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#1.


I’ve read the first four chapters of this book so far.  It has introduced several characters including Mark Sway, Ricky Sway, Dianne Sway, Jerome Clifford, Berry “The Blade” Muldanno, and Sergeant Hardy.  Mark is an eleven-year-old boy who smokes in the woods behind his trailer park where he and his younger brother Ricky, nine, and his mother Dianne live.  Ricky discovered Mark smoking one day and threatened to tell their mother if Mark didn’t let Ricky come smoke with him one day.  So Ricky and Mark go into to the woods so smoke.  After they talk about their mother and how much they hate their dad for a couple of minutes a car begins to drive up.  Ricky wants to leave immediately but Mark is more curious so they hide in some bushes.  They soon discover that the man in the car, Jerome Clifford, wants to kill himself so they try to save him.  Mark gets caught and dragged into the car by Jerome, who calls himself Romey.  They have a conversation about how Romey is a lawyer and one of his clients, Berry “The Blade” Muldanno, confessed to where he hid the body of the late senator Boyd Boyette.  Romey is the only other person who knows so he’s worried that the New Orleans mafia that Berry belongs to will have him killed.  Romey tells Mark that the body is hidden in the concrete under his boat in his boathouse.  Romey eventually passes out from all of the booze and pills he’s been taking, giving Mark a chance to escape.  Romey wakes up, realizes mark is gone, and shoots himself in the mouth with a pistol.  

#2.

After Romey’s suicide, Mark and Ricky run back to their trailer in Trucker Wheel Estates.  Mark calls 911 and tells them what happened but he won’t give his name or address.  Ricky is traumatized by the whole incident and won’t respond to Mark.  Mark hears the sirens and goes to have a look.  A policeman, Sergeant Hardy, spots him in the woods and begins to question him.  He takes him home and waits for his mother.  Dianne Sway eventually shows up from work and is related the events. 


Meanwhile in New Orleans, Berry is waiting on Romey to show up for their appointment.  He doesn’t know of Romey’s death yet.

#3.


I’ve read chapters five thru seven now.  Some new characters have been introduced.  Roy Foltrigg, Jason McThune, Wally Boxx, Thomas Fink, Larry Trumann, and Dr. Greenway.  Dr. Greenway is the doctor treating Ricky for his post-traumatic stress disorder brought on by Romey’s suicide.  The other five men are all lawyers and FBI agents working on the murder of Senator Boyette.  They want to get to Mark Sway before anyone else does because they believe that he may have information on the location of the body.  While staying in the hospital, Mark gets bored and decides to go for a walk. 

#4.


On Mark’s walk he sees an office building full of lawyers.  After checking out a few of the practices, Mark decides to go into a door with the name Reggie Love on it because its not as busy as some of the other practices.  Mark and the assistant, Clint, make idle talk for a couple of minutes while they wait on Reggie.  When she gets there they talk about what is happening with Marks family.  Reggie has a soft spot in her heart for used and abused children so she lets Mark hire her for a retainer of one dollar.   

#5.


While wondering around in the hospital, Mark has an encounter in the elevator with one of Berry Muldanno’s thugs.  The thug tells Mark that if he says anything to the cops or FBI about the location of the body or about this meeting, that he would kill Mark and his entire family.  This scares Mark out of his mind.  He truly believes the man and won’t talk about it.  On his next meeting with Reggie, Mark tells her that something has happened but that he can’t talk about it.  This upsets Reggie very much.  Reggie invites Mark over to have dinner at her mother’s house.

#6.


When Mark and Reggie get to Reggie’s mother’s house, she introduces herself to Mark as Mamma Love.  Reggie tells Mark that that is what everyone calls her.  After one of the best meals that Mark has ever had in his entire life, Reggie steps out of the room to take care of some business.  Mamma Love and Mark talk about Reggie’s past.  Mark learns of her son and daughter that have run off and become drug addicts.  This is where you find out why Reggie takes so good care of the children that she works for.  Mark spends the night at Mamma Love’s house.

#7.


At the hospital, Dianne receives a pink slip from her place of work.  When Reggie learns of this she goes down there and has a personal talk with the owner of the company.  After a few minutes of talk Dianne has her job back with a raise, flowers sent to the hospital room, and a transfer to a new section where she won’t get hassled by her co-workers.  Dr. Greenway tells the family that Ricky is making slow progress.  The lawyers working on the case of the missing Senator keep trying to get information out of Mark but he just won’t budge.  So they get him arrested for obstruction of justice.  They think that a night in juvenile hall will make him talk.  That doesn’t work either.

#8.


After spending a few nights in juvenile, Mark gets tired of it.  So he runs around in his cell until his face is really red and sweaty.  When the guard comes in to check on him he is lying on the ground moaning and pretending to have a breakdown.  The guard falls for it and calls an ambulance.  When Mark arrives at the hospital it is packed.  When no one is paying attention, Mark slips out of the stretcher and ducks thru a door.  He makes his way to the morgue to make a phone call to Reggie.  He tells her to meet him at in the parking lot and he’ll explain everything.  When she drives up he slips into her car and tells her to start driving.  Mark then explains how he escaped and tells her that he wants to go to New Orleans to see if the body really is where Romey told him it is.  After putting up an argument that Mark wins, Reggie starts driving to New Orleans.

#9.


When Reggie and Mark get to New Orleans Mark tries to think of what to do next.  He tells Reggie that Romey told him that the body was buried in the cement underneath his boat in his boathouse.  Late at night Reggie and Mark go sneaking in the woods behind Romey’s house.  When they get behind the property, they can easily spot the boathouse.  When they go to investigate, they hear footsteps approaching so they run back into the woods to hide.  Muldanno and a couple of his goons approach the boathouse wanting to dig up the body and hide it somewhere else.  They make so much noise that the neighbors hear and call the cops.  This scares the Muldanno and the thugs away, giving Mark and Reggie the perfect opportunity to discover the body.

#10.


Having seen proof of the body, Reggie talks with Foltrigg about striking a deal.  The deal is to have Mark, Dianne, and Ricky Sway move to another state and assume different identities.  Ricky will be place in a state of the art facility to take care of his post-traumatic stress disorder.  In return, the FBI and U.S. Attorneys will have full cooperation from Reggie.  Just before the plane is taking off from the tarmac, Mark realizes that he’ll probably never see Reggie again.  After working so closely with and putting all of his trust in Reggie, Mark feels close to Reggie.  So before Mark gets on the plane, he and Reggie share a hug.  Then the plane takes off into the sunset.

THE END

