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Sanctions impede N-power sector growth: Scientists 

Mumbai (PTI): Pushing for the Indo-US nuclear deal, India's top nuclear scientists said sanctions imposed by developed countries have impeded optimal growth of its nuclear power sector and led to slippages in meeting targets due to the "backlash" of the embargoes. 

If the nuclear power industry has to grow in India, then the sanctions imposed on the country have to be lifted, feel the scientists at the Atomic Energy Department. 

It has been known for many decades that India is deficient in uranium, a nuclear fuel, and without its availability, the country's nuke programme will lose its relevance, they said. 

"If we do not get access to fuel (uranium), the Pressurised Heavy Water Reactor technologies developed with great success will be of no consequence in the national context," Dr M R Iyer, Chairman, Safety Committees for Accelerators of Atomic Energy Regulatory Board, told PTI. 

Due to embargoes, many of the technologies that have been developed have not achieved economic viability or perfection and the targets have not been met, he said. 

Although India began its atomic programme ahead of many countries, "we have missed most of our targets due to the backlash of the embargoes," Iyer said. 

On restrictions over importing nuclear technology, Iyer said "most of the research and development going on in our nuclear establishments is centred around import substitution and inventing the wheel again and again due to embargoes. 

"This precious manpower can be diverted to develop frontline technologies if the embargoes are removed through various instruments of negotiations." 
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