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	Strikes push imports down 21.4% in September

	Imports of goods, excluding diamonds, totaled $2.45 billion in September.


	Zeev Klein   5 Oct 04   14:42 
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Ofer Levi 
The biggest splash since '99 

03.10.04 

Ness Technologies' IPO was a success, despite the price. 
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 Tel Aviv Stock Exchange

[image: image85.png]



[image: image86.png]Activity |




[image: image87.png]



[image: image88.png]



Price(NIS)

[image: image89.png]



 POALIM 

5093 

-0.14% 
[image: image90.png]



 KSM E 5

15600 

-0.06% 
[image: image91.png]



 POALIM

1272 

+0.24% 
[image: image92.png]



 TEVA

11900 

-1.08% 
[image: image93.png]



 LEUMI

915.9 

-0.03% 
[image: image94.png]



 Tel Aviv market report >>
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[image: image99.png]



 Currency exchange rates in NIS  as of 5.10
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 Israeli shares on Wall St.
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 Europe & Asia
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How to use the Web in building your business
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News and investment opportunities. 
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Law for entrepreneurs
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Netanyahu gives in: 3.5% deficit in 2005 
Minister of Finance Benjamin Netanyahu: The government tried to meet the 3% target, but it has no control over Knesset decisions.

Stella Korin-Lieber and Ran Dagoni, Washington 
5 Oct 04   12:07 
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Japanese mull investing in Israel 
The Israel-Japan Chamber of Commerce will hold a seminar on Japanese investment in Israel later this month.

Hadas Manor 
5 Oct 04   14:47 
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Merrill Lynch "excited" about Lipman's Dione acquisition
Analysts Gregory Smith and David Parker say they expect Lipman to move higher in the short-term.

Globes correspondent   5 Oct 04   13:19 
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Arison family buys NIS 43.75m in Hapoalim shares
Roy Meltzer   5 Oct 04   11:53 
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Emblaze Mobile, Innostream in joint development venture
Globes correspondent   5 Oct 04   10:18 
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interWAVE sues Alvarion for $75m for canceling acquisition
Globes correspondent   5 Oct 04   13:37 
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Teva receives FDA approval for Ribavirin
Globes correspondent   5 Oct 04   10:30 
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Netanyahu: Poverty will grow if we stay in "Strikestan"
Minister of Finance Benjamin Netanyahu: As I understand it, Sharon supports the main conclusions of the Bachar report.

Stella Korin-Lieber and Ran Dagoni, Washington   5 Oct 04   12:10 
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Business delegation to visit South Africa
Hadas Manor   5 Oct 04   12:11 
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Mergers & Acquisitions
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  Lipman spends at last
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Lipman buys UK company Dione for $69m cash
  





    

Dione produces smart card-based payment systems. Lipman will make further payments for the acquisition if Dione meets performance targets.
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Financial services
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Fishman-Azrieli ICC-Cal negotiations break down
David Azrieli demanded the Eliezer Fishman group lower its NIS 1.05 billion asking price.

Dafna Zucker   5 Oct 04   11:11 
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Bachar c'tee recommends making Hapoalim sell Bank Otsar Hahayal
Dafna Zucker   4 Oct 04   14:29 
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Zalika: I'm still waiting for a buyer for Bank Leumi
Stella Korin-Lieber, Washington   4 Oct 04   15:31 
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Tel Aviv municipality negotiating sale of Gahelet
Dafna Zucker   4 Oct 04   18:41 
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Netanyahu: Bank provident funds attracting local and o'seas interest
Stella Korin-Lieber and Ran Dagoni, Washington   4 Oct 04   14:20 
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0.3% average return for mutual funds in September
Dafna Zucker   4 Oct 04   17:14 
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Railways survey: 45% of travellers want rail link to Ben Gurion
The Ben Gurion Airport intercity rail link, to be dedicated next Sunday, runs to Tel Aviv where it links to the Tel Aviv-Haifa-Nahariya line

Gal Nissim   5 Oct 04   09:37 
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Defense and Aerospace

[image: image194.png]



[image: image195.png]



Defense spending up 2.5% in third quarter
Defense spending now accounts for 29.4% of all government spending.

Zeev Klein   4 Oct 04   14:08 
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Israeli companies to participate in Canadian space industry conference
Hadas Manor   4 Oct 04   16:37 

[image: image197.png]



ITL to set up subsidiary for explosives detection laser technology
Felix Frisch   4 Oct 04   11:14 
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Car imports
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Telcar sues GM for NIS 43m over Daewoo franchise
Telcar's distribution contract for Israel was cancelled after a General Motors - Daewoo deal.

Yitzhak Danon   4 Oct 04   17:06 
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Car deliveries up 19% in January-September
Dubi Ben-Gedalyahu   4 Oct 04   17:00 
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Environment
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Suf Fish seeking to prevent anti-fish farm ads
Suf Fish claims that an expert report recommends that fish farms be removed from the Gulf of Eilat over 6-8 years.

Dalia Tal   4 Oct 04   17:37 
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Start-ups and VC
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Storage software co Diligent raises $22m
Accel Partners and Matrix Partners jointly led the round, with the participation of Gemini Israel Funds.

Globes' correspondent    4 Oct 04   11:53 
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Sponsored links 

Israel - Cheaper Hotels

Before booking a hotel, compare hotel room rates at Nextag. 

www.nextag.com
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Items from Isreal on eBay

Find coins, stamps and other collectibles from Isreal. Find millions of products at low prices - all on eBay, the World's Online Marketplace. 

www.ebay.com
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Do You Want Peace for Israel?

Brit Tzedek v'Shalom is America's leading grassroots Jewish peace group. Join over 18,000 of us in seeking peace and security for Israel through a negotiated settlement to the conflict. 

openletter.btvshalom.org



	Israel 
The State of Israel is a country in the Middle East on the eastern edge of the Mediterranean Sea. It is a parliamentary democracy with a predominantly Jewish population and a large non-Jewish minority, mostly comprised of Muslim and Christian Arabs. Israel borders (clockwise from north to south) the states of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Egypt. Israel currently occupies disputed territories on the Jordan River's West Bank, the Golan Heights, and the Gaza Strip on the Mediterranean coast; of these, it has annexed the Golan Heights and areas surrounding Jerusalem. Israel shares the coastlines of the Mediterranean, the Gulf of Eilat / Aqaba, and the Dead Sea.
..... Click the link for more information. 's governmental system is based on several basic laws enacted by its unicameral Unicameralism is the practice of having only one legislative or parliamentary chamber. 

Many countries with unicameral legislatures are unitary states, which consider an upper house or second chamber to be unnecessary. 
In many instances these states had a second chamber and subsequently abolished it. This is either because an elected upper house had duplicated the lower house and obstructed the passing of legislation, like the Landsting in Denmark (abolished in 1953), or because an appointed chamber had proven ineffectual, like the Legislative Council in New Zealand (abolished in 1951).
..... Click the link for more information.  parliament, the Knesset 

The Knesset (כנסת, Hebrew for "assembly") is the Parliament of Israel. As the legislative branch of the Israeli government, the Knesset enacts laws, supervises the work of the government, and has the power to vote to remove the President of the State and the State Comptroller from office, dissolve itself by calling an early election, or replace the government and its Prime Minister by a vote of no-confidence. The Knesset first convened on February 14, 1949.
..... Click the link for more information. . The president (chief of state) is elected by the Knesset for a 5-year term. Since August 2000, this post has been filled by Moshe Katsav Moshe Katsav (משה קצב mosheh qaṣṣāḇ, born December 5, 1945) is the current President of Israel (since 2000). 

Moshe Katsav was born in Yazd, Iran. He moved with his family to Tehran when he was an infant; in August 1951, they emigrated to Israel. He joined the Likud party and became the mayor of Kiryat Malachi, a small town in Israel. He was subsequently elected as a Member of the Knesset.
..... Click the link for more information. . The prime minister (head of government) exercises executive power and is selected by the president as the party leader most able to form a government. After the president's selection, the chosen prime minister has forty-five days to form a government. In the May 1996 elections, Israelis for the first time voted for the prime minister directly, but direct election has since been repealed. The members of the cabinet must be collectively approved by the Knesset. Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 

Ariel Sharon (Hebrew: אריאל שרון), born February 27, 1928, is a long-serving Israeli political and military leader, and has been the current Prime Minister of Israel since March 2001, the eleventh holder of that office. As such, he is also leader of Likud, the largest party in the governing coalition of political parties in the Israeli Knesset (parliament). He was born Ariel Scheinermann, and is also often known by his nickname Arik.
..... Click the link for more information.  (from the Likud Likud or ליכוד literally means consolidation. The Likud is a moderate right-wing Israeli political party. 

History
The Likud's roots are Zeev Jabotinsky's national-liberal Beitar movement, who was the main opposition to the Socialist Mapai party. 

The Likud was formed by the joining together of Free Center, La'am and Gahal (Gush Herut Liberalim) in preparation for the 1973 elections. It was later merged with the liberal right-wing Herut to become Israel's right-wing party. It quickly became and remains to this day the conservative party in Israel.
..... Click the link for more information.  party) was first elected 17 February 2001, and re-elected 28 Jan 2003, forming a coalition government with Shinui 
This text is part of 
the Liberalism series (III)

Liberalism in countries
Liberal parties
Timeline of liberal parties
Category: Liberal parties

LI / ELDR (ALDE) / CALD
Liberal thinkers
Liberal bibliography Shinui (שינוי) is a Zionist, secular, liberal party in Israel. Shinui is member of the Liberal International. In the election of 2003 it gained 15 out of 120 Knesset seats, making it the third-largest party, after Likud and Labour. The party's leader is Joseph 'Tommy' Lapid. In Hebrew, the word Shinui literally means change. 


..... Click the link for more information. , National Union 
This article is about the Israeli political party. For the party of Portuguese dictator António de Oliveira Salazar, see National Union (Portugal)
National Union (Hebrew: Ha'ihud Ha'Leumi) is an Israeli political party formed from the merger of three right-wing parties: Moledet ("homeland"), Israel Beytenu ("Israel is our home"), and Tekuma ("foundation"). The three parties still operate somewhat independently, but run as one party list in Israeli elections.
..... Click the link for more information. , and the Mafdal The Mafdal (In Hebrew writing מפד"ל ) is an Israeli political party representing the religious Zionist movement. Mafdal is an accronymous for מפלגה דתית לאומית , National Religious Party or NRP for short. 

Religious Zionism : Background 
The Religious Zionist
..... Click the link for more information.  (National Religious Party The Mafdal (In Hebrew writing מפד"ל ) is an Israeli political party representing the religious Zionist movement. Mafdal is an accronymous for מפלגה דתית לאומית , National Religious Party or NRP for short. 

Religious Zionism : Background 
The Religious Zionist
..... Click the link for more information. ). (In addition, Yisrael Ba-Aliya dissolved itself into Likud Likud or ליכוד literally means consolidation. The Likud is a moderate right-wing Israeli political party. 

History
The Likud's roots are Zeev Jabotinsky's national-liberal Beitar movement, who was the main opposition to the Socialist Mapai party. 

The Likud was formed by the joining together of Free Center, La'am and Gahal (Gush Herut Liberalim) in preparation for the 1973 elections. It was later merged with the liberal right-wing Herut to become Israel's right-wing party. It quickly became and remains to this day the conservative party in Israel.
..... Click the link for more information. .) 

The Knesset's 120 members are elected by secret ballot 

The secret ballot is a process in elections where the choice of the voters is kept confidential. The basic purpose of this process is to allow the voter to record their choice without intimidation. 
The system is one means of achieving the goal of political privacy. Secret ballots are suitable for many different voting systems. 

The system provides for pre-printed ballot papers listing the name of each candidate together with a box next to each name for the voter to record his/her voting preference. Provision is made at the voting place for the voter to record his/her preference in secret. These ballot papers are then placed in sealed boxes, later emptied for counting.
..... Click the link for more information.  to 4-year terms, although the prime minister may decide to call for new elections before the end of the 4-year term. Voting is carried out using the highest averages method The highest averages method is one way of allocating seats proportionally for representative assemblies with party list voting systems. 

The highest averages method requires the number of votes for each party to be divided successively by a series of divisors, and seats are allocated to parties that secure the highest resulting quotient, up to the total number of seats available.
..... Click the link for more information.  of party-list proportional representation Party-list proportional representation systems are a family of voting systems used in multiple-winner elections (e.g. elections to parliament), emphasizing proportional representation. In these systems, parties make lists of candidates to be elected, and seats get allocated to each party in proportion to the number of votes the party receives. Voters may vote directly for the party, like in Israel, or they may vote for candidates and that vote will pool to the party, like in Turkey and Finland. The order in which the party's list candidates get elected may be pre-determined by some method internal to the party (a closed list system) or they may be determined by the voters at large (an open list system).
..... Click the link for more information. , using the d'Hondt formula The d'Hondt method is a method for allocating seats in party-list proportional representation. Austria, Finland, Israel, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal and Spain are among the places that use this allocation system, as do elections to the European Parliament in some countries. This system favors large parties slightly more than the other popular divisor method, Sainte-Laguë, does. The method is named after Belgian mathematician Victor d'Hondt.
..... Click the link for more information. . General elections are closed list Closed list describes the variant of party-list proportional representation where voters can (effectively) only vote for political parties as a whole and thus have no influence on the (party-supplied) order in which party candidates are elected. If voters have at least some influence then we speak of open list. 

In Closed List systems the party has pre-decided on who will receive the votes for the political parties in the elections, that is, the candidates positioned highest on this list tend to always get a seat in the parliament while the candidates positioned very low on the closed list will not.
..... Click the link for more information. ; that is, voters vote only for party lists and cannot affect the order of candidates within the lists. There are no separate districts; all voters vote on the same party lists. Suffrage Suffrage is the right to vote, or the exercise of that right. 

Universal suffrage is the extension of voting privileges to all adults, without distinction to race, sex, belief or social status. It is usually considered the hallmark of modern democracies. 
Equal suffrage is a term sometimes confused with Universal suffrage, although its meaning is the removal of graded votes, where a voter could possess a number of votes in accordance with income, wealth or social status.
..... Click the link for more information.  is universal among those Israeli citizens that are aged 18 years,or older. Polling locations are open in Israel and in settlements 

Israeli settlements are Jewish communities in areas under Israeli control as a result of the 1967 Six Day War. The term does not distinguish between communities established before 1948, subsequently destroyed by the Arabs, and communities newly established after 1967. 
Background

After the 1967 Six Day War, Israel built new settlements (occasionally on the sites of Jewish communities
..... Click the link for more information.  in the occupied territories An occupied territory is a region that has been taken over by a sovereign power after a military intervention. In most cases the period of occupation is temporary pending the signing of a peace treaty or the formation of a new government, Examples of occupied territory include Germany and Japan after World War II, or Iraq after the fall of the government of Saddam Hussein. 

Because military
..... Click the link for more information. ; absentee ballots are limited to diplomatic staff and the merchant marines. 
The independent judicial 

The judiciary, also referred to as the judicature, consists of justices, judges and magistrates among other types of adjudicators. Under the doctrine of the separation of powers, it is one of the three branches of government. The primary function of the judiciary is to adjudicate legal disputes. The judiciary is also responsible for interpreting the law, but while in some legal systems
..... Click the link for more information.  system includes secular and religious courts. The secular courts have a mixture of English common law The law of England and Wales (but not Scotland and the other sections of the UK) is considered by some to be one of Britain's great gifts to the world. Also known generally as the common law (as opposed to civil law), it was exported to Commonwealth countries while the British Empire was established and maintained, and persisted after the British withdrew or were expelled, to form the basis of the jurisprudence of many of those countries. Actually part of the English legal system has always been considered to be based upon the civil law, namely the ecclesiastical courts and the courts of admiralty.
..... Click the link for more information.  and British Mandate regulations, while the religious courts are for personal matters. The courts' right of judicial review of the Knesset's legislation is limited. Judicial interpretation is restricted to problems of execution of laws and validity of subsidiary legislation. The highest court in Israel is the Supreme Court, whose judges are approved by the president and serve for life. In December 1985, Israel informed the UN Secretariat The United Nations Secretariat is one of the principal organs of the United Nations and it is headed by the United Nations Secretary General, assisted by a staff of international civil servants worldwide. It provides studies, information, and facilities needed by United Nations bodies for their meetings. It also carries out tasks as directed by the UN Security Council, the UN General Assembly, the UN Economic and Social Council, and other U.N. bodies. The United Nations Charter provides that the staff be chosen by application of the "highest standards of efficiency, competence, and integrity," with due regard for the importance of recruiting on a wide geographical basis.
..... Click the link for more information.  that it would no longer accept compulsory International Court of Justice The International Court of Justice (known colloquially as the World Court) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Established in 1945, its main functions are to settle disputes submitted to it by states and to give advisory opinions on legal questions submitted to it by the General Assembly or Security Council, or by such specialized agencies as may be authorized to do so by the General Assembly in accordance with the United Nations Charter.
..... Click the link for more information.  jurisdiction. 
Israel has no formal constitution. Some of the functions of a constitution are filled by the Declaration of Independence (1948), the Basic Laws of the parliament (Knesset), and the Israeli citizenship law. 

Israel is divided into six districts (mehozot, singular - mehoz): Central, Haifa Haifa (Hebrew alphabet חיפה, Standard Hebrew Ḥefa, Tiberian Hebrew Ḥêp̄āh; Arabic حيفا Ḥayfā) is the third largest city in Israel, with a population close to 300,000. Areas and towns around it are deemed to be in the Haifa District, of which it is also a part. It is a seaport, located below and on Mount Carmel, and lies on the Mediterranean coast.
..... Click the link for more information. , Jerusalem, Northern, Southern, Tel Aviv. Administration of the districts is coordinated by the Ministry of Interior. The Ministry of Defense is responsible for the administration of the disputed territories A territorial dispute is a disagreement over the possession/control of land between two or more states, or over the possession/control of land by one state after it has conquered it from a former state no longer currently recognized by the occupying power. 

These disputes are often related to the possession of natural resources such as rivers, fertile farmland, mineral or oil resources, although the disputes can also be driven by culture, religion and ethnic nationalism. In many cases territorial disputes result from vague and unclear language in a treaty that set up the original boundary.
..... Click the link for more information. . 
Political conditions 

From the founding of Israel in 1948 1948 is a leap year starting on Thursday (link will take you to calendar). 

Years:
1945 1946 1947 - 1948 - 1949 1950 1951
Decades:
1910s 1920s 1930s - 1940s - 1950s 1960s 1970s
Centuries:
19th century - 20th century - 21st century 


1948 in art
1948 in aviation
1948 in film
1948 in literature
1948 in music
1948 in radio
1948 in science
1948 in sports
1948 in television
1948 state leaders
1948 in Canada
..... Click the link for more information.  until the election of May 1977 
Years:
1974 1975 1976 - 1977 - 1978 1979 1980
Decades:
1940s 1950s 1960s - 1970s - 1980s 1990s 2000s
Centuries:
19th century - 20th century - 21st century 



1977 in aviation
1977 in film
1977 in literature
1977 in music
1977 in sports
1977 in television 

Events 

..... Click the link for more information. , Israel was ruled by successive coalition governments A coalition government, or coalition cabinet, is a cabinet in parliamentary government in which several parties cooperate. The usual reason is that no party on its own has a majority in the parliament. In times of crisis such as a war or a major economic or political crisis parties may form an all-party National Unity Government. 

Cabinets based on a coalition with majority in the parliament ideally are more stable and longlived than minority cabinets. While the former are prone to internal struggles, they have less reason to fear votes of non confidence.
..... Click the link for more information.  led by the Labour alignment or its constituent parties. From 1967-70, the coalition government included all of Israel's parties except the communist party. After the 1977 election, the Likud Likud or ליכוד literally means consolidation. The Likud is a moderate right-wing Israeli political party. 

History
The Likud's roots are Zeev Jabotinsky's national-liberal Beitar movement, who was the main opposition to the Socialist Mapai party. 

The Likud was formed by the joining together of Free Center, La'am and Gahal (Gush Herut Liberalim) in preparation for the 1973 elections. It was later merged with the liberal right-wing Herut to become Israel's right-wing party. It quickly became and remains to this day the conservative party in Israel.
..... Click the link for more information.  bloc, then composed of Herut, the Liberals, and the smaller La'am Party, came to power forming a coalition with the National Religious Party The Mafdal (In Hebrew writing מפד"ל ) is an Israeli political party representing the religious Zionist movement. Mafdal is an accronymous for מפלגה דתית לאומית , National Religious Party or NRP for short. 

Religious Zionism : Background 
The Religious Zionist
..... Click the link for more information. , Agudat Israel, and others. 

As head of Likud, Menachem Begin became Prime Minister. He remained Prime Minister through the succeeding election in June 1981, until his resignation in the summer of 1983, when he was succeeded by his Foreign Minister, Yitzhak Shamir. After losing a Knesset vote of confidence early in 1984, Shamir was forced to call for new elections, held in July of that year. 

The vote was split among numerous parties and provided no clear winner leaving both Labour and Likud considerably short of a Knesset majority. Neither Labour nor Likud was able to gain enough support from the small parties to form even a narrow coalition. After several weeks of difficult negotiations, they agreed on a broadly based government of national unity. The agreement provided for the rotation of the office of prime minister and the combined office of vice prime minister and foreign minister midway through the government's 50-month term. 

During the first 25 months of unity government rule, Labour's Shimon Peres served as prime minister, while Likud's Yitzhak Shamir held the posts of vice prime minister and foreign minister. Peres and Shamir switched positions in October 1986. The November 1988 elections resulted in a similar coalition government. Likud edged Labour out by one seat but was unable to form a coalition with the religious and right-wing parties. Likud and Labour formed another national unity government in January 1989 without providing for rotation. Yitzhak Shamir became Prime Minister, and Shimon Peres became Vice Prime Minister and Finance Minister. 

The national unity government fell in March 1990, in a vote of no-confidence precipitated by disagreement over the government's response to U.S. Secretary of State Baker's initiative in the peace process. 

Labour Party leader Peres was unable to attract sufficient support among the religious parties to form a government. Yitzhak Shamir then formed a Likud-led coalition government including members from religious and right-wing parties. 

Shamir's government took office in June 1990, and held power for 2 years. In the June 1992 national elections, the Labour Party reversed its electoral fortunes, taking 44 seats. Labour Party leader Yitzhak Rabin formed a coalition with Meretz (a group of three centre-left parties) and Shas (an ultra-Orthodox religious party). The coalition included the support of Arab and communist parties. Rabin became Prime Minister in July 1992. Shas subsequently left the coalition, leaving Rabin with a minority government dependent on the votes of Arab and communist parties in the Knesset. 

Rabin was assassinated by a right-wing Jewish radical on November 4, 1995. Peres, then Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, once again became Prime Minister and immediately proceeded to carry forward the peace policies, as well as the economic liberalization policies, of the Rabin government and to implement Israel's Oslo commitments (including military redeployment in the West Bank and the holding of historic Palestinian elections on January 20, 1996). 

Enjoying broad public support and anxious to secure his own mandate, Peres called for early elections after just 3 months in office. (They would have otherwise been held by the end of October 1996.) In late February and early March, a series of suicide bombing attacks by Palestinian terrorists took some 60 Israeli lives, seriously eroding public support for Peres and raising concerns about the peace process. Increased fighting in southern Lebanon, which also brought Katyusha rocket attacks against northern Israel, also raised tensions and weakened the government politically just a month before the May 29 elections. This was further exacerbated by the fact that despite the sharp increase in economic growth rates (brought about by immigration and the peace process), Labour's economic liberalization policies only further increased social and economic gaps. 

In those elections - the first direct election of a prime minister in Israeli history - Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu won by a narrow margin, having sharply criticized the government's peace policies for failing to protect Israeli security. Netanyahu subsequently formed a predominantly right-wing coalition government publicly committed to pursuing the peace process, but with an emphasis on security first and reciprocity. His coalition included the Likud party, allied with the Tsomet and Gesher parties in a single list; three religious parties (Shas, the National Religious Party (Mafdal), and the United Torah Judaism bloc); and two centrist parties, The Third Way and Yisrael b'Aliyah. The latter is the first significant party formed expressly to represent the interests of Israel's new immigrants. The Gesher party withdrew from the coalition in January 1998 upon the resignation of its leader, David Levy, from the position of Foreign Minister. 

The February 17, 2001 elections resulted in a "national unity" coalition government, led by Ariel Sharon of Likud, and including the Labour Party. This government fell when Labour pulled out, and elections held 28 January 2003, resulted in the following party structures: 

Party (translation in quotes, party leader in parentheses) - percent of vote by party - 

· Likud Party "Union" (Sharon) - 29.4% (38 seats) 

· Labour Party labor (Amram Mitsna) - 14.5% (19 seats) 

· Shinui "Change" (Yosef Lapid) - 12.3% (15 seats) 

· Shas (Eliyahu Yishai) - 8.2% (11 seats) 

· National Union (Avigdor Lieberman) - 5.5% (7 seats) 

· Meretz (Yossi Sarid) - 5.2% (6 seats) 

· United Torah Judaism (Yaakov Litsman)- 4.3% (5 seats) 

· Mafdal (Ephraim Eitam) - 4.2% (6 seats) 

· Hadash "Democratic front for peace and equality" (Muhammad Baraka) - 3.0% (3 seats) 

· Am Ehad "One Nation" (Amir Peretz) - 2.8% (3 seats) 

· Balad "National Democratic league" (Azmi Bishara) - 2.3% (3 seats) 

· Yisra'el Ba'Aliya (Natan Scharansky) - 2.2% (2 seats) 

· United Arab List (Abd al-Malik Dahamshah) - 2.1% (2 seats) 

Notes: 

Yisra'el Ba'Aliya dissolved into Likud shortly after the elections.

14 parties didn't pass the qualifying threshold of 1.5%. These parties got 4.0% of votes in total. For a complete list of political parties, see list of political parties in Israel. Information on past elections can be found at the archive. 

Political pressure groups and leaders: 

· Gush Emunim, Israeli nationalists advocating Jewish settlement on the West Bank and Gaza Strip and opposing evacuation of any of these settlements. 

· Israeli peace camp is a coalitions of parties and non-paralaimental groups which desire to promote peace between Israel and its Arab neighbours and resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. One of its major groups are Peace Now (see below). 

· Peace Now supports territorial concessions in the West Bank and was critical of government's Lebanon policy. 

· The Kibbutzim Lobby, which seek to receive financial aid from the government. 

· The Agricultures Lobby, which seek to receive financial aid and tax reliefes on water. 

· The Lobby For Promoting the Women Statue, a feminist group which co-operates with the Knesset. 

· Neturei Karta, Radical Ultra-orthodox group that rejects Zionism and refrains from taking part in elections. They have very tiny effect on the Israeli politics. 

Political issues 

Major issues in Israeli political life include: 

· The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and Arab-Israeli conflict 

· The relationships between Jewish religious movements 

· The nature of the state of Israel; (e.g. in what ways should it represent Judaism and in what ways should it represent secular democracy?) 

· The economy, and trade issues with other nations. 

Country name: 


conventional long form: State of Israel 
conventional short form: Israel 
local long form: Medinat Yisra'el (Hebrew: מדינת ישראל) 
local short form: Yisra'el (Hebrew: ישראל) 

Data code: IS 

Capital: Jerusalem 
note: Israel proclaimed Jerusalem as its capital in 1950, but most countries maintain their embassies in Tel Aviv. 

National holiday: 

Independence Day, 14 May 1948; note - Israel declared independence on 14 May 1948, but the Jewish calendar is lunar and the holiday may occur in April or May. Its Hebrew date is 5 Iyar. 

International organization participation: 

BSEC (observer), CCC, CE (observer), CERN (observer), EBRD, ECE, FAO, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICFTU, IDA, IFAD, IFC, ILO, IMF, International Maritime Organization, Inmarsat, Intelsat, Interpol, IOC, IOM, ISO, ITU, OAS (observer), OPCW, OSCE (partner), PCA, UN, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UPU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WToO, WTrO. 

Flag description: 

white with a blue hexagram (six-pointed linear star) known as the Magen David (Star of David) centered between two equal horizontal blue bands near the top and bottom edges of the flag. 

Links 

List of political parties in Israel 

preview not available. Click the link for more information. 


http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Israel%2FGovernment
Parties with representation in the 16th Knesset 

The Knesset (כנסת, Hebrew for "assembly") is the Parliament of Israel. As the legislative branch of the Israeli government, the Knesset enacts laws, supervises the work of the government, and has the power to vote to remove the President of the State and the State Comptroller from office, dissolve itself by calling an early election, or replace the government and its Prime Minister by a vote of no-confidence. The Knesset first convened on February 14, 1949.
..... Click the link for more information.  
· Am Ehad (One Nation) 

· Balad (Nationalist Arabs party) 

· Hadash Hadash (חד"ש) is a far-left (communist) political party in Israel. Hadash is an acronym for Hachazit Hademokratit leshalom uleshivyon — "החזית הדמוקרטית לשלום ולשוויון", "The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality". In the elections of 2003 Hadash received 3 Knesset seats in a joint list with Ta'al, out of 120. Most of its support comes from the Arab sector, and it is generally considered an Arab party, but a significant minority of its supporters are Jewish, such as former Knesset Member Tamar Gozansky.
..... Click the link for more information.  (coalition including Maki, the Communist Party of Israel) 

· Labour Party The Israeli Labor Party ('Haavoda') is an Israeli political party. It holds moderate left agenda and is a Zionist party. It is a member of the Socialist International and an observer member of the Party of European Socialists. 
Also Known As 
Those are the name which the Israeli Labor party has used 

· Zion workers פועלי ציון ("Zion's Workers", "Poalei Zion"). 


..... Click the link for more information.   

· Likud Likud or ליכוד literally means consolidation. The Likud is a moderate right-wing Israeli political party. 
History
The Likud's roots are Zeev Jabotinsky's national-liberal Beitar movement, who was the main opposition to the Socialist Mapai party. 

The Likud was formed by the joining together of Free Center, La'am and Gahal (Gush Herut Liberalim) in preparation for the 1973 elections. It was later merged with the liberal right-wing Herut to become Israel's right-wing party. It quickly became and remains to this day the conservative party in Israel.
..... Click the link for more information.   

· Mafdal The Mafdal (In Hebrew writing מפד"ל ) is an Israeli political party representing the religious Zionist movement. Mafdal is an accronymous for מפלגה דתית לאומית , National Religious Party or NRP for short. 

Religious Zionism : Background 
The Religious Zionist
..... Click the link for more information.  (Miflaga Datit Le'umit - National Religious Party) 

· National Union 
This article is about the Israeli political party. For the party of Portuguese dictator António de Oliveira Salazar, see National Union (Portugal)
National Union (Hebrew: Ha'ihud Ha'Leumi) is an Israeli political party formed from the merger of three right-wing parties: Moledet ("homeland"), Israel Beytenu ("Israel is our home"), and Tekuma ("foundation"). The three parties still operate somewhat independently, but run as one party list in Israeli elections.
..... Click the link for more information.  (coalition including Yisrael Betenu, Moledet Moledet (Hebrew for homeland) is a right-wing political party in Israel. 

Moledet was founded in 1988 by Rehavam Zeevi, who headed it until his murder by members of the PFLP in 2001. The main policy advocated by Moledet was that of resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict by transferring the Arab population of the "land of Israel" to Arab countries. 
In 1999, Moledet united with Herut and Tkuma into a Ihud Leumi (National Union) coalition. Later Herut left the Union. In 2003, Yisrael Betenu (led by Avigdor Lieberman) jonied the National Union, and became the largest party in it.
..... Click the link for more information. , and Tkumah) 

· Shas 
"Shas" may also refer to the Shisha Sedarim (six orders) of the Mishnah and Talmud.
Shas is a Haredi Sephardic political party in Israel. In the election of 2003, it gained 11 Knesset seats out of 120. Shas is known for its opposition to removal of religious functions and restrictions of the state, and support for generous social payments. Its views on policy toward the Palestinians has been relatively flexible, thus often allowing it to control the balance of power between Israel's two large parties, Labor and Likud.
..... Click the link for more information.  (Sepharadim Shomeri Torah - Sepharadim Religious Party) 

· Shinui 
This text is part of 
the Liberalism series (III)

Liberalism in countries
Liberal parties
Timeline of liberal parties
Category: Liberal parties

LI / ELDR (ALDE) / CALD
Liberal thinkers
Liberal bibliography Shinui (שינוי) is a Zionist, secular, liberal party in Israel. Shinui is member of the Liberal International. In the election of 2003 it gained 15 out of 120 Knesset seats, making it the third-largest party, after Likud and Labour. The party's leader is Joseph 'Tommy' Lapid. In Hebrew, the word Shinui literally means change. 


..... Click the link for more information. 
· United Arab List (Raam) 

· United Torah Judaism United Torah Judaism (יהדות התורה) (UTJ) is a small Haredi political party in the Israeli Knesset. 
It is actually an amalgum of two factions: The Degel HaTorah ("Flag of Torah") party that is guided by the rabbinic heads of Haredi Ashkenazi Jews who are Mitnagdim (those historically opposed to the Hasidim), together with the Agudat Yisrael (Agudath Israel "United Israel") party that is guided by the followers of Hasidism in Israel, and also consisting of Ashkenazi Jews.
..... Click the link for more information.  (coalition including Agudat Yisrael Agudat Israel may stand for: 

· Agudath Israel of America 
· Agudat Israel of Israel. See: United Torah Judaism (Israeli political party of Haredi Jews) 


..... Click the link for more information.  and Degel haTorah) 

· Yachad This is an article about the Israeli political party. For the Jewish homosexuals association in Germany see: YACHAD Germany. 



Yachad is an Israeli dovish social democratic left wing party. The name "Yachad" יח"ד which literally means Together, is also an abbreviation of "Social Democratic Israel" in Hebrew. 
History 


..... Click the link for more information.  ("Social Democratic Israel" - dovish party) 

Other parties 

The following list is of parties which ran for the 16th Knesset elections, but did not manage to pass the minimum vote share of 1.5% (recently raised to 2%) required to be represented. Some of them were parties created specifically for these elections, and effectively dissolved immediately afterwards. 

· Ale Yarok Ale Yarok (Green Leaf) is a political party in Israel. Its main goal is the legalization of marijuana and ecological issues. In the elections of January 28, 2003 it had 37,855 = 1.2% voices (qualifying threshold 47,226 = 1.5%), so it is not represented in the Israeli parliament. 
See also
· Politics of Israel 

· Green Parties 

· Marijuana Parties 

· Ha-Yarukim 


..... Click the link for more information.  (Green Leaf) 

· Ha-Yerukim Ha-Yerukim ("הירוקים") is the green party of Israel. 
External link
· http://www.green-party.org.il/ 


..... Click the link for more information.  (Green Party) 

· Herut (Freedom) 

· Ahavat Israel 

· Citizen and State 

· Da'am (Arabic party) 

· Organization for Democratic Action 

· Advanced National Union 

· Centrist Party 

· Za'am - Social Justice 

· Another Israel 

· L.H.V.A. 

· Leader 

· Man's Rights 

· Moreshet Avot (Heritage of the Fathers) 

· Tzomet Tzomet or Tsomet (צומת in Hebrew), meaning crossroads, is a secular right-winged Israelian political party. 
History
Foundation

The party was founded by Rafael Eitan in 1987 as a breakaway from the Tehiya party, and on the next elections it won 2 seats in the Knesset. 

13th Knesset (1992)
In 1992 it gained 8 seats and became the big winner of the elections. However, during the 13th Knesset, three members (Gonen Segev, Esther Salmovitz and Alex Goldfarb) left and founded the 
..... Click the link for more information. 
Former parties 

· Achdut Ha-Avodah (Labor Unity) 

· Gahal (evolved to Likud Likud or ליכוד literally means consolidation. The Likud is a moderate right-wing Israeli political party. 
History
The Likud's roots are Zeev Jabotinsky's national-liberal Beitar movement, who was the main opposition to the Socialist Mapai party. 

The Likud was formed by the joining together of Free Center, La'am and Gahal (Gush Herut Liberalim) in preparation for the 1973 elections. It was later merged with the liberal right-wing Herut to become Israel's right-wing party. It quickly became and remains to this day the conservative party in Israel.
..... Click the link for more information. ) 

· General Zionist Party 

· Israel Ba-Aliya (merged with Likud Likud or ליכוד literally means consolidation. The Likud is a moderate right-wing Israeli political party. 
History
The Likud's roots are Zeev Jabotinsky's national-liberal Beitar movement, who was the main opposition to the Socialist Mapai party. 

The Likud was formed by the joining together of Free Center, La'am and Gahal (Gush Herut Liberalim) in preparation for the 1973 elections. It was later merged with the liberal right-wing Herut to become Israel's right-wing party. It quickly became and remains to this day the conservative party in Israel.
..... Click the link for more information. ) 

· Kach Kach and Kahane Chai are Israeli extremist organizations. They have been declared illegal by Israeli authorities for commiting and supporting acts of terrorism against the Israeli Arab minority, and Israel's government. According to the United States State Department, their activities include: 
Organize protests against the Israeli Government. Harass and threaten Palestinians in Hebron and the West Bank. Have threatened to attack Arabs, Palestinians, and Israeli Government officials. Have vowed revenge for the death of Binyamin Ze'ev Kahane and his wife. http://library.nps.navy.mil/home/tgp/kach.htm 


..... Click the link for more information.  (now banned) 

· Mapai The Israeli Labor Party ('Haavoda') is an Israeli political party. It holds moderate left agenda and is a Zionist party. It is a member of the Socialist International and an observer member of the Party of European Socialists. 
Also Known As 
Those are the name which the Israeli Labor party has used 

· Zion workers פועלי ציון ("Zion's Workers", "Poalei Zion"). 


..... Click the link for more information.  (Mifleget Poalei Yisrael - Israel Workers' Movement, merged into the Israel Labour Party The Israeli Labor Party ('Haavoda') is an Israeli political party. It holds moderate left agenda and is a Zionist party. It is a member of the Socialist International and an observer member of the Party of European Socialists. 
Also Known As 
· Those are the name which the Israeli Labor party has used 

· Zion workers פועלי ציון ("Zion's Workers", "Poalei Zion"). 


..... Click the link for more information. . 

· Mapam Mapam - United Workers Party (in Hebrew: מפ"ם - מפלגת פועלים מאוחדת ) was initially a Marxist-Zionist party. It was formed in 1948 and was active in Israeli politics until the 1990s. It was the political party of the left wing Kibbutz Artzi kibbutz movement and succeeded
..... Click the link for more information.  (Mifleget Ha-Po'alim Ha-Me'ukhdet - United Workers' Party, merged into Meretz Meretz (מרצ, Vitality) was an Israeli political party, considered to be on the "left" and secular. It was formed in 1992 by the merger of three other parties, RATZ (רץ, Movement for Civil Rights and Peace), Mapam (מפ"ם, Israeli Workers Party) and Shinui (שינוי, Change). In 1996 they officially registered as a single party, but in 1997 part of Shinui (under the leadership of Avraham Poraz) left to form a separate movement.
..... Click the link for more information. ) 

· Meretz Meretz (מרצ, Vitality) was an Israeli political party, considered to be on the "left" and secular. It was formed in 1992 by the merger of three other parties, RATZ (רץ, Movement for Civil Rights and Peace), Mapam (מפ"ם, Israeli Workers Party) and Shinui (שינוי, Change). In 1996 they officially registered as a single party, but in 1997 part of Shinui (under the leadership of Avraham Poraz) left to form a separate movement.
..... Click the link for more information.  (Israeli left-wing Party, disbanded and merged into Yachad This is an article about the Israeli political party. For the Jewish homosexuals association in Germany see: YACHAD Germany. 


Yachad is an Israeli dovish social democratic left wing party. The name "Yachad" יח"ד which literally means Together, is also an abbreviation of "Social Democratic Israel" in Hebrew. 
History 


..... Click the link for more information. ) 

· Mifleget HaMerkaz (disbanded) 
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