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The Defeat of the Spanish Armada
In the late 1500s the world greatest known international power was Spain.  They ruled, colonized, or had influence over most of the known world.  The king of Spain at the time, the Roman Catholic Phillip II, had a grudge towards England due to its largely Protestant population.  England was also a major sea-going rival and eliminating them would be fantastic for Spain’s economy.

King Phillip’s plan was to send his supposedly invincible Armada of 125 ships into the English Channel where they could rendezvous with the soldiers of the Duke of Parma in the Spanish Netherlands.  The Armada would then ferry the soldiers across the straight of Dover so they could march on London, seize the queen, and proceed to conquer the rest of England.

In 1588 the Spanish Armada, under the command of the Duke of Medina Sedonia, headed for the British Isles.  It reached the southwest coast of England on July 19 and was immediately engaged by the English fleet.  The Spanish were masters of close range naval combat.  Knowing this, English fleet commander Francis Drake chose to stay on the flanks of the powerful Armada.  When the Armada anchored at Calais, the Duke of Parma failed to show up.  The English saw this as a great opportunity for an assault.  By the end of July 1588 most of the Spanish ships were either lost or damaged.

Sensing total defeat, the Duke of Medina Sedonia ordered the remainder of the Armada to retreat going north around Ireland and Scotland.  The English fleet pursued for three days and finally had to return home after running out of ammunition.  On the way home many more Spanish ships were lost or destroyed by fierce storms off the coast of Scotland.

The defeat of the Spanish Armada was a turning point in the battle for international supremacy.  It began the decent of the power of Spain and the accent of Britain’s world dominance.   

