Conditions for Non-muslims who live under Islamic Law (Shariah)

‘Abdur-Rahmān ibn Ghanam al-Ash’arī reported that he was the one to write and deliver the contract between (the disbelievers of) the people of Shām (the area of modern day, Syria, Palestine, Jordan, and Lebanon, also referred to as the Levant) and Muslims and in return for this contract they asked ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (radiyallāhu ‘anhu) for the safety of their tribes. 
They stated: In the name of Allāh, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

This is a letter for the slave of Allāh, ‘Umar, the leader of the believers, from the Christians of such and such city. When you came to us we sought from you security for our persons, our families, our wealth and the people of our religion and we take as conditions upon ourselves:

1. We will not build any more churches and other places of worship. Neither shall we repair those that have gotten weak in their structure, and those churches that have already fallen will not be rebuilt.

2. Our doors will always be wide open both day and night for all Muslim travellers who would like to stay with us and we will host them for three days and nights.

3. We will not give protection to any spies in our homes and we will not deceive Muslims by any means.

4. We will not teach our children the Glorious Qur’ān and we will not manifest Shirk to them and we will not preach our religion to anyone and if anyone wants to accept Islam, he will not be stopped from that.
5. We will treat Muslims with dignity and respect and if they would like to take their seat, we will leave their seat and will make it available for the Muslims.

6. We will not imitate Muslims in their appearance, whether it is in clothing, shoes, nor in their hairstyles.

7. We will not speak the language of Muslims.

8. We will not ride the horses with the saddle nor will we keep or hang swords.

9. We will not engrave Arabic calligraphy on our rings.

10. We will abstain from alcohol.

11. We will clip our hair from the front.

12. We will not manifest the cross on our churches.

13. We will not put their religious books in the pathways of the Muslim and in the market places.

14. We will use clappers in our churches but very softly. We will not read our religious books in loud voices nor will we display our religious symbols in public.

15. We will not wail over our dead ones and we will not hold torches while being in the Muslim’s pathways.

16. We will have no right upon captured slaves of the Muslims and we will prove to be the well wishers of the Muslims.
17. We will not sneak into Muslim homes.
When this contract was brought to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb, he added one more condition, which was that they will not kill any Muslim and that breaking anyone of these conditions will result in nullification of this contract.

It should be known that the conditions of the jizyah that were applied by ‘Umar were not the product of his judgment and thus not applicable in today’s time. 
What is correct is that the conditions applied by ‘Umar still stand as conditions today that must be applied in the event that the Muslims take control of an area and establish the law of Allāh. 
The proof for this is that it was the Sunnah of one of the rightly guided Khulafā’ that must be followed as the Prophet (sallāhu ‘alayhi wassallam) said: “You must stick to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of my rightly guided Khulafā’.” (at-Tirmidhī)
