FINAL EXAMINATION ESSAY QUESTIONS
Select ONE (1) of the following essays.  Answer fully using examples from our studies.  It is worth 30 points.

101) The political principle of sovereignty is a fundamental precept of international relations. What does it mean? How meaningful can it be at the beginning of the 21st century?  Is it possible that it required redefinition?  If son, what should it mean? If not, why not?

102) Consider whether the Cold War period of bipolarity was more stable than the post-Cold War multipolarity.  Is the hegemonic stability theory currently applicable?  Support your answer with examples from our studies.

103) Compare and contrast realism and liberalism.  Include a discussion of each as a theory of power as well as an ideology that shapes state policies.  Which one is dominant?  How is economic theory related to these theories/ideologies?

104) At the end of World War II, allied nations gathered in Breton Woods to create an international monetary regimes.  Describe the regimes they created.  What were its principles and purpose? What institutions were created?  Analyze the successes and failures of these regimes.

105) The Untied Nations and the United States have participated in numerous peacekeeping missions.  Evaluate the success or failures of one of the cases we have studied.

106) Compare and contrast the value and use of the World Court, ICC, and national courts in international dispute resolution.  Cite examples.

107) Discuss the issue of human rights laws at the international level.  How and why has human rights law developed?  What are the obstacles to progress?

108) Fears about the proliferation and use of weapons of mass destruction have compelled policy makers to inhibit this process.  Describe the various international treaties that are in place and designed to control the production and use of these weapons.  What incentives motivate compliance?  What incentives motivate defiance?  Who is most likely to be defiant?  Explain.

109) Terrorism is an often discussed and not very well understood issue in international relations. Analyze what we know about terrorism and the role of state and non-state actors in either promoting or preventing its use. What do you think the most effective means of combating terrorism might be?  Why?

110) Based on our study of al Qaeda and 9/11, trace th events and ideas that lead to the attacks of September 11, 2001.  What American governmental weaknesses were exposed by this successful attack?  What improvements have been made?

