Comparing English Learning Sites

1. Activities for ESL students/   Vs   Phrasal verb demon
I think these two sites are very useful and helpful to learn English especially for people who hate studying grammars and vocabulary. They include tons of diverse contents that help students get interested in English. Especially, the first site has a lot of interesting activities such as scrambled quizzes, crossword puzzles, ranging them according to the level. The most impressive one about this site is that it offers us bilingual quiz, in which we have to pick up the correct English word matching its meaning in other languages. In addition, since it classifies bilingual quizzes by diverse topics and levels, you can enjoy and have fun with it. I think this site would be very good for beginners, because the contents it deals with is not difficult even if some are said to advanced quizzes. Also, thins like picture vocabulary quizzes and flash quizzes make learning grammar and vocabulary, which are commonly considered dull and boring, enjoyable. 

The second site features leaning phrasal verbs. As you know, studying phrasal verbs is very annoying and takes long time to use properly, because they have multiple meaning depending on contexts. That’s why I think this site is really useful. It provides explanation about meaning about each preposition and makes us check whether we get the meaning of phrasal verbs by various exercises. As for me, the most helpful content was “On the News”, where we can learn phrasal verbs by selected updated news. Also, many interesting games it provides make you feel that phrasal verbs are not difficult to use. I’m sure once you visit, you can’t get out of fun of learning phrasal verbs.

2. http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/links/ESL/Reading
http://reading.englishclub.com/  
I have felt a little sorry for the fact that there are just few good sites for reading. So, I am really happy to find these two sites above. The first site provides us lots of useful links related to English reading collected by the Internet TESOL Journal. Needless to say, newspapers are our main source we get information around us. Through the links this site offers, you can access almost all newspapers’ homepage in the world and interesting reading stuff such as Aesop’s Fables, fictions, articles about various topics. Due to a great number of links, you probably feel a little inconvenience to look for what you want to read, but since there are brief annotations under the title of each site, it would not be a big trouble. 

Whereas the first site has a broad range of links, the second one has more specific contents to make students improve their reading skills. It contains some English short stories and classical works such as Shakespeare’s sonnets or Bible and classifies them by different levels. I think that reading short stories is a good habit for catching a main idea and learning vocabulary because it has a dramatic plot in relatively short pages. Like the first site, we can read the latest articles from magazines and newspapers by choosing their topics such as lifestyle, entertainment, science, etc. Since the contents are updated every 15 minutes, you can always access the most recent information. In addition, it is fun to see the list of some English proverbs and explanation of their origin and meaning. However, one thing that I am not satisfied with is that the number of short stories is very small. Its contents and diversity of reading topics need to be updated to be a better website.

*Lists of sites I particularly enjoyed

Paradigm Online 

                  If you are not confident with writing in English, visit this site. It would be a good guide for you. It includes information about how to choose a topic, how to revise and edit an essay as well as how to write different kinds of essays according to writer’s purpose.

The Writing Center at RPI  
    You can get detailed information about how to cite sources you use in your writing to avoid plagiarism. In addition, it provides a lot of useful guides to writing resumes and cover letters.
Literacy Education Online, St. Cloud State  
   I think this site is really excellent. The way it displays information is easy to understand and systematic. It tells us how to solve problem with writing in various situation. What I find helpful is explanation about how to use punctuation, since I am always confused with using semicolon and colon.
