	The Great depression was a time of pain and agony and was also witness to one of the largest population migrations our country has ever witnessed.  Due to property closeouts and unfertile land, a majority of the farmers in the mid-west were forced to set out and look for new home and a new life.  The hardships this people underwent can not be captured better than that of Dorothea Lange in her picture entitled Migrant Mother.  Through Lange’s careful positioning of the camera and centering of the focus, she is able to capture a scene that expresses her attitude of admiration and creates a photograph that induces sympathy.  


	There are three subjects included in the photo with the centerpiece being the mother while having a child on each side of her at the same time.  The center point of the photograph is focused on the mother for many reasons.  The children are seen resting their heads, which are supported by her shoulders.  There is a double meaning in the word support as she is looked up to as the leader of the family and everyone in the family looks to her for support.  The family has most likely been forced out of their home and the mother has taken on the responsibility of holding her family together.  This is seen in many migrant families such as that depicted by the story of The Grapes of Wrath where the mother helps her family and supports her son.  This support of her children gives a look into what kind of character the woman has.  She is obviously a strong willed and minded person who is striving to survive.  This is supported by the fact that she is looking into the distance almost as looking at there problems and meeting them head on.  The children however are turned away from where she is looking and are resting on her shoulder.  This symbolizes the mother’s support of her children in the face of adversity. Lastly, the camera angle and focus is essential to revealing the author’s attitude toward the mother.  The mother is placed in the center of the focus with all attention placed on her.  The lighting in the photograph is much brighter on the mother than on the children.  The children are darker so that they will not draw attention away from the centerpiece of the photograph.  The camera is in every possible focus solely on the mother and in a way, is also looking up to the mother.  The picture displays admiration for the mother in her courageous strength and will to support her family and continue to survive in this horrid wasteland.  Lange easily conveys this attitude she holds through her use of photographic elements.


	Lange finally leaves the reader feeling sympathetic to the photograph by utilizing the mother’s own expression and the mood that the photograph creates.  The mother’s mouth is in a sorrowful frown that is further supported by her tired squinting eyes.  The wrinkles in her forehead give evidence to a severe amount of stress she is going through.  This piece of stress is also seen in the lines stretching across her cheek stemming from the sides of her nose.  The children’s heads are limp on their mother’s shoulder showing what a toll the event has had on them.  Their hair is uneven and disheveled and their clothes are tattered and worn.  What sorrowful moment is completed by the gaze the mother casts into the distant and the no doubt wondering by the mother on whether they will survive.  Lange is able to mournful seen of a mother and her children that leaves the viewer with a sympathetic view of their situation.


