13

a. Overcome -  - Victorious

b. They must then have had a relationship with the devil

i. Gen. 1-3 – Adam was seduced by that which he was to rule over, and thus lost his dominion

ii. Eph. 2 – Satan rules over two things:

1. “Prince of the power of the air” – external environment of the sinner

2. He controls the unbeliever, internally, the spirit in man – he “worketh in the children of disobedience”

c. Three (4) ways the devil works:

i. He is a liar, deceiver – John has repeatedly mentioned lying

ii. He caused us not to think – the unregenerate cannot think clearly about spiritual things

iii. He promotes false religion – the Bible links false religion with Satan worship:  Ps. 106:36-37, 1 Cor. 10, Lv. 17, 1 Tim. 4, 1 Jn. 4, Rv. 13 – false religion is equivalent to occultism – this is how he deceives people into worshipping him indirectly because most would not worship him directly

iv. A heavy emphasis upon religious experience – channeling, Crossing Over,  - with their extensive knowledge, demons can mimic any deceased

c. We have knowledge of God

D. The third hindrance:  worldliness – 15-17

1. The prohibition – 15a

a. “Love” – no significant difference between 
b. “World”

a. Physical earth – Jn. 1 – the basic meaning of 
b. The people of the world – mankind – 1 Jn. 2:2, 4:4

c. The worldly system – most common use of 
i. System controlled by Satan

ii. System antagonistic towards God

iii. The unsaved person is duped into participating in this system characterized by darkness

d. Don’t love the world or the aspects of the world – he moves from the general to the specific

2. The reasons 15b-17

a. The first reason – 15b

a. “Love of the Father”

i. Subjective Genitive

ii. Objective Genitive

1. If a Christian is loving the world, he is not loving the father

2. Love for God and love for the world cannot co-exist

3. Js. 4:4 – the friend of the world is the enemy of God

b. Confirmation – 16

a. Here he explains why we cannot love God and the world at the same time because of what the world is.

b. The three:

i. Lust of the flesh:

1. Flesh:

a. All mankind

b. Literal flesh

c. Human nature / constitution that is in opposition to God

d. Animal or baser part of our natures, the sensuous

2. Lust:

a. A strong desire

b. Good or bad

3. The lust of the flesh:

a. That which drives us, or moves us

b. It is the inner nature that makes demands of us – the animal part of our natures:  hunger, thirst, sleep

c. There is nothing inherently wrong with these desires

d. The problem is when these desires begin to drive us and order us about – “inordinate affections”

e. It can dominate our minds:  jealousy, envy, pride, anger, immoral thoughts, ambition, social status, knowledge

ii. Lust of the eyes:

1. Sinful things we see

2. Craving what we see – covetousness

a. He as already talked about seeing and desiring sinful things

iii. Pride of Life

1. Pride:  arrogance, one who exaggerates his means of boasting
2. Life:   - the things that support life (good in 3:17)

3. Pride of life has to do with the tendency to brag or boast in an exaggerated way about the things we have

c. Second reason – 17 – the contrast in longevity

i. The present tense is significant  - Gnomic

ii. Not only the worldly system but also the lusts of the worldly system – 

1. The capacity to enjoy the worldly system also diminishes

2. Sin operates under the law of diminishing returns

iii. He that doeth the will of God…
1. Not a test of life (this takes abides forever to speak of salvation)

2. He does not mean the a Christian will automatically do the will of God and live in this abiding state

3. John speaks in absolute language

4. John is here speaking of the state of the believer, and if the state of the believer is that of abiding fellowship, that fellowship will continue forever

E. The fourth hindrance:  false doctrine – 2:18-28

1. The present danger – 2:18-19

a. “the last time”

a. This refers to the entire period between the 1st and 2nd advents of Christ (Brooke, Dodd, Barclay)

i. John must have been expecting Jesus to come soon

b. Smaller period of time just prior to the Rapture of the Church – the terminal generation

i. This view considers “signs of the times” and that they are on the rise

ii. This view uses Mt. 24 and the Olivet discourse

iii. They use 2 Tim. 3:1, 2 Pt. 3:3

c. This is not a period of time but rather the character of the period

i. Anarthrous construction

ii. Grammatically feasible

iii. Problems:

1. Just because it is anarthrous does not necessarily mean it refers to quality

2. If it refers to quality, then why the adjectives last and latter which are chronological

3. OT prophets used the same terminology with a chronological framework

d. Hullingerine view

i. This terminology is used in two different ways:

1. God’s program for Israel (Gospels and Acts):

a. Future realization of the Kingdom for Israel

b. Messages of judgment followed by messages of hope using “latter days”

2. God’s program for the Church (Epistles):

a. This speaks of the entire period of time between the Incarnation and the Rapture

b. Hb. 1:2 – God has been speaking through His Son since the Incarnation

c. 1 Pt. 1:20, 2 Pt. 3:3

ii. When John speaks of the Last Time – entire period between Incarnation through the Rapture

1. Imminency means something is hanging over head, it could happen any time
2. It does not mean soon
3. The Apostles were not looking for signs; they were looking for the Son

b. “antichrist”

a. John is the only writer to use this term

b. Three views:

i. Not a personal entity to be expected in the future, but a spirit of heresy  

1. But John does say antichrists were present in his day, and they were people
2. In OT and NT, there is a person expected who will be the ultimate personification of antichrist

3. The view of the Early Church was that antichrist was a coming person (Weinrich, “Antichrist in the early church,” Concordia Theological Quarterly 49, 1985.)

ii. Antichrist refers to a person, but anti refers to:

1. Instead of – the antichrist will pose as Christ, thus a Jew

a. Antiochus Epiphanes was a Gentile

b. The horn comes from the Gentile nations

2. Instead of – antichrist will oppose Christ by usurping His position

3. Against – antichrist will oppose Christ

c. “Went out from us”

a. “us” – the apostolic band

2. A contrast – 20-23

a. The “unction”

a. Play on words -  - played against antichrists

b. Unction is the Holy Spirit:

i. V. 27, the anointing is said to teach, indicating that the anointing is a person

ii. Both Luke (4:18) and Paul (2 Cor. 1:21-22) refer to the Holy Spirit as an anointing
iii. Jesus prophecy in the Upper Room:

1. After ascension, He would send the Spirit

2. Spirit would guide and abide – parallel to 2:27

c. Dodd disagrees saying it is the Word, not the Spirit because if it were the Spirit, it would lead us into subjectivism.  However, the Word is never referred to as unction or anointing
d. The important thing to remember is that the Holy Spirit does not give new revelation, but He works with what has already been revealed.

b. “ye know all things”

a. He does not mean Christians know everything about everything

i. We ought to be careful where, when, and about what we are dogmatic

b. He does not mean that we have all spiritual knowledge – everything in the field of religion, or the field of the Bible

c. Generally, he is saying the same thing Paul says in 1 Cor. 2, Rom. 3, Eph. 2, 4 – the unsaved person, because of sin, cannot fully grasp spiritual truth

d. Specifically, he is speaking of the heresy these antichrists were propagating:

i. John’s readers knew the truth of the person of Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit

ii. They did not know these truths concerning Christ because they were smarter or more intellectual

c. Three views of deny / confess (acknowledge)

a. It is impossible for a true Christian, who has the Father, to deny the Son.

i. 2 Timothy 2:12, there is the possibility of the Christian denying Christ

ii. Mt. 10:32-33

b. John means that whoever denies the Son does not have an abiding relationship with the Father

i. This describes unbelievers, the antichrists

ii. But this also says a Christian can deny the Son showing the same thing

c. John is describing something that is typical

3. Three defenses or bases of confidence – 24-28

a. Continue – 24-26

a. Continue in truth

b. Fellowship

c. Life

b. The Anointing – 27

a. This is the Holy Spirit

b. Speaking of the inner witness

c. Abide – 28 

a. A fellowship term

b. Ongoing communion with the Father

c. A warning:

i. Stressing the importance of abiding

ii. Stressing the importance of these defenses

iii. If we do not do these three things, we may fall prey to the false teachers which will, in turn, cause us to be ashamed at the Judgment Seat

III. The Walk of Fellowship – 2:29-5:21

A. The proposition – 2:29

1. The controlling thesis

2. The protasis

a. 3rd class condition 

a. He is assuming that his readers know that God is righteous

b. However, the 3rd class has a tinge of doubt.  John’s doubt is based upon the presence of the antichrists

3. The apodosis

a. Faulty interpretation – a righteous life is indicative of salvation

a. A righteous lifestyle can give assurance, but this interpretation says that a righteous lifestyle is a necessity for the child of God

b. There is no indication in the passage that assurance of salvation is even an issue

i. Remember, John has contrasted his readers with the antichrists

ii. Remember, he has called them to abide – communion, not salvation

iii. Remember, they have the indwelling, anointing Spirit

iv. Remember, he has just told them they will appear before the Judgment Seat

c. The converse of this assertion does not follow

i. This interpretation would assume that those who are not doing righteousness are not born of God

d. Based upon the understanding of ashamed in 2:28, it is not evident that a Christian will naturally live righteously.  If it were natural, how could God put us to shame and disgrace at the Judgment Seat?

b. Correct Interpretation:

a. The person who is capable of living righteously is born of God

b. The person who is not born of God cannot live righteously

c. In regeneration, we become partakers of the Divine nature

d. This is how we can avoid being ashamed at the Judgment Seat:  the one who lives righteously is born of God.  You are born of God.  Therefore, you are fully capable of living righteously and not being ashamed.

e. The proposition is an appeal to our position 

B. The Motive 3:1-3

1. Behold

a. Behold is more than a glance but an intricate survey

b. It is plural

a. Whenever behold is plural, we are being called upon to look at something visible

b. The thing we are called upon to look at here is the people living righteously – (Lloyd Jones on the Sermon on the Mount:  a vast difference between moral ethics and righteousness)

2. what manner

a. Degree

b. Quality – kind, a Divine love

3. that

a. Epexegetical

b. This gives further information concerning the love that the Father has given

c. We will never fully understand this concept unless we understand the contrast with the world

a. Rom. 5 – the person outside of God is God’s enemy
i. An enemy is someone you want to kill

ii. In our unregenerate condition, we would have killed God, given the opportunity

1. Ps. 2

2. During Christ’s earthly ministry, they desired to and did kill Him

3. Rev. 20 – Post-millennium, those who have lived under Christ’s reign desire to destroy Him

4. Eternity – gnashing of teeth, intense anger and emotion against God
b. John 1:5

i. Darkness is of moral character

ii. Comprehend is a desire to overtake with a hostile intent, to get rid of it

1. This word is used in Mk. 9 describing the way the demon treated the boy

iii. The Gospel of John: Tenney explains the relationship between the world and Christ

1. The Period of consideration

2. The Period of controversy

3. The Period of conflict

4. The Period of crisis

5. The Period of conference

6. The Period of consummation

4. sons

a. Doctrine of adoption:

a. The legal act of God by which He brings a person into His family with all the rights and privileges of an adult son

b. The judicial act of God by which He confers on us the status of an adult son

c. Observations:

i. We are put into a family to which we did not naturally belong

1. This refers to the two realms

ii. It frees us from our past

1. In Roman law, when an individual was adopted, his former debts and obligations were erased.  In fact, his former family considered him dead.

2. We are no longer bound by our sinful debts

iii. We are given immediate rights in the present

1. Specifically here, the right to come to God as the Father

2. John 17:23 – The same love God has for Christ is given to us

iv. The best is yet to come

1. Though and adopted son had all the legal rights, he did not fully enter into them until he had come of age

5. appear

a. This verb appears 3 times in close proximity – 2:28, 3:2 (2)

b. Better to be like Him now and then like Him again at glorification

c. Appearance here is the Rapture, not the 2nd Coming

6. like Him

a. Negative:

a. Not that we will be exactly like Him

i. Satan offered this in the Garden

ii. New Age movement offers this – one as God

iii. Faith movement – 

1. “we are Christ” – Kenneth Hagan

2. God made Adam so He could reproduce Himself – Kenneth Copeland

3. “I am a little Messiah, walking on earth.” – Benny Hinn

iv. Mormons

b. Positive

a. We will be similar to Him, specifically in the resurrection body:

b. Christianity is unique when it comes to the resurrection of the body

i. Plato taught that the soul was imprisoned in the body, so death was good

ii. Gnostics and Manicheists – the body was evil

iii. Materialists – death is a cessation of being

iv. Buddhists – reincarnation

c. Nine ways in which we will be similar to Christ in our resurrection bodies:

i. We do not receive our bodies until the future day of resurrection – 1 Thess. 4, 1 Cor. 15

1. If we received our resurrection bodies at death, then the resurrection had already come, an idea Paul refutes

2. Continuity states that we receive, not new bodies, but transformed bodies, and the way to prove this is showing that our bodies remain in the earth

ii. There will be an inner glory to our resurrection body

1. Consider the Transfiguration

2. The glory revealed on the Mount was the glory that came from within, not the glory that shone from without.

3. In our confirmed holiness, there will be an inner beauty, glory, and holiness, similar to the Lord Jesus

iii. Our bodies will be material

1. Jesus’ body was material

2. To deny this is to deny the resurrection

3. He ate, was touched, was recognized

4. The spiritual body of 1 Cor. 15:

a. Spiritual does not mean immaterial or invisible
b. The adjective speaks of character and quality, as in, “The Bible is a spiritual book.”

iv. It will involve a continuity with our present bodies

1. Not brand new bodies

2. Our present bodies will be transformed

3. Ex:  Christ’s resurrection body – Phil. 3:21

a. Working – the effect of a drug on one’s body

b. The point is not just power but power in action

v. We will have new capabilities

1. Christ could travel without physical effort

vi. We will have new intellectual capacities

vii. We will have an enhanced dominion over the earth

1. Gen. 1:26, 28

2. Ps. 8, Hb. 2

3. Christ’s miracles demonstrated deity but also unfallen human dominion
viii. Our resurrected state, both physically and spiritually, will enable us to enter into the fellowship of the Trinity

7. for (2 views)

a. This could express the necessary condition for seeing Christ

a. If this, then it would be explanatory
b. We are transformed before we see Him, so that we can see Him

c. Correct:

i. In the Bible, in several instances, individuals catch a glimpse of God and cannot bear it

ii. Ex. 33 – “shew me thy glory”

1. Moses could not see God’s face and live

iii. Tabernacle

1. To understand, we must seethe tension between the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man

2. The purpose of the inner veil was not to keep people out but to keep the glory of God in

a. This is why the veil in the Temple was rent at the crucifixion

b. By rending the veil, God was demonstrating that the glory had departed and that God had abandoned Israel

3. “Fire of Yahweh” referred to the bursting forth of God’s presence

iv. Isaiah and Daniel were both overcome by the glory of God

1. Daniel was physically ill

v. Transfiguration

1. Clear Tabernacle parallel

2. The function of Jesus flesh was the same as the inner veil – to conceal His glory

vi. Rev. 1

1. John fell at Jesus’ feet as dead

vii. 1 Thess. 4

1. Rapture

2. At the rapture, Christ returns outside of the earth’s atmosphere

3. As soon as the trumpet sounds, the dead in Christ are transformed and fit to meet and see Christ

a. Otherwise, decayed bodies would make their way to the skies

d. John Calvin agrees

b. This could express the actual consequence of seeing Christ

a. If this, then it would be result
b. Seeing Christ will have a transforming effect upon us

c. Boice, Barker, Lloyd-Jones, Stott, Bruce, A. T. Robertson, Plummer, Marshall, Hodges, Smalley, Dodd, Hiebert

8. seeing God

a. Beatific vision – because when we have it, we will be beatified
b. This involves:

a. Seeing the Lord Jesus with bodily eyes

i. One of the reasons Jesus became man was so that we could behold Him

b. We will see God the Father

i. This will not be a physical act as when we see the Son

ii. Seeing would be, then, perception and experience
c. Optical and spiritual vision

9. Our Responsibility:

a. The hope is being like Him and seeing Him

b. This is the same point John has already made:

a. Better to be like Him now and then rather than unlike Him now and like Him then

c. Verses 1 and 2 are meant to lead us to verse 3

d. The responsibility is for one to purify oneself

a. The degree to which one purifies oneself is the degree to which he will see God

b. There are different degrees of seeing God

C. The contrast between walking in righteousness and not walking in righteousness—3:4-4:6

1. The 1st Contrast:  righteousness / sin—3:4-10

a. Theme #1:  the nature of sin: 4, 8a

a. Sin is lawlessness – 4

i. Sin is not simply moral failure, or a failure to do something

ii. Sin is an active transgression of God’s holy law

iii. Active rebellion

b. Sin is devilish – 8a 

i. Some say that this means a person who is actively sinning cannot be saved

ii. “of the devil”

1. When a Christian sins, he is doing something that has its source in the devil

2. This is confirmed by “for the devil sinneth from the beginning”

a. Beginning refers to the point in time when Satan introduced sin into the world

b. Thus, when we sin, we are mimicking the devil

c. Christ said to Peter, “Get thee behind me, Satan.”

c. Before we can walk in righteousness, we must see sin for what it really is.

b. Theme #2:  the work of Christ: 5, 8b

a. Walking in righteousness is consistent with the reason Christ came

c. Theme #3:  The Christian’s relationship to sin: 6, 9

a. Three issues:

b. The meaning of the parallel phraseology in vv. 6 & 9 – five views:

i. John is talking about mortal sins
1. Goes back (at least) to St. Augustine and held by some Reformers and some RC commentators

2. Catholics make a difference between mortal (murder, adultery, etc.) and venial sins

a. Baptism places justifying grace into the person’s soul

b. A mortal sin kills justifying grace, placing the person in danger of damnation

3. (some) Protestants argue that a Christian cannot commit mortal sins

a. This is unrealistic

b. There is no indication in 1 Jn. that John is differentiating between types of sins

ii. John is speaking of a believer’s sin and an unbeliever’s sin

iii. John is speaking of an ideal, an ideal not experienced by his readers

1. Held by Alford, Dodd, Barclay

2. Laws holds that John was speaking theoretically

3. John is speaking more factually than just an ideal


iv. John is speaking of willful sin

1. Calvin – A true Christian cannot willfully sin

2. This means that a true Christian does not mean to sin

v. John is speaking of habitual sin – most common interpretation

1. A true Christian will no practice sin as a lifestyle

2. If he does, he is not a Christian

vi. The correct view
1. When we are abiding in Him, that is a sinless experience

a. Not that a Christian is completely free from sin

b. There is a connection between 5 and 6:

i. In Him is no sin

ii. The abiding one sinneth not

iii. If we are in fellowship with the sinless One, then by necessity we must be living sinlessly at that point

c. In v.9, whosoever could be that, which, or whatever, referring to the regenerate nature, the part of the child of God that does not sin

i. 2 Pt. 1 – “partakers of the divine nature”

ii. Gal. 2:20 – “Christ liveth in me”

d. When we choose to sin, it is the fallen part of us that is sinning

2. The present Tense:

a. There are many different uses of the present tense – J. P. Louw, “Verbal Aspect in the First Letter of John,” Neo Testamentica 9, 1975, 101.

b. There are Greek words that mean continually, which John could have added if he wanted to stress habitual action -  (Mk. 5:5, Acts 10:2, 24:16; Ro.11:10; Hb. 9:6)

c. If we are to interpret this present  continually, what happens if we apply this consistently across the entire Epistle?

i. 5:16 – sin: this creates a contradiction:  In 3:6, 9, a Christian cannot continually sin, but in 5:16 a Christian is continually sinning.

d. “Do not all Christians continue to sin until the day of his death?  Do not all Christians sin daily?  Is not daily sin a continuation in doing it?  How can anyone claim not to be continuing in sin?” – Zane Hodges

e. Sake Kubo, “1st John 3:9: Absolute or Habitual,” Andrews University Seminary Studies (AUSS) journal, 1969 – after this article, not one of the 3 major Johannine commentaries appealed to present tense

c. Seed in v. 9

i. This is a reference to the regenerate part of the child of God, the divine nature planted at regeneration, the principle of spiritual life

ii. Some believe this is the Holy Spirit, or the Word of God

iii. No matter what view of the seed we take, it does not affect John’s argument – John is referring to that which makes us God’s child and remains in us, keeping us in that position.

iv. When we abide in the seed, we remain consistent, and we do not sin

d. Interpretation of 6b

i. Some argue that it is impossible to say that a Christian has not seen or known God

ii. John has already dealt with this in Ch. 2

1. He who hates his brother is walking in darkness and blind

2. 2 Pt. 1:9

iii. John is saying that in the present condition, the sinner is not knowing nor seeing God

d. Theme #4: an appeal or warning: 7, 10

a. This is not a test of life, but he is focusing upon manifesting salvation—through righteous living

2. The second contrast:  love / hate—3:11-24

a. The negative example:  11-15

a. The repetition—11 

i. “The beginning” – their entrance into fellowship

b. Cain—12 

i. Slew – refers to brutal slaughter, to cut one’s throat, butcher

1. LXX – killing of sacrificial animals

2. NT – only in this verse and Rev:  Christ being slain, deadly wound in the beast from the sea

b. The positive example 16-18

c. The problem of a condemning heart:  19-24

a. The connection with verse 18

b. An explanation of 19-20

i. Sdf

ii. God knows things that a condemning conscience does not take into account

1. God knows we did our best

2. God knows circumstances that we may not be aware of

c. “before him”

i. Some interpret this to the day of judgment

ii. It refers to prayer (the remaining context is about prayer)

d. The result – 22a – answered prayer

e. The reason for the answer – 22b – 2 conditions or 1?

i. When we are obedient to God, God is pleased, so that answering our prayers becomes the means by which God expresses His pleasure, and He gives us what we ask for – is this too broad?

1. If we are doing those things pleasing to God, then we will not be asking for the things that do not please Him

2. If we are doing those things pleasing to God, He will put in our hearts proper desires

3. Prayer is like a recipe – many ingredients

a. No one passage will tell everything there is to tell about prayer

f. A summary – 23 

i. Believe—why is believing on Christ a condition for answered prayer?  (3 views)

1. John is speaking of salvation.  Thus, for any prayer to be answered, a person must be a Christian

2. John is speaking of praying “in Jesus’ name” – appealing to Christ’s merit before the Father

3. This is basically a creedal statement

a. This is a contrast to false teachers

b. The basis of our prayer is the belief in who He is revealed to be

ii. Love for the brethren

g. Mutual abiding – 24 – reciprocal love 

i. John 14:23

ii. Rev. 3:20

iii. Eph. 3:16-17

3. The third contrast:  truth / error – 4:1-6

a. Two reasons for this section:

a. In 3:24, he has just mentioned the Holy Spirit

i. Writers use “hinge words”

ii. Because he has mentioned the Holy Spirit, it is important to teach about the other spirits

b. John’s emphasis on love

i. Up to 3:10, he used love 7 times, but from 3:10 to 4:21, he will use it 35 times

ii. Without this section, the readers may misunderstand the nature of love and misinterpret it as tolerance
iii. The point is, love is not indiscriminate

b. Three-fold solution

a. A command:  test, v. 1

i. Spirit is used five different ways in the NT:

1. The five ways:

a. Human spirit – Rom. 8:16

b. Holy Spirit – Rom. 8:16

c. A demonic spirit – 1 Tim. 4:1

d. Literal wind – Jn. 3:8

e. A human attitude or emotion – 2 Tim. 1:7

ii. Which kind is John speaking of?

1. He is speaking of uses 1 and 3

2. He mentions false prophets – any false doctrine originates with Satan

a. 1 Cor. 10:19-21

b. 1 Tim. 4:1-3

3. The human spirit propagates demonic doctrine

iii. He mentions prophets
1. A prophet had to do 2 things:

a. Deliver messages that met local needs

b. Predict the future – this was how he validated his message

2. A prophet’s message and prediction had to come from direct revelation

3. This is why the prophets must be tested

b. A standard for testing – 2-3

i. The criteria is not what people do, but what people believe

1. This is applicable to how people choose their church

2. Personalities, activities, programs

3. This type of people is just as guilty of misjudging because they choose a church based upon how it can meet their needs

ii. Two possible interpretations:

1. “Jesus Christ is come in the flesh

a. if this is correct, John is fighting Docetic Gnosticism

b. It stresses the humanity of Christ

c. This is the simplest way to translate the verse

d. When John wants to say “Jesus is Christ,” he does it explicitly

2. “Jesus is Christ, come in the flesh”

a. If this is correct, the stress is on deity

iii. Two interpretive observations:

1. “of God”

a. If one is able to affirm the truth of Jesus Christ, he can only do so because the Spirit of God has enlightened him

b. This is the source / origin idea

c. Matt. 16 – Peter’s confession

2. “confesseth”

a. False teachers do not make a positive confession of who Christ is – usually they do not say anything

b. By not saying anything positive, they are masking what they truly believe

c. A reason for success—4-6

i. They have overcome already

ii. Greater is he (Holy Spirit)

iii. He that is in the world (Satan)

iv. Verses 5-6

1. People of the world listen to the antichrists

2. Christians listen to the apostles:

a. When we listen to the apostles, it is the same as submitting to the Scriptures

b. There are no Apostles today

c. In Scripture, the Apostles were the ultimate authority because they were receiving direct revelation from God

d. This is why in this passage, John can equate submission to the Apostles with submission to the Spirit

D. The walk of love:  4:7-5:3a

1. 3 Reasons we should love each other—4:7-16

a. God’s eternal nature—7-8

a. Love is of (source) God

b. Believers walking in righteousness, we should want to mimic who God is

c. Two assertions:

i. Born of God – a simple statement of fact

1. The way we can imitate God is by having the capacity to do it

2. When we love, we exercise the God-given capacity

ii. They know God

1. They are experiencing Him in a growing way

2. This knowledge is based upon their salvation

iii. The antithesis is not necessarily true (ex. 3:14)

b. God’s past gift—9-11

a. This gift is His Son

c. God’s present activity—12-16

a. No human being in fallen condition has seen God in His glorified essence

b. Because of this, one of the prime ways that people do see God is through the believer who is walking in righteousness and walking in love

c. No one will ever see God Himself, so they must see it in His children


2. Results / evidences of the one who walks in love:  4:17-5:3a

a. Confidence—17-19

a. This word occurs four times in this Epistle

i. 2 times to confidence in prayer

ii. 2 times to confidence in light of the day of judgment

1. Predestinarians take this to mean the final, general Judgment (Berkhof, Erickson, etc.)

a. Loving the brethren is poor confidence for an eternal destination

b. We do not have to worry about a final Judgment – no need for confidence

2. This must mean the Judgment seat

b. No fear in love – 18

i. Fear and love are incompatible

ii. If love has been perfected in us (2:5), there is no fear of judgment

b. Affection for the brethren—20-21

c. Keep the commandments 5:1-3a

E. How can this be carried out? – 5:3b-15

1. The first way:  faith—3b-13

a. A principle of faith: 3b-5

a. His commandments are not a burden – It is not a burden because whatever is born of God overcomes the world – 3b-5

i. “whatever”

1. Neuter – this suggests that John’s emphasis is not so much on a victorious person but on a victorious power:  New birth, regeneration, etc.

2. It’s not a burden because we now have the capacity

ii. “born”

1. perfect, looking back to when whatever was placed in us

iii. “faith”

1. made operative by faith

iv. “overcometh”

1. Occurs 3 times in 4-5

2. tenses:

a. 1st present

b. 2nd aorist

c. 3rd present

3. Begin with the second use:

a. Aorist participle
b. Normally, an aorist participle will occur in time before the main verb, thus the aorist occurs temporally before

c. This refers to a specific event – their regeneration

4. Present uses

a. Even though we overcame in the past, by faith positionally, this still must be operative by faith in the present

b. The object of faith—6-8 – Christ

i. Three witnesses testifying to Christ is:

1. Water and blood:

a. John 19?  Sacraments?  Levitical system of cleansing?  How do these relate to a testimony bout Christ?

b. The water and the blood are a reference to Jesus’ baptism and death

i. By referring to Jesus’ baptism and death, John is placing those two events as bookends to Jesus’ earthly ministry

ii. This would combat Cerinthianism

iii. It seems to be the natural way to take this

2. Spirit (3rd witness)

a. Matt. 12 – the nation of Israel blasphemes the Spirit in their rejection of Christ

b. John 14-16 – the Spirit’s role is to testify of Christ

c. Heb. 2:4 – the apostolic band performing miracles through the Holy Spirit

ii. Johannine Comma

1. Comma is the Greek word for clause
2. Most commentators believe it is not to be included

3. This verse does make perfect sense in the context

c. The testimony of faith—9-12

i. Background:  Deut. 19:15

1. Moses teaches that two or three witnesses must be present for someone to be found guilty

ii. 10 is almost a parenthesis speaking of the internalization of the testimony

iii. Verses 11-12 refer to John’s standard definition of eternal life
d. The assurance of faith –13

i. “These things” refers to the verses immediately preceding

2. The second way:  prayer  14-15

a. The reference to petitions goes back to 5:3a

b. He is speaking of keeping the commandments

c. This is how we have the confidence that our prayers will be answered:  when we pray for help to keep the commandments

F. The practice of love—5:16-21

1. Prayer for others—16-17--  Sin unto death.doc
2. Certainty of knowledge—18-20

a. Here, he is synthesizing his letter

b. “We the apostles know, and now you the readers know.

c. Three things they should know:

a. The basic nature of the person born of God is that it does not sin – 18

b. We are now distinct from the worldly system, which is controlled by the devil - 19

c. We have spiritual understanding concerning the Son of God – 20 (linked to 1 John 2:20, 27)

3. A final warning—21

a. The letter calls us to fellowship

b. We are to avoid anything that destroys or disrupts the fellowship

Declare – the official nature of what he is about to say.





It is an extreme mistake to define fellowship as “being a Christian.”





Caution:





6 Negatives





6 Positives





Three forms of sin as a hindrance:





Though Advocate is found only 5x in NT, the idea is elsewhere.  Moses was an A. for Israel.  Jesus prayed for Peter. John 17.  Heb. 11:25.  Rom. 8:24, 26-27.





John R. Stott, “The Problem of Forgiveness,” in The Cross of Christ, 1986.





Propitiation:


Modern revolt against it because:


It tells us we are sinful


It presents God’s wrath


Some say expiation (removal) – Dodd


We must affirm God’s wrath – a settled expression of His holy nature


God’s wrath is averted and appeased by sacrifice


 translates “mercy seat”





Perseverance:  Brown, Calvin, Hiebert, Law, MacArthur, Marshall, Stott, Westcott, Dodd, Boice, Bruce, Barker





Fellowship:  Hodges (Gospel Under Siege, Absolutely Free, Commentary, Bible Knowledge), Pentecost, Mitchell, Dillow, Guy King, Ryrie (Biblical Theology), Roberts, Braune (Lang’s Commentary), 





See:  � HYPERLINK "Love not the World.doc" ��Love not the World.doc�





Exam #1





Mid-Term Exam





See:  � HYPERLINK "Covetousness.doc" ��Covetousness.doc�





The first three hindrances are internal.  This fourth hindrance, unfortunately, is something we cannot control; it is external.





See:  � HYPERLINK "The Holy Spirit and Interpretation.doc" ��The Holy Spirit and Interpretation.doc�





Consider these verses on the meaning of ashamed:


2 Cor. 5:10, Col. 3:25, 1 Cor. 9:24-27, 2 Tim. 2:5





Hullengrine view





3 goals to Bible Study:


Interpretation – what does the text mean?  (Not, what does it mean to me?)


Application


Transformation


3:3 is focused upon the latter two.





There are four themes, each found in both of two cycles.





The most controversial portion of the Epistle.





See: � HYPERLINK "Introductory Comments.doc" ��Introductory Comments.doc�





See: � HYPERLINK "missing notes.doc" ��missing notes.doc�





See: � HYPERLINK "Standards for Testing.doc" ��Standards for Testing.doc�





This is difficult to translate because is the last word verse 2.





How does faith help us to overcome?


We must believe that what God says about us is true


We must believe that what God says about Christ is true – this is one of the problems addressed in this Epistle


Hebrews 11 – people who applied their faith, what they knew about God





Connection:


He has just spoken of prayer, one of the methods we demonstrate our pursuit of Christ.  So now we go on and pray for our brothers, demonstrating our love for God and the brethren





See  � HYPERLINK "With.doc" ��With.doc�





See:  � HYPERLINK "1 John 1 Conclusion.doc" ��1 John 1 Conclusion.doc�
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