The Uses of culture and National Identity in the Process of European Enlargement

The project is meant to be an international collaboration with the participation of Austrian, Bulgarian, French, Hungarian and Czech colleagues. The objective is to study the changes in the self-presentation of national identity in Easter Europe after the fall of communism to comply with the ideological requirements of the new international order, and more specifically of the EU. 

The anthropological study will be centered on questions like the following:

· Is there a revival (or invention) of regional, ethnic and religious identities? Do they produce tensions between center and periphery? How does either side use the reference to Europe?

· What changes does national identity undergo under the pressures of globalization and, more specifically, of the new European keywords, criteria, monitoring, etc.? 

· Is there a comeback of some sense of Balkan identity and, if yes, what is its role in the process of the opening up of the country to the world?

· What is the place of European identity? What are the main factors for its appearance?

· How do those four levels interact?

For my part, I plan to work more specifically on: 

· Museums and cultural heritage, a domain that nowadays undergoes deep changes on the level of practices, as well as on the level of the imaginary. The Ministry of Culture, as well as the local councils for culture could be interesting destinations for field study. 

· The new political uses of identity could be another element of this research: rituals, commemorations, invention of symbols, presentations of the country abroad.

· We should keep a parallel between those “high” manifestations of the changing collective identities and some “low” ones like tourist guides (esp. cultural tourism), souvenirs, objects of popular culture, etc. 

Some of the most representative identity-oriented projects carried out by NGOs should be also studied and analyzed from an anthropological point of view.

If financed, the project will go on throughout 2001-2001.

