Multi Media Microcomputer Hardware – Prac test 2
1. Name 2 ways that a SIMM and DIMM are alike. Name 2 ways they are different.




2. Briefly explain the difference between Level 1 cache and Level 2 cache.




3. A DIMM has               

pins on its edge connector?

4. What is an IRQ used for?


5. Which of these is not a system resource: a. DMA b. IRQ c. I/O address d. CMOS

6. During the formatting process the FAT is written to the disk twice? (T or F)

7. If a hard drive has 4 platters, how many heads does it have?

8. A concentric ring on a surface of a platter is termed a track? (T or F)

9. A track is subdivided into sectors that are 






Kb long.

10. The MBR is the first sector on a hard drive? (T or F)

11. Which of the following contains the partition table and other information needed by the BIOS to access a hard drive? a. MBR b. CMOS c. RAM d. Level 1 cache

12. The formatting process is the same for hard disks and floppy disks? (T or F)

13. A cluster is a group of one or more sectors that constitute the smallest amount of space on a disk for storing a file? (T or F)

14. When formatting a hard disk the logical areas of the disk appear in which order:

a. partition table>boot record>FAT>root directory>data area

b. boot record>FAT>partition table>data area>root directory

c. partition table>FAT>boot record>root directory>data area

d. FAT>partition table>boot record>data area>root directory

15. CISC chips have fewer instructions than RISC chips? (T or F)

16. When a computer uses parity checking for storing data in memory, how many bits are used to store one byte of data?

17. Word size is the largest number of bits that can be transported to the CPU in one clock tick? (T or F)

18. The data path is the largest number of bits that the CPU can process in one operation? (T or F)

19. What does MMX stand for? 

20. The USB is designed to replace existing serial port technology. Give 2 advantages of USB over traditional serial port technology.

21. What is a WAIT state?



22. Why is it important to place the most demanding devices of your PC on the fastest bus (eg. PCI, SCSI, FireWire)?




23. The AGP bus runs at the same speed as the memory bus and connects directly to the memory bus? (T or F)

24. There is only one AGP slot on a motherboard? (T or F)

25. When you move, delete and save files on your hard disk, the files themselves become fragmented. Briefly explain what file fragmentation is.



26. Name the Windows utility that is used to fix file fragmentation.

27. In Windows 9x how would you examine the file properties/attributes of a file?


28. An unformatted 3.5-inch floppy disk can hold 2Mb of data? (T or F)

29. Why is Static RAM (SRAM) considered faster than Dynamic RAM (DRAM)?



30. Why is ESD so dangerous around computer components?



31. The floppy drive is connected to the system board via a 34-pin data cable, which drive is located after the twist in the data cable? 

32. When you save a file, list 5 properties that are saved along with the file.



33. The term ‘SCSI hard drive’ refers more to the bus used by the device rather than the technology of the hard drive? (T or F)

34. The end of the SCSI bus must have a terminator? (T or F)

35. Briefly explain, “Plug and Play”.



36. Which chip holds the PC’s set-up data? a. RAM b. ROM c. CMOS d. CPU

37. Which is not a file attribute? a. Archive b. Read-only c. Hidden d. FAT

38. The PCI bus is faster than the EISA bus? (T or F)

39. FAT 32 is better at managing large hard drives than FAT 16? (T or F)

40. The CPU uses hexadecimal numbering to perform calculations (T or F)

a. 256


b. 512


c. 168


d. 32
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