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Introduction

All praise is due to Allaah, Who has decreed honour for the one who obeys Him and fears Him, and Who has decreed humiliation for the one who opposes His Command and disobeys Him. And may blessings and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad, who said: 

"I was sent with the sword before the Hour, and my provision has been made to be under the shade of my spear, and humiliation has been placed over the one who opposes my command."

May Allaah send blessings and peace upon him, and upon his family and companions, who gave their blood and wealth in order to raise the Word of Allaah, and upon all of those who travel upon their guidance and follow their footsteps in raising the banner of Laa ilaaha illallaah.

To proceed: For a long time, the Islaamic Ummah has been looking for the way to regain its honour and glory that it lost decades ago until today, but they have been unaware of the path that leads thereto. They have been remembering that glory and what they had of honour and leadership, every time that they turn the pages of history. And they remembered the biographies of their fathers and their grandfathers, and what they had of lasting glory and great position between the nations, when they were feared and dreaded by all who heard of them.

I will speak in this message about this way, by which the Ummah attained this honour above all other nations, and which is the highest peak of al-Islaam. It is Jihaad in the Way of Allaah, by which the flag of Tawheed is raised and the banners of Kufr brought down, and by which the people of al-Eemaan are honoured and the transgressors humiliated. So I say, seeking the help of the One, the Unique, and placing trust in the Single, the Self-Sufficient:

Verily, no matter how much the Ummah searches for its success and the restoration of its rightful place, it will never find it without Jihaad in the Way of Allaah. For Allaah has made it the means by which the religion is established in the earth, and the thrones of the tyrants of mankind demolished, and the hypocrites humiliated and their power crushed, in order to strike terror into the enemy no matter how wide their kingdoms are or how great is their power. And whoever thinks other than that, then he has forged a great lie upon Allaah, and has followed a path other than the path of the believers, and will remain relaxing in his place until Allaah will bring forth a people whom He loves, and who will love Him, humble towards the believers and harsh against the Kaafiroon, waging Jihaad in His Way and not fearing the blame of the blamers. And it is nowhere known in the history of this Ummah that it ever became great among the nations without Jihaad in the Way of Allaah.

Next, you should know, may Allaah grant you success, that Jihaad is the exerting of one's means and ability and undergoing difficulties with patience in calling to Allaah (ta`aalaa), according to the need of the one who is being called, in terms of proof, explanation, and using one's wealth, or fighting with the sword, weapons and everything with which it is possible to wage Jihaad, in every place and time.

And it is of two types: Offensive Jihaad (jihaadu talabin wabtidaa'), and defensive Jihaad (jihaadu daf`).

The first is to invade the Kuffaar in their lands and to call them to al-Islaam. If they refuse, the Jizyah is to be taken from them. If they withhold, it is obligatory to fight them. And this is what the Salaf of this Ummah used to do, until the armies of al-Islaam had reached all parts of the earth, and al-Islaam spread throughout its ends, and the insides of the Mujaahidoon were scattered throughout its corners, may Allaah grant them the best reward on behalf of al-Islaam and the Muslims.

The second is the defensive Jihaad, and that is when the enemy enters the lands of the Muslims and conquers them or prepares to fight them. In such a case it is obligatory upon the Muslims to fight them until their evil is repelled and their plots turned back.

And in both cases, it is one of the obligations and necessary duties of the religion, which Allaah (subhaanahoo wa-ta`aalaa) has legislated in order to fight the enemy and to bring him into the religion of al-Islaam. He said (ta`aalaa): {"Fighting (i.e. Jihaad in Allaah's Cause) is ordained for you, although you may dislike it."} [Al-Baqarah, 216]

And He said (ta`aalaa): {"Then when the Sacred Months have passed, then kill the Mushrikoon wherever you find them, and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in every place of ambush."} [At-Tawbah, 5]

And He said (subhaanahoo wa-ta`aalaa): {"And kill them wherever you find them, and turn them out from where they have turned you out. And al-Fitnah (polytheism, disbelief, apostasy) is worse than killing."} [Al-Baqarah, 191]

And He said (ta`aalaa): {"O you who believe! Fight those of the infidels who are close to you, and let them find harshness in you. And know that Allaah is with those who are al-Muttaqoon (the pious)."} [At-Tawbah, 123]

And He said (`azza man qaa'il): {"Fight against them, so that Allaah will punish them by your hands and disgrace them, and give you victory over them and heal the breasts of a believing people."} [At-Tawbah, 14]

And in the Hadeeth from Anas (radiyallaahu `anhu), that the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Make Jihaad against the Mushrikoon with your wealth, your selves, and your tongues." [Narrated by Abu Daawood, and also Ahmad, ad-Daarimee and an-Nasaa'ee, and declared Saheeh by Ibn Hibbaan and al-Haakim.]

And in the Saheehayn from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "I have been commanded to fight the people until they say that none has the right to be worshipped but Allaah. If they do so, then their lives and property are protected, unless they violate its right, and their reckoning is with Allaah (ta`aalaa)."

And Abu Daawood narrated from Makhool, from Abu Hurayrah, who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Al-Jihaad is obligatory upon you, with every Muslim leader, be he righteous or wicked."

And from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Would you not like that Allaah forgave you and admitted you into Paradise? Invade in the Way of Allaah." [Narrated by at-Tirmidhee.]

And Ibn Abee Shaybah narrated in his Musannaf from Zayd ibn Aslam who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Invade, you will be victorious and gain booty."

And from Sulaymaan ibn Buraydah, from his father, that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Invade in the Name of Allaah, fight those who disbelieve in Allaah." [Narrated by Muslim.]

And from `Ubaadah ibn Saamit, who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Make Jihaad in the Way of Allaah, for verily, Jihaad in the Way of Allaah is one of the gates to Paradise, and through it Allaah saves one from distress and worry." [Narrated by `Abdur-Razzaaq in his Musannaf, and Ahmad with a good Isnaad, and by at-Tabaraanee and al-Haakim.]

And Ibn `Asaakir narrated it with the addition: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Make Jihaad for the sake of Allaah against those who are near and those who are far, whether you are settled or travelling, for verily, Jihaad is one of the gates to Paradise, and it saves one from distress and worry."

And from Hudhayfah ibnul-Yamaan, who said: "The people used to ask the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) about the good, but I used to ask him about the evil. I said: "O Messenger of Allaah: Do you see this good that we are in? Will there be after it any evil?" He said: "Yes." I said: "What is the way to protect ourselves from it?" He said: "The sword." [Narrated by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf, and Abu Daawood.]

And from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu), that the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Invade in the Way of Allaah, whoever fights in the Way of Allaah atop a camel, then Paradise is assured for him." [Narrated by at-Tirmidhee.]


Despite these decisive texts regarding the matter of Jihaad in the Way of Allaah, there are people among us who claim that this time is unsuitable for implementing such texts, and who view that it is enough to call to Allaah by holding study circles and Da`wah programs, thinking that this time is similar to the Makkan period. Indeed, they actually view this act itself as Jihaad, which it is obligatory for all of the reformers to give the utmost importance to, and other than that from among the illusions which have no connection at all with the religion. This is because Tarbiyah (education, training) cannot be without Jihaad. For the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) educated and trained his companions in that way for a brief period, after which he ordered them to carry the banners and fight the enemy.

And I do not disagree with them that Da`wah to Allaah is part of Jihaad, however if their method is that of the Makkan period, then it must confirm to that, because the Da`wah of the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) was among the Kuffaar and the worshippers of idols, and he (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) did not live amongst the Muslims, as we do today. For this reason, it is obligatory upon all of the `Ulamaa', callers, and reformers to combine between the two matters: Da`wah and Jihaad.

As for what they use as proof for this method of theirs, it is but mere Ijtihaad (deduction) which is not based on a Shar`ee principle. And indeed, some of them might believe that what is narrated from the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) that he said upon returning from Tabook: "We have returned from the lesser Jihaad to the greater Jihaad," proves the obligation of Da`wah to Allaah and that it is more important than Jihaad with the sword, although that narration is not authentic from the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam). Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullaah) said regarding it: "As for the Hadeeth that some of them have narrated, that he said in the expedition of Tabook: "We have returned from the lesser Jihaad to the greater Jihaad," then it is baseless, and it has not been narrated by anyone of those who have any knowledge of the sayings or deeds of the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam). And Jihaad against the Kuffaar is one of the greatest deeds, indeed it is one of the best voluntary deeds that a person can perform." [End of quote.]

And no intelligent person doubts that the Jihaad of the Nafs and training it upon Eemaan is from the greatest causes of victory, as defeat is caused by falling into disobedience. However, the meaning is not that Jihaad should be neglected, using this as a proof.

Ibnul-Qayyim (rahimahullaah) said in regard to the Saying of Allaah (ta`aalaa): {"As for those who strive hard in Our Cause, We will surely guide them to Our Paths..."} [Al-`Ankaboot, 69] 

"He (subhaanahoo) linked guidance to Jihaad, so the one with the most perfect guidance is the one whose Jihaad is greatest. And the most obligatory Jihaad is the Jihaad against the Nafs, and the Jihaad against the desires, and the Jihaad against the Shaytaan, and the Jihaad against the worldly life. So whoever makes Jihaad against these four for the sake of Allaah, Allaah will guide him to the Path of His Pleasure that will lead to His Paradise. And whoever leaves Jihaad, then he will be deprived of guidance to the extent that he left Jihaad. Al-Junayd said: "And those who struggle hard against their desires for Our sake by repenting, then We will certainly guide them to the Paths of sincerity. And it will never be possible for him to make the outer Jihaad against the enemy, until he makes the Jihaad against these inner enemies. So whoever is victorious over them is victorious over his enemy, and whoever is defeated by them is defeated by his enemy." Until he said: "And for the people of Jihaad there is guidance and understanding that is not possessed by the people of al-Mujaahadah (asceticism, inner struggle). And in regard to this, al-Awzaa`ee and Ibnul-Mubaarak said: "If the people differ in anything, look to what the Ahluth-Thaghr (the people guarding the borders, i.e. the people of Jihaad) are upon." For verily, Allaah says: 

{"As for those who strive hard in Our Cause, We will surely guide them to Our Paths. And verily, Allaah is with the Muhsinoon (good doers)."}[End of quote.]

So those who say that Jihaad is not obligatory must fear Allaah in regard to their own selves, and they must say nothing about Allaah but the truth. For verily, the saying that it is not obligatory is baseless, and I will mention some of the proofs narrated regarding the severe threat upon the one who does not view the Jihaad [as being obligatory], as a reminder to the who has a heart, or is granted hearing and is a witness.

Allaah (ta`aalaa) said: {"Say: "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your kindred, the wealth that you have gained, the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you delight, are dearer to you than Allaah and His Messenger, and Jihaad in His Cause, then wait until Allaah brings about His Decision. And Allaah guides not the people who are al-Faasiqoon (rebellious, disobedient)."} [At-Tawbah, 24]

And He said (ta`aalaa): {"O you who believe! What is the matter with you, that when you are asked to march forth in the Cause of Allaah, you cling heavily to the earth? Are you pleased with the life of this world rather than the Hereafter? But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world as compared to the Hereafter. If you march not forth, He will punish you with a painful torment and will replace you by another people, and you cannot harm Him at all. And Allaah is Able to do all things."} [At-Tawbah, 38-39]

From Anas ibn Maalik (radiyallaahu `anhu), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Whoever goes out on an expedition in the Way of Allaah, then he has offered all of the obedience to Allaah due on him."

Then he recited: {"Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve."} 

Anas said: "It was said: "O Messenger of Allaah, after hearing this Hadeeth from you, who would abandon Jihaad and sit back?" He said: "The one whom Allaah has cursed, and upon whom is His Wrath, and for whom He has prepared a painful torment: a people who will exist in the last age who will reject Jihaad, while my Lord has made a covenant that He will not break: that if slave meets Him with that view, He will punish him with a torment with which He has not punished any of the creation." [Narrated by Ibn `Asaakir in the chapter: The severe warning against leaving Jihaad.]

And from Zayd ibn Aslam, from his father, that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Jihaad will remain fresh and green as long as raindrops fall from the sky. And there will come upon the people a time when Qur'aan reciters from among them will say: "This is not the time of Jihaad." So whoever comes to that time, then it is the best time for Jihaad."

They said: "O Messenger of Allaah, would someone really say that?" He said: "Yes, the one whom Allaah has cursed, and the angels and all of mankind." [Narrated by Ibn Zamneen in Usoolus-Sunnah Mursalan, and narrated by Ibn `Asaakir Marfoo`an from Anas (radiyallaahu `anhu).]

And from `Abdullaah ibn `Umar (radiyallaahu `anhumaa) that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "There will come upon the people a time in which their hearts will be like the hearts of the A`aajim (non-Arab foreigners)." So it was said: "What about the hearts of the A`aajim?" He said: "The love of this world. Their Sunnah is the Sunnah of the `Arabs. And whatever Allaah provides them, they will give to their animals, and they will view Jihaad as a danger and charity as a burden." [Narrated by Abu Ya`laa Marfoo`an, and by al-Haarith ibn Abee Usaamah Mawqoofan.]

And an-Nasaa'ee narrated from Salamah ibn Nufayl al-Kindee (radiyallaahu `anhu) that he said: "I was sitting with the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) and a man said: "O Messenger of Allaah, the people have tied up their horses and put down their weapons and said: "There is no Jihaad, the war has laid down its burden." So the Messenger of Allaah turned his face forward and said: "They have lied! Now has come the time for fighting! And there will always remain a group of my Ummah fighting upon the Truth, and Allaah will cause the hearts of peoples to deviate so that He will provide for them (the first group) from them (the second group), until the Hour arrives, and until Allaah's Promise comes. And good is tied into the foreheads of horses until the Day of Resurrection..."

And from Anas (radiyallaahu `anhu), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Jihaad is continuous from the time that Allaah sent me until the last of my Ummah fights the Dajjaal. It is not cancelled by the tyranny of a tyrant, nor by the justice of a just person..." [Narrated by Abu Daawood in his Sunan.]

And from Ibn `Umar (radiyallaahu `anhumaa), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "When you deal with al-`Eenah (a kind of usurious transaction), and you hold onto the tails of cattle, and you are content with agriculture, and you leave Jihaad, Allaah will place over you humiliation, which He will not lift from you until you return to your religion." [Narrated by Abu Daawood with a Hasan Isnaad.]

And from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Whoever dies and did not take part in a Ghazwah (military expedition), and did not motivate himself to do so, dies on a branch of hypocrisy." [Narrated by Muslim.]


And Abu Daawood and Ibn Maajah narrated with a Hasan Isnaad from Abu Umaamah (radiyallaahu `anhu), from the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam), that he said: "Whoever did not take part in a Ghazwah, or equip a fighter, or look after the family of a fighter well in his absence, a calamity will befall him before the Day of Resurrection."


And from Makhool, who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "There is no-one from the people of a house who did not take part in a Ghazwah, or equip a fighter, or look after the family of a fighter well in his absence, except that a calamity will befall him before his death." [A Mursal narration of `Abdur-Razzaaq from Sa`eed ibn `Abdil-`Azeez.]

And what I have mentioned here from the texts with this meaning is only a little of a lot, but where are those who will take benefit from what has come from Allaah and from His Messenger? And where are those who will follow the way of the Salaf of this Ummah, in raising the banner of Tawheed and elevating the Word of Allaah? And where are those who will prefer the eternal over the transient, and sell their worldly existence for that of the Hereafter?

So beware, O you who sit back, deceived and cowardly, from the Anger of Allaah and His Wrath upon you, for verily, Jihaad in the Way of Allaah is eternally prescribed until the Day of Resurrection.

So you must repent to Allaah and turn to Him in obedience, before you are brought out in front of Him and reckoned at His Hands.

And unfortunately, the matter has not stopped at the saying that Jihaad should be left, rather it has gone further to the point where the believing Mujaahidoon are attacked and criticised, and described as "terrorists", according to how the Jews and Christians and the enemies of the religion see them. Or they are accused of not understanding the reality of al-Islaam, or that they are rebels against their leaders and societies. So they have declared enmity towards them, and they follow them in every place in order to hand them over to "justice", as they claim, so their wrath is poured over them and they are imprisoned and tortured, in order to put an end to them and to what they have done of giving victory to the religion of Allaah (`azza wa-jall).

Do those people not know that Allaah (`azza wa-jall) is watching over them concerning what they are doing to His Party and His Army, about whom Allaah has said: {"Truly, Allaah defends those who believe. Verily, Allaah likes not any treacherous ingrate to Allaah."} [Al-Hajj, 38]

Will those people not awaken from what they are so carelessly doing, from harming and tormenting the believers? Or do they think that Allaah's punishment and revenge on behalf of the oppressed is slow in coming? So woe to them, again and again, on the Day when Allaah will gather the first and last generations, and the oppressed will take vengeance on his oppressor. Has not Allaah (`azza wa-jall) declared war against those who make war on the believers, and threatened them with a humiliating punishment? Where are those people from the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger, and what is mentioned therein of the severe threat upon those who oppose the believers and harm them?

And this is a compilation of texts from the Book and the Sunnah which I have narrated as a warning to those people from continuing in that which they are in, and as a note to those of them who are unaware. Allaah (ta`aalaa) says: {"And those who harm believing men and women undeservedly, they bear the crime of slander and plain sin."} [Al-Ahzaab, 58]

Shaykh `Abdur-Rahmaan as-Sa`dee (rahimahullaah) said in his Tafseer of this Aayah: "Causing harm to the believers is a great matter and an enormous sin, and for this reason He has said regarding it: {"And those who harm believing men and women undeservedly"} i.e. without any crime on their part that deserves harm {"they bear"} on their backs {"the crime of slander"} because they harmed them for no reason {"and plain sin"} because they aggressed against them and violated the sanctity of Allaah.

And al-Ghazzaalee Khaleel said in his Tafseer of this Aayah: "Whoever harms the believers, men or women, with false accusations, or with revilement and insults, or with beating and killing, or by aggressing against them for no reason warranting that, or crime that they have committed, then he has harmed himself and borne upon himself a heavy burden, a false calumny, and a sin which is clearly evil and prohibited." [End of quote.]

And He said (`azza wa-jall): {"Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and the believing women and then who do not turn in repentance, then they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the punishment of the burning Fire."} [Al-Burooj, 10]

And from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu) who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Allaah said: "Whoever shows enmity to a Waliyy (ally) of Mine, then I have declared war upon him." [Narrated by al-Bukhaaree.]

And from Jaabir ibn `Abdillaah and Abu Talhah (radiyallaahu `anhumaa), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "There is no-one who lets a Muslim down at a time when his honour is threatened, except that Allaah will let him down at a time when he wishes for His help. And there is no-one who helps a believer at a time when his honour is threatened, except that Allaah will help him at a time when he wishes for His help." [Narrated by Abu Daawood and Ahmad.]


And from `Abdullaah ibn `Amr ibnil-`Aas (radiyallaahu `anhumaa), from the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam), that he said: "The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand the other Muslims are safe." [Agreed upon.]

So in these two Hadeeths is a proof of the obligation of respecting the Muslim and refraining from betraying him and harming him.

And he said (`alayhis-salaatu was-salaam): "Whoever causes difficulty for a house, or blocks a path, or harms a believer, then there is no Jihaad for him." [As-Saheehul-Jaami`, 6378]

And from Hudhayfah ibnul-Yamaan, who used to ask the Messenger (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) a lot about the events that would befall this Ummah, so he said: "There will be leaders who torment you, so Allaah will torment them." [Narrated by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.]

And from Yoosuf ibn Ya`qoob, from his Shaykhs, who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Beware of harming the Mujaahidoon, for verily, Allaah gets angry for the sake of the Mujaahidoon as He gets angry for the sake of the Prophets and Messengers, and He responds to them as He responds to the Prophets and Messengers. And the sun has not risen or set upon anyone more noble in the sight of Allaah that the Mujaahid." [Narrated by Ibn `Asaakir.]

So from these texts and other than them, it is clear regarding the gravity of the sin of the one who transgresses against the believing slaves of Allaah, and that his destination is the painful torment. So beware, O you who have vowed yourselves to persecuting and torturing the Awliyaa' of Allaah, and throwing them into the dark prisons, for verily Allaah gives respite and He does not ignore. Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim have narrated from Abu Moosaa (radiyallaahu `anhu), who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Verily, Allaah gives respite to the oppressor for a while, but when He takes him (with His punishment), He does not release him."

Then he recited: {"Such is the Seizure of your Lord when He seizes the towns while they are doing wrong. Verily, His Seizure is painful, and severe."} [Hood, 102]

And from Jaabir (radiyallaahu `anhu), that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Beware of oppression, for oppression will be darkness on the Day of Resurrection." [Narrated by Muslim.]

And from Mu`aadh ibn Jabal (radiyallaahu `anhu), from the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam), who said to him when he sent him to Yemen: "Beware of the supplication of the oppressed, for there is no barrier between it and Allaah." [Agreed upon.]

And I do not see these armies of crusaders, that have bared their fangs and come to announce their deep-seated hatred, except as a result of what there is of oppression and tyranny against the believers, and indulgence in disobedience, which is a cause of Allaah's vengeance and torment upon those who transgress His limits and violate His prohibitions. He said (ta`aalaa): {"Verily, Allaah will not change the (good) condition of a people as long as they do not change their state (of goodness) themselves (by committing sins and by being ungrateful and disobedient to Allaah). But when Allaah wills a people's punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they will find besides Him no protector."} [Ar-Ra`d, 11]

And He said (`azza wa-jall): {"And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned. And He pardons much."} [Ash-Shooraa, 30]

So beware of dragging the Ummah into destruction and the igniting of trials that are difficult to quell and which cannot be put out. For Jihaad is not a crime for which a man should be accounted and condemned for, rather the crime is to leave Jihaad and punish the Mujaahidoon for no other reason that they have stood up to perform this great task, which the Qur'aan has mentioned in over five hundred Aayaat, and regarding which countless Ahaadeeth have been narrated, making clear its ruling and its virtue, and the great position that the Mujaahidoon have in the sight of Allaah.

Indeed, Allaah has threatened the one who leaves Jihaad with humiliation and abasement, and being conquered by the enemy, and torment in the Hereafter, as He (ta`aalaa) said regarding the hypocrites: {"Those who stayed away (from the Tabook expedition) rejoiced in their staying behind the Messenger of Allaah. They hated to strive and fight with their properties and their lives in the Cause of Allaah, and they said: "March not forth in the heat." Say: "The Fire of Hell is more intense in heat." If only they could understand!"} [At-Tawbah, 81]

So consider His Saying (ta`aalaa): {"Say: "The Fire of Hell is more intense in heat"} when they had made excuses to him (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) due to the intensity of the heat; what was the answer to these excuses, which would not benefit them at all in front of Allaah? And Allaah (`azza wa-jall) has prohibited putting the love of fathers, sons, and others over the love of Jihaad, and the one who does that has been judged as a Faasiq (corrupt evil-doer). And the one who sits back from Jihaad and from going out in the Way of Allaah, Allaah will punish him with a painful torment. Consider that in these two Aayahs that have been mentioned in this regard.

And consider the Ahaadeeth mentioned shortly, it will be clear to you with what Allaah has threatened the retreaters and the defeatists who have left Jihaad, let alone those who await disasters to befall the Mujaahidoon and who describe them with hateful descriptions.

And from what is narrated in this regard, there is also that which is mentioned about Abu Bakr (radiyallaahu `anhu), when he gave a sermon to the people one year after the passing away of the Messenger (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam), overcome with emotion at the event, and he said: "O people! Verily, I heard the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) on this very Minbar saying: "No people ever left Jihaad in the Way of Allaah except that Allaah humiliated them. And no people ever left commanding the good and forbidding the evil except that Allaah sent upon them an all-encompassing punishment."

And at-Tabaraanee narrated a briefer version of the same Hadeeth with a Hasan Isnaad, and its wording is: "No people ever left Jihaad except that Allaah sent upon them an all-encompassing punishment."

And Ibn `Asaakir narrated it with its Isnaad from Mujaalid, from ash-Sha`bee, who said: "When the Bay`ah was given to Abu Bakr, he ascended the Minbar" and he mentioned the Hadeeth, and said in it: "No people ever leaves Jihaad in the Way of Allaah except that Allaah strikes them with poverty."

And from `Alee (radiyallaahu `anhu), that he said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Jihaad for Allaah's sake is one of the doors of Paradise, and whoever leaves Jihaad in the Way of Allaah, Allaah will clothe him with humiliation and encompass him with tribulation, and he will be showered with disgrace and ignominy and deprived of justice."

And I will close this message with two important points. 

The first point: In regard to al-Istishhaad (seeking martyrdom) in the Way of Allaah. This is a great honour which Allaah grants to His chosen believing slaves according to their various ranks. However, there has appeared a group of people, playing with that which is the domain of Allaah's knowledge alone and that which He revealed to His Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam), in that they have made Shahaadah (martyrdom) into a word with which they describe whoever their desires see fit, as if they have found some knowledge that the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) missed in that regard. And they know that they are liars in what they claim, because Shahaadah is a kind of praising of the deceased, and they praise with it those who do not deserve it. So if a singer dies, he is the "martyr of art." And if a person dies in the service of his nation, he is the "martyr of the nation." And the matter has not stopped there; it has reached the point that they claim that whenever anyone who has a connection with their interests dies, then he is a martyr, even if he is an atheist, or a Raafidee, or a corrupt evil-doer, from among those or others who die during their futile playing.

So declaring Shahaadah is not the place of anyone from among the people; it is only referred back to those for whom the Messenger (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) bore witness of it. So it is obligatory for those who do this to fear Allaah, and beware of imitating the "popes" who hand out forgiveness, may Allaah fight them! How are they deceived?

And there is no doubt that the like of this act is an innovation in the religion of Allaah that does not belong to it.

For it is narrated in the Saheehayn from `Aa'ishah (radiyallaahu `anhaa) who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Whoever innovates in this religion of ours that which is not part of it, then it will be rejected."

For the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) restricted Shahaadah to the one who dies or is killed in the Way of Allaah, and to those who die of plague, stomach illness, drowning, being crushed by a falling building, and the one who is killed defending his property, his life, his religion, or his family.

The second point: To the people of Jihaad and the elevation of the Word of Allaah.

There is no doubt that you are facing such trials and tribulations from your enemy is require patience and seeking reward.

So the killing, displacement, oppression, persecution, and arrests [that you are being afflicted with], all of this is a means of attaining higher ranks and the eternal bliss, as Allaah (`azza wa-jall) has said: {"So those who emigrated and were driven out of their homes, and suffered harm in My Cause, and who fought and were killed, verily, I will expiate from them their evil deeds and admit them into Gardens under which rivers flow; a reward from Allaah. And with Allaah is the best of rewards."} [Aal `Imraan, 195]

And you have the best example in the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam), as he faced the worst harm from his people, and his companions were also harmed with all kinds of tortures, beating, humiliation and displacement, until some of them died under torture, but their recompense for that was Paradise, as was the case with Yaasir, Sumayyah, `Ammaar, Bilaal, and others, may Allaah be pleased with all of them.

And receive glad tidings that relief is coming, with the will of Allaah, so do not despair due to what you are receiving of revilement, insults, and humiliation, for the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) received that which was worse and more painful. And victory does not stand except upon the skulls of the Shuhadaa' (martyrs) who fulfilled their covenant with Allaah by selling themselves to Allaah for the price of a Paradise as wide as the heavens and the earth. So congratulations to you, for that which you are engaged in of exerting your souls and your blood in order that Allaah's religion may be established in the earth. And may Allaah reward you for that, with the highest Paradise, along with those upon whom Allaah has bestowed His Favour, from the Prophet, the Siddeeqoon (the early believers), the Shuhadaa' (martyrs), and the righteous, in a seat of truth, near the Omnipotent King.

For how many Favours of Allaah are upon you, from the day that He chose you from among the people to revive the obligation of Jihaad, whose banners had for so long been toppled, and whose signposts had been wiped out. And the first of these Favours is being killed in the Way of Allaah, which is one of the highest levels of Jihaad, because it is martyrdom in His Way. And Allaah has specially chosen the Shuhadaa' with His Saying: {"...that Allaah may test those who believe, and that He may take martyrs from among you."} [Aal `Imraan, 140]

And with Shahaadah, forgiveness is attained, the pain of death is not felt, and one is raised on the Day of Resurrection with his wounds fresh, their colour the colour of blood, and their scent the scent of musk. And he is granted the ability to intercede for seventy of his relatives, and he is married to seventy-two of al-Hoorul-`Een (virgins of Paradise), and the reward of his deeds continues while he is in his grave, and he is saved from al-Fattaan (the angel who gives the trial in the grave). And the souls of the Shuhadaa' are inside birds which fly in Paradise wherever they like, and they come to rest inside lamps suspended under the Throne of Allaah. And were it to be said to the Shaheed: "Do you wish for anything more?" he would wish to be returned to the world to be killed again and again, due to what he saw of the bliss in Paradise.

So have patience, my brother, with what you dislike, for verily Paradise is surrounded with that which is disliked. May Allaah grant you success to achieve that which you strive for, and may He benefit al-Islaam and the Muslims by you, and unite us in the Abode of Honour and eternal bliss.

And these are some of the proofs regarding what Allaah has prepared for the Mujaahidoon of enormous reward and great recompense. He said (ta`aalaa): {"Think not of those who are killed in the Way of Allaah as dead. Nay, they are alive with their Lord, and they have provision."} [Aal `Imraan, 169]

And He said (ta`aalaa): {"Verily, Allaah has purchased of the believers their lives and their properties for (the price) that theirs shall be Paradise. They fight in Allaah's Cause, so they kill and are killed. It is a promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Tawraah and the Injeel and the Qur'aan. And who is truer to his covenant than Allaah? Then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. That is the supreme success."} [At-Tawbah, 111]

And Allaah has prepared for the Mujaahidoon a hundred ranks, the distance between two of them being like the distance between the sky and the earth.

Allaah (ta`aalaa) said: {"...but Allaah has preferred the Mujaahidoon above those who sit (at home) by a huge reward. Degrees of (higher) grades from Him, and Forgiveness and Mercy. And Allaah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."} [An-Nisaa', 95-96]

And it is narrated in Saheehul-Bukhaaree from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu) from the Prophet (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) who said: "Verily, in Paradise there are one hundred ranks that Allaah has prepared for the Mujaahidoon in the Way of Allaah, the distance between two of the ranks like the distance between the sky and the earth. So when you ask Allaah, ask Him for al-Firdaws, for verily it is the best part of Paradise and the highest part of Paradise, and from it flows the rivers of Paradise, and above it is the Throne of the Most Merciful."

And how many great bounties there are with Allaah for the Mujaahidoon, which no-one's knowledge can comprehend, and which no-one can describe! For it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu `anhu) who said: "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu `alayhi wa-sallam) said: "Allaah has guaranteed for the one who goes out in His Cause: "If he goes out for no other reason than Jihaad in My Cause, with faith in Me and belief in My Messengers, then he is guaranteed that I will either enter him into Paradise, or that I will return him to his home from which he went out with whatever he gained of reward or booty." By He in Whose Hand is the life of Muhammad, there is no wound that is suffered in the Cause of Allaah except that it will come on the Day of Resurrection looking as it did on the day it was made, its colour the colour of blood, and its scent the scent of musk. By He in Whose Hand is the life of Muhammad, if it were not that I would cause difficulty for the Muslims, I would not sit behind from a single army unit that ever went out to fight in the Way of Allaah, but I do not find enough mounts to carry them, nor do they find them, and it would be difficult for them to be away from me. By He in Whose Hand is the life of Muhammad, I would love to fight in the Way of Allaah and be killed, then fight and be killed [again and again]." [Narrated by Muslim.]

And from him (radiyallaahu `anhu), that he said: "It was said: "O Messenger of Allaah! What is there that is equal to Jihaad in the Way of Allaah?" He said: "You are not capable of that." So it was asked again, two or three times, and every time he said: "You are not capable of that." Then he said: "The example of the Mujaahid in the Way of Allaah is like the example of the fasting person who stands up in prayer, reciting the Aayaat of Allaah, not ceasing from his prayer and his fasting until the Mujaahid in the Way of Allaah returns home." [Agreed upon, and this is the wording of Muslim.]

And in the narration of al-Bukhaaree: "Verily, a man said: "O Messenger of Allaah, direct me to a deed that is equal to Jihaad." He said: "I cannot find one." Then he said: "Can you, from the time that the Mujaahid goes out, enter your Masjid and pray without ceasing, and fast without breaking your fast?" He said: "Who could do that?"

We ask Allaah to enable us and you to attain the ranks of the Shuhadaa', and to comfort our eyes and all of the Muslims with victory for His religion and humiliation for His enemies. And may Allaah bless our Prophet Muhammad, and his family and his companions, and grant them peace.
