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AP PSYCHOLOGY
2008-2009 PRS CHAPTER 1
CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS 
DIRECTIONS: Select one of the following PRS critical thinking questions.  Cite specific psychological principles and research in your response.         

Essays are due 3 days prior to all scheduled tests.
1. Design and describe an experiment to measure the relationship between rehearsal and repetition of a list of words and later recall of that same list of words.  In your answer, you should formulate a hypothesis and include a description of each of the following:

A. Population

B.  Subject Selection

C.  Experimental group

D. Independent variable

E.  Dependent variable

F. Control group

2. Psychologists use a variety of research methods to study behavior.  Three of the main research methods used are:

· Case Study

· Correlational Study

· Experiment

Pretend you are a psychologist who will use each of the three research methods to determine the effect of taking vitamin J on improving memory. Discuss which method would be preferred?
A. Discuss one advantage of each research method listed above.

B. Discuss one disadvantage of each research method listed above.

C. For each method listed above, explain a key characteristic of the basic approach you could use to reach a scientific conclusion about the relationship between taking vitamin J and improving memory.  (You need not design a complete study!)
3.  Dr. Void, a psychologist, believes that psychological disorders can be diagnosed, treated,
and cured through the use of standard tools, techniques, and medications. 

Explain how Dr. Void would look at treating a psychological disorder through the following psychological perspectives.


     A. Psychoanalytic perspective

     B. Neurobiological perspective

     C. Cognitive perspective
     D. Evolutionary perpsecitve
E. Humanistic perspective

4. Statistics are often used to describe and interpret the results of intelligence testing.

     A. Describe three measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode)

     B. Described a skewed distribution

     C. Relate the three measures of central tendency to a normal distribution.

     D. What is standard deviation?

     E. What is an illusory correlation? How does this relate to statistics?
