Search Methods Examination

1. Describe how to do an advanced search in AltaVista or Google. Do not write out a comparison of two advanced searches. Use specific examples as you describe how to do an advanced search using just one of the engines. The examples you use should be related to the theme of your web site so that you can use them in some way on your site. 
I am going to briefly introduce cast members of Ally McBeal through my homepage, so I need to collect some information about them. For doing this, I selected AltaVista Advance Search since it has a better Boolean searching available than Google. I typed in “Ally McBeal AND (cast OR characters) in the box of Boolean expressions. As a result, I could get satisfactory information that I wanted through displayed web pages. 

Next, tell which engine (Google or Alta Vista) you find user-friendlier, and describe its features. This does involve a comparison, but not a detailed one. Focus on the features of the engine that you like best, not on why it is better than the other. 
I think Google is user-friendlier than AltaVista. If one needs to find information by using complicated Boolean searching, AltaVista is better. However, other than this use, Google is more convenient and easier to use. The reason I like Google is that it has the hugest database of all search engines and it makes us easily access the pages related to our topic by clicking on “similar pages.” Also, the way it displays web pages and the font and size of letters are very neat and organized compared to AltaVista. Adding to that, while AltaVista does not allow using Boolean search in simple search, Google allows you to do almost everything in simple search that the advanced search offers
2. a  

Choose one of the meta-search engines to study in detail. Read about it on our chart and on the engine's site, and describe the features in your own words.
<SurfWax>
By clicking “My Search Sets”,  personalized options for searching, we can select a good list of search engines including AllTheWeb, AltaVista, AOL, Excite, SearchEdu, Hotbot, MSN, NBCi, OpenDirectory, Yahoo and can get a search result from their databases. Additionally, we can customize in My Preferences after we join at the free or higher level and save searches in an InfoCubby. For those services, signing up for Surfwax is necessary. In a search, we can use “ ” if keywords we type consist of phrases. Results can be sorted by relevancy, A-Z by site title, or source and it shows our words in context in the page.
b. Use this meta-search engine to find information related to the theme of your web site. Describe your search procedure. What operators did you type in the query box and why? Describe the results of your search. Be sure to list the name or names of sites where you found useful information and their URLs. 
Since I do not know much about Ally McBeal’s recent seasons, especially Season 5 and 6, I tried to search information related to two seasons. I thought if I could see the scripts of two seasons, it would be very helpful to get a glimpse of what was going on there. So, I decided to find some scripts. First I singed up for SurfWax for an efficient searching and better services. Then I typed +”season 5” +scrip +”Ally McBeal” in the query box. The reason I put in those operators is that SurfWax accepts “ “, which is used to search for phrases and +/-, which indicates the words after +/- should be included/excluded. For information of Season 6, I used the same procedure except typing Season 6 instead of 5. As a result of searching, I could find useful web sites as listed below. However, I could rarely find sources related Season 6. I think it is partly because it is very recent thing. As far as I know, Season 6 has been showing since September 3 in North America and it has not broadcast yet in Korea. 
(Flockhart, Calista - Dana's Page   
http://allymcbeal.tktv.net/
(Ally McBeal - Review of all Ally McBeal episodes
http://www.lawontheweb.co.uk/allymcbeal.htm 

(
ALLY MCBEAL SEASON 5

http://www.flordominguez.com/tv.html
(Coffeerooms Ally McBeal Episode Guide
http://www.w3pg.com/ally/episode_guide.html
(
Ally's World : The Virtual Ally Project - Archive News

http://www.express-world.co.uk/ally/archive.html
3. Which of the following search engines do NOT allow you to use truncation? 

Google, AllTheWeb, Academic Info: do not allow us to use truncation
AltaVista, HotBot : should use * for truncation

4. Which of the following search engines require you to use capitalization in Boolean searches? 

Google : No capitalization required except for OR

AllTheWeb: No Capitalization
AltaVista: In advanced search, we have to capitalize Boolean operators like AND, OR, AND NOT, NEAR.
HotBot : using capitalization is required for Boolean Searching.

5. How are asterisks used in Google phrase searching? 
We can use "  " for phrases in Google . If you do not know exact words you want to find, use * as wildcard in phrase searches: 

Ex: "whatever  *  *  *  Ally McBeal"
6 .Describe how you would type a search to find the following information. Type exactly what you would in the query box of a specific engine (keywords and search operators). Use two different engines for EACH of the following searches. This means you will use a total of eight (8) different engines. Be sure to test your answer to verify that it returns the desired results. 

 a. Information about Chihuahua dogs but not Mexico. 
   Google "Chihuahua dogs" -Mexico
Teoma "Chihuahua dogs " -Mexico
Reference to the answer of a

- immediately before a term or phrase in " " excludes it from results. + is extraneous, because all terms are always "ANDed" -- ALL ARE IN ALL RESULTS without the +.
b. Information about how to make ice cream at home. 
Yahoo   “how to make ice cream at home”
HotBot  “how to make ice cream at home”

c. Web pages with Ireland in the Web page titles. 
Librarians' Index to the Internet
In Advanced Search of Librarians’ Index to the Internet I typed Ireland in the field of title.
Infomine
In Advanced Search, I selected Title field and typed Ireland 

d. Web pages with Samsung in the Web page URLs.
AltaVista     url:Samsung
AllTheWeb   In Advanced Search, I typed Samsung in the field of “Must include” and selected the category “in the URL.”
7. Tell in your own words what "stop words" are. 
In a search, stop words are very short and commonly used words like and, or, of, in, on. Search engines such as Google will not search on those small words. 

8. When does Google search common stop words? 
In order to get results including stop words in Google, we should either enclose the words in quotes making a phrase or precede them immediately with +. For example, if you want to search on shakespeare in love, you have to type “shakespeare in love” or shakespeare+in+love. 


9.What are "related searches" called on the following search engines? 
(Google: Similar Pages

(AllTheWeb: Fast Topics (I’m not sure about it. It was hard to find)
(AltaVista: Related pages
 (HotBot: Related categories
 
10. Which of the subject directories on our chart is most useful to you in finding information related to your website or major, and why? Be sure to include this information on your site either under the About Me section or in some other way. 
I think Academic Info is quite useful for those who want to find more academic sources for in depth research. Now I am writing thesis for my graduation. The topic for my thesis probably will be about Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own. Since Subject Index of Academic Info classifies neatly its resources by diverse subjects, it is very easy to look for materials we want. Since it has a lot of full-text resources aiming at undergraduate students, it is fit into our demands the most. For references to my thesis, I went to the category “Modern Literature”. There I could collect useful and high-quality articles related my theme. One of sites that I found helpful is Virginia Woolf on Women and Fiction
11. What is the Invisible Web and why would you use it? 
The "invisible web" is what you cannot see in the search results and other links contained in general web search engines or subject directories. The types of invisible web are as bellows.
(Searchable Databases 
Most of the invisible web is made up of the contents of thousands of specialized searchable databases that you can search via the Web. The search results from many of these databases are delivered to you in web pages that are just for your search. Such pages very often are not stored anywhere: it is easier and cheaper to dynamically generate the answer page for each query than to store all the possible pages containing all the possible answers to all the possible queries people could make to the database. Search engines cannot find or create these pages. 

(Excluded Pages
There are some types of pages that search engine companies exclude by policy. There is no technical reason they could not include them if they wanted. It's a matter of selecting what and what not to include in databases that are already huge, expensive to operate, and low revenue producers. 
In addition to what you find in search engine results and most directories, invisible web contains lots of valuable and useful information you never expected. Actually, finding invisible web is not difficult. So, I would use it for developing my web sites. I would simply go to Google and type “Ally McBeal database.”
