
If I had a dollar for each time I was asked “Why do you want to teach?” I would be able to retire comfortably.  I often answer this question with allusion to my love of words and my desire to share that love with others; sometimes I mention my favorite high school English teachers.  Less often, I reveal my unconditional belief in the power of language and the infinite ability this power contains when given to students at the right time and in the right manner.  As I have moved from the bubbly optimism of my initial acceptance to this program to the more mature, rounded understanding of preparing to student teach, I find myself leaning towards this third explanation.  The will to teach must go beyond a love of books, of writing, of words, and beyond a respect for English teachers of the past.  

To step back from our contained world and to glance at the bigger societal picture in which we live is perhaps the greatest substantiation of the need to educate.  Never has the importance of providing students with the ability to absorb and interact with their environment been more evident.  As we watch our country face its biggest crisis in recent memory, it is important to thwart apathy with knowledge.  But we should leave that to the Social Studies teachers, right?  Wrong.  As English teachers it is our duty to instill in our students the stepping stones necessary to appreciate and respect the many factions of the world. 

 I have yet to finish my second semester of observation, but what I saw last year left me feeling a bit unsettled.  I feel like there is something that needs to be done, and that maybe I should be doing it.  Technology is advancing, yet from what I saw very little of this advancement was being utilized.  I do acknowledge that there are barriers to using technology, generally cost, however it seems that even when technology is available teachers are not equipped to deal with it properly.  The fact that the world is moving and the classroom is standing still seems indicative of a need for change.  Infinite useful sources exist on the internet for every subject, English being no exception.  A recent interest in Wiki, spurred by Wikipedia, has led me to look into this technology of web pages editable by anyone.  The fact that things like this even exist suggests that there are things out there that we should be utilizing and aren’t.  I could go on for pages about the website I would love to see created spanning classrooms and disciplines, created and edited by students for other students.  Things like that make the world a smaller place and help close the divide between the savvy and those who get left behind.  In the ideal classroom there will be a computer for each student and each student will maintain a website, participate in online forums, and use the computer to enhance their learning experience.  When the ideal classroom does emerge (and I believe it will) I am prepared to embrace it.  As technology evolves I am convinced that I will be able to go forward with it.  
        
My love of literature should go without saying.  Why else would I be here?  I go through books faster than I go through toilet paper.  I love books for the meaning enfolded in their pages and, more fundamentally, for the beauty of their words.  Sharing that love with my students was my primary intent at the start of this program, and it still remains for me one of the most anticipated aspects of teaching.  Rather than saying that I have moved away from this aspect of teaching English, I will say that I have moved towards a wider, more ambitious view of teaching.
I feel that I have an immense amount to offer the teaching world.  My background is unique.  My undergraduate degree was done in English Cultural Studies and obtained in Canada.  My studies have ranged from film and popular culture to pulp literature and gender issues.  Bringing something new, something different, to the table will be of enormous benefit to my students.  Having worked in conjunction with university groups to provide diversity and sensitivity training, I consider myself socially aware.  I am open-minded, accepting, and capable of providing meaningful academic support and unique perspectives to my students. 


As far as my teaching philosophy is concerned, nothing I have come up with thus far is set in stone.  I think that just might define my philosophy: subject to change.  Why make permanent today what we may need to change tomorrow?  Anyone who can believe that the ideas they formulate in their Methods class will translate perfectly to a classroom has probably never met a teenager.  As a teacher it is important to be willing to have my ideas challenged, and to recognize when it is best to change them and when to maintain them.  As I embark on my student teaching, I feel that this is the greatest thing I can offer to my students.                           
