Subject: Omri Sharon – "The end justifies the means"/ equality before the law/ corruption 
Input/trigger from the press
Picture of Omri Sharon plus article. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Activities: 

I. Sharing background information
What do you know about the man in the picture from your general knowledge? 

Share this information with the group.
II. Vocabulary – Make sure you know the meaning of the following words/phrases
to sentence someone,    to raise illegal campaign contributions,    to be convicted,    suspended sentence,    prosecutors,    defense attorney,    to appeal,    defer  implementation of sentence,    plea bargain,    verdict,    fraud,    sign a false affidavit,    to reject the defense argument,

to impose restrictions,    to break the law,

III. Read the article together and answer the following questions.
a. What was Omri Sharon's crime?

b. What was his defense?

c. On what grounds was his defense rejected?
IV. Omri Sharon believed that "The end justifies the means." 

a. Translate this into your mother tongue. Explain what you understand by this.
b. List the strengths of working according to this slogan

c. List the dangers of working according to this slogan
V. Connection to Literature

Can you link Omri Sharon's "story" with any of the details or themes raised in the play All My Sons by Arthur Miller? What are the similarities and differences?
VI. Connection to Art

Look carefully at the whole photograph of Omri Sharon again. 
What symbolic interpretation might you give to the shadow image on the wall?
VII. Discuss
From the list of democratic principles and quotes, decide which are relevant to the issues raised by this picture and article and explain why.
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Omri Sharon in court yesterday: ‘For this purpose, [Omri] viewed all means as justified, whether legal or criminal,’ said the judge. Sharon’s lawyers say they will appeal.

Omri Sharon gets nine months
in prison and NIS 300,000 fine

By Assaf Carmely
Gideon Alon, Yuval Yoaz
and Mazal Mualem

The Tel Aviv Magistrate’s
Court yesterday sentenced
former MK Omri Sharon to
nine months in prison plus a
NIS 300,000 fine for raising il-
legal campaign contributions

| for his father, Prime Minister

Ariel Sharon.

His friend Gabi Manor,
who was convicted along with
him, received a nine-month
suspended sentence and a

NIS 50,000 fine.

The stiff sentence sur-
prised prosecutors and de-
fense attorneys alike, and
the latter immediately said
that they plan to appeal it. To
give them time to do so, and
even more because of the el-
der Sharon’s serious medical
condition, Judge Edna Bek-
enstein deferred implemen-
tation of the sentence until
September 1.

Omri and Manor were con-
victed in a plea bargain of il-
legally raising NIS 6 million

for Ariel Sharon’s 1999 cam-
paign for the Likud Party
leadership. In her verdict,
Bekenstein said that this ef-
fectively constituted buying
power.

“The goal was to raise
huge amounts of money,”
she wrote. “For this purpose,
[Omri] viewed all means as
justified, whether legal or
criminal ... as long as his fa-
ther was elected to the de-
sired position.”

Omri, she continued, had
no hesitations about involv-

ing anyone and everyone in
his acts of fraud, “even caus-
ing his father to sign a false
affidavit.”

Bekenstein rejected the
defense’s argument that the
campaign finance laws im-
pose impossible restrictions,
saying that if this were really
so, “I wonder why later, when
the defendant was elected a
Knesset member, he did not
immediately do something to
change them.”

She also rejected the argu-
ment that many politicians do

the same. “Recently, we have
heard over and over about
the ‘political swamp,”” she
wrote. “This swamp must be
dried out. The courts’ role in
drying it up is through suit-
able sentences.”

Bekenstein said that she
admired Omri’s loyalty to his
father, but this did not justify
breaking the law. She also ex-
pressed sympathy for his fa-
ther’s medical condition, but
said that this did not justify

See OMRY, Page 3











