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Diasapora Jewry

“Diaspora”

 

1)       70CE

2)       Yehuda = Judea

3)       66-70 CE, 132-135 CE:  Revolts vs. Roman empire

4)       Dispersion:

a. a.       Expulsion

b. b.      Economic devastation

c. c.       Religious persecution, attrition

 

5)       Rabbinic Judaism:  Talmud

6)       By 1700s:  2.25 million Jews, ~ 2 million in Europe

7)       Ethinc categories:

a.____________

b.____________

c.____________

d. d.      (Other)

 

Jews:

a. Various races & (sub)ethnicities

b. Distinct/Unique religious culture

c. Unique literary heritage

d. National language

e. Various vernaculars

f. Common history, collective life

 

8  KEY TERMS/CONCEPTS:

 

1) TORAH
 

2) TALMUD
a. Aggadah
b. Halakhah
 

3) HALAKHAH : 613 religious duties, etc.
 

4) GALUT

 

5) KEHILLAH

 

6) KAHAL

 

7) RABBI:  

a. a.      Responsa, Takkanot
b. b.      YESHIVAH

 

8) GHETTO

9) SHTETL

 

Pre-modern World:

 

Comprehensiveness of Judaism

 

No citizenship

 

Corporate status / autonomy
RISE OF HASIDISM

First serious challenges to traditional order of Jewish life. 

Objective conditions accelerated breakdown of that order 

POLAND-LITHUANIA: 1700s

1.  Internal disputes/ Crisis of leadership 

2.  Economic decline 

3.  Rise of Hasidism 

 3.  Rise of HASIDISM: Response to / Product of Anomie?

= "PIETISM":  A pietistic movement suffused with mysticism

(Singular: A "HASID"; plural: "HASIDIM.") 


Spiritual/religious ideal: DEVEKUT ("Cleaving [to God]") = Spiritual communion with God 

Human focus: TZADDIK ("Righteous One") 

a.  Spiritually gifted 

b.  Intercedes /mediates for followers at God’s court 

c.  Not necessarily a Talmudic prodigy 

d.  Called "Rebbe" 

e.  First model: ISRAEL BEN ELIEZER, THE BAAL SHEM TOV 

("Good Master of the Name [of God]"), ~1700-1760. 

CENTRAL PREMISE OF THE HASIDIC MOVEMENT: 

Every Jew plays an important part in effort toward redemption through:



a.  Fervent prayer



b.  Good deeds



c.   Intense LOVE for / FAITH in God



d.  Acceptance of mediation /intercession of TZADDIK.

At base a POPULAR /POPULARIZING MOVEMENT: Exalts common, unlearned Jews

STYLE OF WORSHIP: Emotional, demonstrative, celebratory. 

Joy

Music

Tzaddik’s tales and parables: Replace technical legal discourse.

NO ACTIVIST-MESSIANISM; an apolitical emphasis:  

 Emphasis on SOCIAL CONFORMITY 

Rebbes not "Messiahs"

GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN: SO. POLAND (Podolia, Volhynia) 

Spread throughout Poland by 1800s

Resistance centered in Lithuania (stronghold of Yeshiva est.)

Opponents = MITNAGDIM (Sing. Mitnaged), "Litvaks."

Signs of movement’s spread, local dominance: 

Adherents:

a. a.       Flocked to "Rebbe’s" study room

b. b.      Traveled w/ "Rebbe," form his "court."

c. c.       Obeyed "Rebbe," not local Rabbis

d. d.      Adopted style of prayer, melodies of the Rebbe

e. e.       Became deeply absorbed in movement: Changed personal relations.

f. f.        Espoused Hasidic shechitah (Kosher butchering) only

g. g.       Rendered local Kahal irrelevant; replace it w/Rebbe’s authority

Evolution of the movement: 

By 1800, broke up into distinct sects.

Leadership became dynastic

4.  Demographic pressure/change

CENTRAL & WESTERN EUROPE (1750-1850): 

"Modernity" makes first inroads into traditional Jewish society.

A confluence of trends:

1.  POLITICAL/ECONOMIC: Rise of ABSOLUTIST STATES in Central and Western Europe (16th-18th cent.) 

Power concentrated, monopolized 

Rule through civil bureaucracy, army of conscripts 

Not dependent upon Church/clergy, nobility 

Subjects as "assets" of sovereign 

"The Good of the State":  

1. Acquisition of wealth, 

2. Political stability 

3. Demographic & territorial growth-----------------------How? 

MERCANTILISM: State’s systematic promotion of trade, industrial dev. 

Mercantilism prevails, is pursued despite/ irrespective of/ at the expense of:

a.  Traditional (medieval) rights, roles of social groups 

b.  Purely religious considerations 

A rational policy 

2.  "ENLIGHTENMENT"

Sources/ conditions that facilitated its growth: 

Erosion of Church power under absolutism 

Religious skepticism 

Humanistic studies, discoveries 

Political expression: 

1. Legitimator of absolutism

2. Ideological foundation of liberal revolutions:

Radical enlightenment: Theory of "natural" rights (life, property, political participation for white, educated men; legitimate community: Social "compact")

Intersection of Enlightenment, state Absolutism:

Rulers’ ENCROACHMENTS UPON JEWISH AUTONOMY & TRADITION, e.g.,

Joseph II (Austria) 

Napoleon (France) 

European Enlightenment generated:

1.  Non-Jewish CRITIQUES OF JEWISH LIFE, TRADITION

a.  Purport to be totally and exclusively rational 

b. Do not stem consciously from traditional Christian conception of Jews &

      
Judaism (Jews as: deicidal, materialistic/anti-spiritual, morally "blind," etc.). 

c. Main prescription: Jews require "IMPROVEMENT," moral/social

 
regeneration. 

(Ex.: Christian Wilhelm Von Dohm) 

2.  NATIVE JEWISH MOVEMENT OF ENLIGHTENMENT: HASKALAH 

Proponents = Maskilim
Internal critique of Jewish tradition, society 

New models of Jewish identity, history 

Socio-political ideology:  "A Neutral Society" 
A very small minority; highly atypical, disproportionately influential 

Perceived as deep threat by traditional Jews 
Socio-Econ. Profile of Maskilim:

1) Businessmen & families: 

Acculturated (Germanized), successful (bourgeois), urban, 

Resentful of legal disabilities, 

Proponents of emancipation, secularization, 

Ex: David Friedlander (1750-1834), Rahel Varnhagen (1771-1833) 

2)  Young Intellectuals: 

Rebelled vs. "insular," "authoritarian" tradition 

Aspired to social/intellectual achievement (within world of secular scholarship) 

Became urban by choice 

Auto-didacts 

Employed as tutors for children of type #1

Ex: Solomon Maimon (1753-1800) 

 

First generation of Maskilim:

MOSES MENDELSOHN: 

1. Jewish identity as matter of private conscience, not subject to communal, state

coercion

2. "Revealed Religion" (God-given, culturally-specific laws, traditions) vs.

"Natural Religion" (universal ethics—bases of all religions) 

3. Judaism as highest expression of "Natural Religion", compatible w/ "Neutral

 Society" 

4.  Judaism, Halakhah: God’s unique gift to Jews 

5.  Pursuit of secular knowledge: desirable, reinforces tradition 

6.  Reason as arbiter between religion and secular knowledge 

Second, Third generations of Maskilim:

Napoleonic victories and defeat:

· Estward spread of emancipation, Haskalah 

· Defeat brought reactionary forces to power: Civil gains reversed/ negated in practice 

· Popular resistance to Jewish emancipation grew 

· Enlightenment gradually replaced by romantic nationalism 

· Maskilim became desperate, more radical, focused less on harmonization of secular & Jewish identities 

· Stiffening of criticism of traditional Judaism. 

CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY: A "Way out" for acculturated Jews? 

Common rationales:

1.      Judaism as inferior, inadequate

2.      Critique but not total estrangement

3.      Christianity as "Entry ticket" to secular lifestyle, social security

ROAD TO POLITICAL EMANCIPATION & SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE: 

Complicated by popular hostility (esp. in central Europe) 

Fundamental doubts as to whether Jews deserved rights "AS THEY WERE" 

FULL EXERCISE OF CIVIC EQUALITY : CONDITIONAL UPON 

"IMPROVEMENT" 
A PIVOTAL QUID PRO QUO:

Jews "acceptable" only if they "improved." 

"IMPROVEMENT" =

a. ACCULTURATION

b. SURRENDER OF COLLECTIVE AUTONOMY & IDENTITY 

c. PROVING JEWISH IDENTITY IS PALATABLE BY EURO/BURGEOIS STANDARDS 

· Per Euro-liberals:  Jews "as is" were morally & socially "inadequate" 

·  "Neutral society" not realized in reality:  A power imbalance between majority & minority 

· MASKILIM: Accept quid pro quo, aspects of non-Jewish critique of Jews, Judaism

· Dilemma: Rejection of much Jewish tradition, but denial of social/legal equality 

· Enlightenment displaced by new European concepts of "The Nation" (excludes Jews) 

· Conversion: A way out of dilemma 

· A "conversion epidemic" (central Europe only): 1600-1800 Jews converted, early-19th century. 

CHALLENGE FOR ACCULTURATED JEWS:

a. How to change Judaism to conform with "modernity" (non-Jewish Bourgeois standards)? 

b. How to present "improved image" of Jewish culture that would convince liberals that Jews belong in "The Nation" w/o conversion? 

HASKALAH’S PROGRAM OF REFORM: (Later partially a basis of Reform Judaism)

1.  Occupational diversification 

2.  Freedom of conscience 

2a) Conservative maskilim: Seek to limit realm of Judaism ("religion") to synagogue,home

2b) Radical maskilim: Seek more thorough secularization of Jewish life

3.  Worship should conform to non-Jewish standards of religious sentiment & decorum

4.Communal autonomy should be abolished; religious authority should be moral, not political, limited to home & synagogue 

    (Mendelsohn) 

5.  Secular education (reform traditional Jewish schooling or make it subservient to non-Jewish, "practical" curriculum) 

6.  Romantic love as basis of Jewish family life 

7.  Primary loyalty: States & peoples of countries where Jews lived, not Jews & Jewish nation 

 

REFORM JUDAISM (emphasize 2, 2a, 3-7): "A Jew at home and a Man in the street" 

Israel Jacobson (1768-1828)

Abraham Geiger (b. 1810)

Samuel Holdheim (1806-1860)

Principles:

· o       Halakhah should be "purified" of ritual & theological elements that were: 

·          "Anachronistic" / "Medieval" 

·          "Irrational" 

·          "Oriental" 

· o       Undesirable elements: Make Jews distinct, socio-politically & culturally separate 

· o       "Ethical Monotheism": The "true" core of Judaism, basis of contribution to world civilization 

· o       Denial of absolute authority of Halakhah 
SOME AESTHETIC INNOVATIONS PROPOSED BY THE REFORMERS

(Notice the implicit critique—fair or unfair, accurate or inaccurate—of traditional Jewish religious life).

1.  Prayer services should be abridged and given a universalistic focus rather than a particularistic one. Prayer should be in the local vernacular, less so in Hebrew. 

2.  Prayer should be orderly and regimented (no one should pray at his/her own pace and in his/her own style). Premeditation, rather than spontaneity, should dominate in prayer services. 

3.  The synagogue should be for praying on Sabbath and holidays only, not for learning and socializing (as was and is the case in traditional communities). 

4.  Prayers should be sung to new melodies with choral and instrumental accompaniment. (Possible sub-text: Services should be more like worship at Christian churches?). 

5.  Jewish prayers should exalt the state, its rulers, and affirm Jewish allegiance to both. 

6.  Worshippers should behave themselves with a proper reserve (not with Hasidic-like enthusiasm). 

7.  Synagogue décor should be austere so as to uplift the mind and cause it to concentrate on spiritual matters, not on material splendor. 

8.  Rabbis should preach regularly so as to ennoble the minds and hearts of their listeners. Rabbis should not be mere legal experts who leave much of the preaching to others.
 

TRADITONALIST RESPONSE(S):

Alarm, suspicion of "creeping" conversion  

SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH: (Neo-)Orthodoxy: "Torah and the Way of the World" 

EASTERN EUROPE: End of 18th century – toward 1881

Largest Jewish communities in the world: 

Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, parts of Byelorussia, Galicia (so. Poland under Austro-Hungarian empire), Rumania (a.k.a. Romania) 

=  3.5 million Jews out of world-wide Jewish population of 4.75 in 1850. 

By comparison: 690K in West/Central Europe, 570K in Near East & elsewhere. 

Reaction A CENTER TRADITIONAL JEWISH LIFE (by 1850s-1880s)

Hasidism 

Institutionalized, rural "establishment" (Poland, Galicia) 

Divided into sects, dynasties, styles of religiosity, ideologies 

Focused in local "courts" 

Trad. Rabbinic Judaism / the Yeshiva Establishment 

Lithuanian yeshiva system 

More accepting of Hasidism 

(+ Small groups of maskilim: Variant of central European Haskalah)

 

ENCOUNTER WITH TSARIST STATE

Policy: Forced assimilation 

1795: Much of Poland under Russian rule; (1804) 1835: Pale of Settlement 
· Pale of Settlement: (see map 379-380 in reader): 

·          Poland (most) 

·          Lithuania 

·          Central Ukraine 

·          Byelorussia 

·          Eastern Ukraine (New Russia) 

A mostly rural population, moving towards urbanization 

Shtetl (plural: Shtetlach) 

Typical occupations: 

·          Petty commerce, 

·          Shop-keeping, 

·          Wagoning, 

·          Unskilled labor,

·          Inn-keeping, 

·          Religious functions, 

·          Goldsmithing, 

·          Petty artisanship, etc. 

·          Large Yeshiva student population

NICHOLAS I (Ruled 1825-1855): Assault on traditional Jewish life

"CANTONIST DECREES" (1827-1856)

Forced conscription 

Aim: Russianization 

Jewish response: Kahal vs. rank-and-file: Protection, discrimination, kidnapping 

1835:

Residence in eastern villages outlawed 

Exclusion from Kiev 

Forced Russianization of names 

Marriage before 18 outlawed 

Hiring non-Jewish servants prohibited 

1840:

"Reform" of Jewish education: Jewish secular schools, govt. oversight/control 

Max Lilienthal 

1844:

Communal autonomy dissolved (kehillot outlawed) =

EFFECTS OF NICHOLAS’ POLICIES:

1.  Conversions (30k 1825-1855) 

2.  Hatred, resistance, non-compliance toward imperial govt.

3.  Self-conscious (ultra-) traditionalist movement: vs. acculturation: 

o        "Orthodoxy"  Ultra-Orthodoxy: Political ideology

o        Distinct from Neo-Orthodoxy;  similar to Hatam Sofer’s orthodox reaction.

o        Hasidim: Menahem Mendel of Lubavitch

o        Mitnagdim: Israel Salanter THE MUSSAR MOVEMENT

o        MUSSAR: Emphasis on rabbinic ethics, adult education

· o        Rapprochement between Mitnagdim and Hasidim 
CONTRAST W/ CENTRAL-EUROPEAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

Extreme cohesion, firmly traditional 

Tsar’s regime utterly despotic; no widespread "enlightenment" ideology 

Russian maskilim: An infinitesimal minority with disproportionate power 

Russian Judeophobia: crude and widespread; the basis of policy 

Acculturation: more starkly destructive and painful 
ALEXANDER II (Ruled 1855-1881)

1865: Cantonist system abolished 

1859-1879: Gradual relaxation of residence bans for UPWARDLY MOBILE ELITE 

1861: Emancipation of serfs hope of change in Jewish status 

1862: Jewish ownership of land permitted. 

1863: Polish revolt

1881: Alexander assassinated
POLITICAL CONSERVATIVE BACKLASH (grows 1863-1881, peaks 1881-1922)

Slavophilism 

Blood libels, riots 

Coercive policy: reaffirmed and continued 

OUTCOMES:

1.  IMPOVERISHMENT OF JEWISH MASSES IN THE PALE 

3.  WAVES OF EMIGRATION 

4. 4.      RE-ORIENTATION OF (2nd-generation) MASKILIM: From Bourgeois/pro-govt. model of liberation to Russian Populist/ Revolutionary model. 

 JEWISH EMANCIPATION AND BACKLASH: CENTRAL & WESTERN EUROPE (1850s-1920s)

1) Emancipation: An extremely protracted process in Europe: 1790-1917

2) Emancipation vs. social acceptance: Acceptance is conditional


Conditional Integration = Integration by Jewish concession

SOCIO-POLITICAL BACKLASH: Anti-Semitism 

Medieval anti-Judaism: Purported to solve Jewish "danger" through conversion, expulsion 

Modern Anti-Semitism: no religious basis, rationale. 

Cause: Jewish acculturation was successful, widespread. 

Minority Jewish prominence (real or perceived) in new industrial economy: An irritant to Jew-haters.



1. Liberal professions (journalism, academia, etc.)



2. The arts



3. Merchant banking 

"High-Profile" success (e.g. Rothschild family) did not mean overall Jewish success 

(PLEASE NOTE: most Jews in the world lived in Pale, were unemancipated)
Aggressive industrial capitalism: 

Spurred & maintained European colonial & economic empires 

Was buoyed by bourgeois-liberal states & political movements 

Left behind traditional classes, cultural & economic interests: 

Usual political base of Anti-semitism:   (Have most to lose from industrial capitalism)

1.  Landed aristocracy (army top brass, "old money") 

2.  Provincial town-dwellers, peasantry 

3.  Christian clergy 

4.  Guild-members, petty bourgeoisie (shop-keepers, artisans) 

Problem for anti-Jewish bigots: 

Opposition to Jewish aculturation, economic & social ascent required new, legitimating ideology given the decline of religious rationales for Judeophobia. 

The "solution": RACISM 

A secular, pseudo-scientific ideology 

Central premise of racism: Blood/descent determines moral character & behavior 

Appealed to secular, chauvinistic nationalists due to its alleged "rational" basis 

Simulated, perverted, mis-appropriated scientific concepts to claim essential human differences 

Racist "science," as applied by racists to Jews:

Kidnapping of linguistic-anthropological concepts, "Semite" & "Semitic" 

Wilhelm Marr 

Central Premises of racism: 

1. Jewish moral & physical traits: parallel, "immutable," "irrevocable," "predictable"

2. Mentality/moral character and physiognomy: Entirely controlled by descent


3. "Superior" races = "beautiful"; "inferior" races = "ugly" 

What did antisemitism "do" for people who hated Jews? 

1. Allowed bigots to imagine & pretend that all Jews have grotesque physiques and are therefore easily detected, obviously "foreign" (especially where/when Jewish acculturation was most successful)

2. In the bigots’ minds, it justified claim that even acculturated Jews and assimilated people of Jewish origin were unfit for civic equality, social integration, membership in "The Nation"

3. Facilitated, supported a rabid nationalism with an illiberal political agenda.

19th-century Antisemitism: Not a fringe phenomenon


"Moderate" antisemites (e.g. Von Treitschke): 

a. a.       Forswore violence, accepted emancipation, but believed "Jewishness" should be eliminated through total cultural assimilation, rabid patriotism, & maintenance of secondary role in society. 

b.  A "good" Jew = assimilated, ultra-patriotic, subservient, benevolent, passive, powerless. 

Political Antisemitism

Political program of deemancipation 
Karl Lueger (Austria) 

Edouard Drumont (France) 

Political propaganda made possible by new mass media (see transparencies) 

Depicts sinister Jewish world conspiracy 

Protocols of the Elders of Zion:  Forgery (1890s, Russian Empire; published later by Drumont) ;  Purports to "prove" existence of world Jewish govt., imperialist plot. 

 

THE DREYFUS AFFAIR (1894-1906)

What was it? (Who was Dreyfus? Of what was he accused?) 

How was it a manifestation of modern antisemitism? 

Why did it reverberate so strongly in the Jewish world (after all, anti-Jewish accusations were nothing new)? 

 At turn of century: THREE IMPOSSIBLE BARGAINS:

1.  The Enlightenment ideal: 


"Jews are human; they deserve to form part of a neutral society."

2.  The liberal bargain: 

"Jews are only potentially equal / latently ‘human’; they need to prove themselves, justify their inclusion in general society. We don’t."

3.  The nationalist, antisemitic reaction/position: 

"Jews are immutably debased and debasing, even when they convert. Jews are unworthy of equality; they should be denied entry into general society."

Jewish Responses to Antisemitic and other Animus: A Spectrum.

1.  Conversion (e.g., Isaac Disraeli, Otto Weininger) 

2.  Defensive / Apologetic Strategies 

a.  Internalized Racism/Antisemitism (Jacques Joseph, S. Freud, Karl Marx, W. Rathenau) 

b.  Chauvinism, Philo-Semitism (Benjamin Disraeli) 

3.  Secular Liberalism & Patriotism 

a.  Liberal-Constitutionalist politics, humanism, vague solidarity with Jews as an oppressed people but not as Jews (Edouard Bernstein) 

b.  Patriotism, faith in reason and the promise of liberal equality (Col. A. Dreyfus, many American Jews). 

5. Acculturation and/or Circumspection / Quietism 

Privatization of Jewish identity (Zweig-Brettauer family) 

6.  Religious "modernism" (continue from 18th century): Reform & neo-Orthodox. 

7.  Reactionary resistance: Hasidic reaction + Mussar movement = Ultra-Orthodox bloc.

JEWISH RESPONSES to govt. oppression, state-sponsored and social antisemitism:

 

1.  EMIGRATION: Dramatic demographic shif; lays bases for present-day communities 

1840-1880: ~250K to N. America from: Germany, Bohemia, Romania, Hungary 

1881-1914 (WWI): 2.75 million from Pale to: 

2.   POLITIZATION: Revolutionary Socialism and Zionism
Revolutionary Socialism:  Skilled and semi-skilled laborers in Russian Empire.

Appeal for Jews in Pale and elsewhere:

1.  Avenue of escape to general socialism while maintaining ethnic identity 

a.       Socialist-Jewish parties

b.      Political lit. in Yiddish

c.       Study & cultivation of folk culture w/o religious content

d.      Support of cultural autonomy

2.  Envisioned future society of universalist egalitarianism

a.       Jews in socialist movements relate to non-Jewish "brethren" as equals.

b.      Promise to erase stigma of being Jewish

c.       Haskalah ideal transformed into proletarian ideal: Secular utopia

3.  Vented class grievances:

a.       Economic: Workers in Pale workshops seek relief 

b.      Social: resentment against traditional authorities, rich Jews

c.       Religious: Disenchantment with tradition (but w/o loss of ethnic identity)

4.  European Nationalisms blocked entry; options left:

a.       Socialism (general and/or "Jewish")

b.      Jewish nationalism

c.       Combination of a & b
 

THE BUND (The General Jewish Workers’ Union):

o        Founded 1897 in Pale

o        Largest Jewish socialist party ever

o        Began as small coalition of cells: Highly russified /russifying intellectuals sought to educate/politicize working masses.

o        Membership grew toward 20th century: New generation(s) developed political demand for Jewish cultural autonomy under general socialism

o        Shift in outlook: due in part to 1881, continued "ethnicization" of Jewish politics among secularized Jews with traditional backgrounds and strong Jewish pride

POGROMS OF 1881 

o        Anti-Jewish riots

o        Organized and/or tolerated by Tsarist govt.

o        Motivated by Anti-Jewish animus and Slavophilism

o        Absolutist state-sponsored hatred allied to medieval anti-Judaism, popular hostility

o        Russian socialist parties supported pogroms as "understandable" reaction to "Jewish exploitation."

Jewish responses: 

1.      Realization that…

o        Non-Jews regarded Jews as common enemy

o        Interests of toiling masses of Russian Empire not identical to interests of Jews, Jewish workers.

o        Jews faced special problems not fully addressed by general socialism

o        Russian socialists could be enemies

2.      Demoralization, emigration, "Judaization" of many Jews’ socialism

Role of Bund in Jewish modernization: Supplanting tradition with Party politics/ culture

Synagogue  Party meetings, study groups; 

Liturgy  socialist hymns; 

Ritual life  workers’ processions, protests, speeches, mass rituals

Religious objects, symbols, texts  Party insignia, flags, theorists’ writings

JEWISH NATIONALISM = ZIONISM

(19th century-early 20th century)

Drew (& draws) appeal and much of its ideology from Jewish traditional life:

Yearning for Zion (= Jerusalem) and Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel) 

Relocation to Eretz Yisrael = Aliyah: A traditional practice 

Zionism was / is also "Modern":

Secular plan of action: 3 prongs: 

1.  Diplomatic activism toward attainment of land grant  Political Zionism

(Th. Herzl, H. Weizmann) 

2.  Promoting national pride and Aliyah 

3.  Building culture, communities, institutions in Land of Israel  Practical / Pioneering Zionism 



(Zionist activists, parties)

Differs/differed from Revolutionary Socialism:

1.  Emphasis on Jewish identity and national sovereignty 

2.  Addressed Jews of all classes, backgrounds, levels of religiosity 

Factions / Schools of Thought:

1.  Religious Zionists: 

Aliyah and community-building in Land of Israel as religious duty with messianic significance. 

o        Hovevei Zion

o        First Aliyah (1880s-1890s)  Idealists

2.  Socialist Zionists: 

Building national community to refashion nation along secular, egalitarian, collectivist lines. 

o        Poalei Zion party (Menahem Syrkin, 1867-1924)

o        Ber Borochov (1881-1917)

3. Nationalist / General Zionists: 

Developing culture and military strength along ethnic lines within liberal, capitalist, (semi)pluralistic society.

o        Revisionist Party (V. Z. Jabotinsky, 1880-1940)

4.  "Cultural" Zionists: 

Nurturing Jewish consciousness and culture, not statehood per se, in the Land of Israel.

o        Ahad Ha-Am (Asher Ginzberg, 1856-1927)

5.  "Diaspora Zionists": 

Viewing legitimate, viable Jewish presence in Diaspora while supporting Jewish life in the Land of Israel. 

o        Louis Brandeis (1877-1948)

 

1.   Zionism as national liberation movement 

Leo Pinsker (1821-1891): "Auto-Emancipation" 

Theodor Herzl (1860-1904), Der Judenstaat 
First Zionist Congress (Basel, Switzerland, 1896): The Basel Programme (see reader) 
2.  Antisemitism: An incurable (or nearly incurable) “disease”: 

Jewish character and behavior are not its cause.

3.  Rejection of Diaspora 

Assimilation: Dangerous and degrading; promotes self-hatred. 

In Diaspora Jews are (at best) tolerated guests. 

Diaspora is an abnormal existential and political condition. 

4.  Land of Israel 

Proper focus of national activity and aspirations 

Cradle of Jewish culture, site of historical sovereignty 

Uganda Plan (1905) rejected 

 THE INTERWAR PERIOD:  1917-1936
 2 phenomena culminated:

 
(1) Jewish politization, nationalization of Jewish culture

 
(2) Political antisemitism 

 

Eastern Europe:

1.  Jewish cultural creativity, Jewish political activity intensified.

 Context:  post-WWI political order:



Soviet Union



New & liberated national states of Eastern Europe (especially Poland) 

WWI (1914-1917):

        Jews fought alongside countrymen

        Jewish socialists as “wartime patriots” 

        Exception: Russian Empire; socialist neutrality 

Versailles Conference (1917)

        Principle of “national self-determination”

( entailed right of national minorities to protection & promotion of cultural identity under / within majority nation-states.

        Sub-treaties:  Jewish cultural and political rights as an ethnic unit:  National Autonomy Treaties
Effects of Versailles:
        Jewish focus on national autonomy 

e.g.:



--Polish-Jewish bourgeoisie, 



--Some non-Bundist Jewish socialists, 



--The Bund itself

        Zionists: led autonomist pursuits despite original rejection of Diaspora Politics.


( Interwar Zionist activity: 





1) Internal / local European politics





2) Land of Israel 



( Work raised Zionist prestige and increased following

2.  New and liberated states of Eastern Europe + tsarist strongholds in former Russian Empire (e.g. Ukraine):

ANTISEMITIC REACTION:

        An economic, political, social war vs. Jews 

        Nationalist governments and reactionary parties in multi-ethnic states (e.g., Poland, Yugoslavia, Ukraine, Rumania, Hungary) and in Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania)

        recently “liberated” or created and given political shape by Versailles Conference

        Antisemitic assault: foreshadows German assault under Nazis

        Before 1930s:  Antisemitism partially checked only in:


1) Bulgaria (strong liberal intelligentsia)


2) Czechoslovakia (general liberalism and democracy relative to neighbors)

        Main form / means of antisemitic reaction:  

VIOLATIONS AND/OR CANCELLATIONS OF JEWISH AUTONOMY SUB-TREATIES established under Versailles

        Pre-WWII antisemitic reaction in Eastern Europe explains relative weakness of anti-Nazi resistance and extensive collaboration 

 Factors in interwar JEWISH CULTURAL AND POLITICAL RENAISSANCE:

 Demography and Geographic Distribution:
 1) By 1917:  14 million Jews world-wide

 2) Trend toward Jewish urbanization peaked  (so too, secularization & proletarianization) 

 By 1930s: 1/3 of all Jews concentrated in 19 major cities in USA and Europe

3) Natural increase:  Surging in 1880s-1890s, drove immigration trends, but declined sharply from 1900-1930s due to:

4) No major changes in occupational and social structure. 

5) Geographic distribution & migration patterns:

1880s:  2/3 of Jewish people lived in Russian Empire and Austria-Hungary



1901--1914:  ~1.6 million Jews emigrate overseas (80% to USA)



By 1917:  Jewish population:





USA:  3.5 mill.  (largest)





Indep. Poland:
  3 mill.





Soviet Russia: 2.5





Rumania ~750k





Germany ~500k





Hungary  ~500k   





Elsewhere ~3 million 



1917-1938: 1.12 million emigrated from Europe:





400k to USA





330k to Land of Israel





~330k went elsewhere

Aliyah to the Land of Israel:

        Pre WWI Palestine: an economic backwater of Ottoman Empire

        Post-WWI:  Administered by British Empire

        Despite poor conditions:  2 major Aliyot (waves of Zionist immigration): 


1)  FIRST ALIYAH (1880s-1890s):  




---Hovevei Zion 




---Ineffective capitalist farms funded by Jewish philanthropists 


2) SECOND ALIYAH (1904-1914):




---Russian and E. European Socialist Halutzim (pioneers)




a) Established effective socialist communities




b) Made Jewish economy viable




c) Formed nucleus of future state’s elite




d) Created social ethos of pioneering Zionism, future state




e)  Formed basis of the (NEW) YISHUV

3) Post-1933, Urban, middle class German Jews immigrate




--Cement nascent urban life of the Yishuv
        Despite attrition, 1st and 2nd Aliyot were greatest achievements of practical Zionism to 1920s.

        Jewish population in the Land of Israel:


1918:  66K


1925: 121K


1930: 175K


1939: 475K  

        Non-Jewish population grew along with Yishuv
        Land of Israel as main focus of Jewish politics world-wide, 1917-1936

        Tide in favor of non-Zionist parties (e.g. the Bund), from 1870s-1890s began to shift in favor of Jewish nationalist ideologies during interwar years

        Post-WWII:  Zionism as “sole survivor” of Jewish mass politics

 

Areas of Jewish Cultural and Political Renaissance, 1917-1930s: 


1) Jewish press (Yiddish, Hebrew)


2) Jewish theater

3) Historiography:  nationalist/populist approach to Jewish history  (e.g., YIVO, Simon Dubnow)


4) Hebrew and Yiddish (secular) literature


5) Jewish Philosophy


6) Study of folklore and mysticism

7) “Return” by acculturated and assimilationist Jewish scholars to Jewish roots:  Franz Rosenzweig, Martin Buber, Sigmund Freud (?), et. al.

8)  International Jewish self-help, charitable orgs.




--Promoted Jewish schooling



--Sought to protect Jews in unstable parts of Europe & mideast




--For instance: 





USA:  AJC (American Jewish Committee)






Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society






Joint Distribution Committee 





Baron de Hirsch Fund





UK:  
Joint Foreign Committee






Anglo-Jewish Association






Germany:  Hilfverein





France:  Alliance Israelite Universelle (est. 1860)





Eastern Europe and Land of Israel:  






Bundist & Zionist organs






Rothschild family


9) Political youth groups:  Form new generation of Zionist and Socialist leaders

10) Orthodox political organizations:  to combat modernization and secularization e.g.:  Agudat Yisrael (anti-Zionist) 


11) Jewish philanthropy (see #8 above)

12) Secularized heders/ hadarim (Jewish primary schools):  Teach Hebrew and secular subjects to boys and girls. (Remember Puah Rakowski?)


13) Modern Yeshivas:  e.g., JTS (New York)


14) Achievement in secular sciences, humanities and arts


15) Participation in general European (non-Jewish) politics 



USSR:  Trotsky, Martov, Zinoviev, Kamenev, etc.

East. & West. European socialism:  Bela Kun, Edouard Bernstein, Rosa Luxemburg, Otto Bauer, etc.

 

ANTISEMITIC REACTION IN EASTERN EUROPE (OUTSIDE USSR):  1917-1936 

        Jewish autonomism / nationalism as defensive mechanism vs. non-Jewish prejudice, yet prejudice purports to be a defense against Jewish “menace.”

        National Autonomy Treaties:  facilitated establishment of Jewish National Councils within nation-states of E. Europe.

         J.N.C.’s entrusted with administration of Jewish cultural autonomy:



a) Jewish schooling



b) Jewish rep. assemblies



c) Disposal of state funds for communal purposes

        By 1920s:  Most councils abolished by non-Jewish governments

        Poland, Hungary, Ukraine:  Pogroms as mainstays of non-Jewish nationalism

        Pogroms in Ukraine:  20-70K victims (“only” a few thousands in Poland) 

        Legislative disenfranchisement and economic attrition:


Areas of antisemitic impact on Versailles Provisions:


1) Citizenship


2) Civil service


3) Language


4) Access to higher learning


5) Economic life: 



a) Taxation



b) Professional examinations



c) Ethnic makeup of ownership class and workforce



d) Jewish-owned banks



e) Work days and mandatory holidays



f) Restrictions on kosher slaughtering



g) Nationalization of industries

        19th-century goals of Tsars and European antisemites achieved most thoroughly by Eastern and Central European states that gained independence after/as a result of WWI. 

JEWS UNDER SOVIET RULE:  1917-1936

o       Post-WWI E. Europe:  Antisemitic nationalism, discrimination, exclusion, revocation or nullifcation of minority treaties

=  Cultural genocide
HISTORY OF THE YISHUV: 1880s-1930s

 Old Yishuv

        19th century: Jerusalem, Safed, etc.

       Mostly traditional Jews

        Survived on charity

 New Yishuv

        1st Aliyah (1880s-1890s) preceded by agricultrual schools

        Halutzim:  Mostly from Hibbat Zion movement

        1882-3:  Baron Edmond de Rothschild: Capitalist management 

        Attrition of Rothschild system:



1.  Jewish emigration from Land of Israel



2.  Loss of Zionist morale



3.  Reliance on Arab labor

        2nd Aliyah (1904-1914)


1.  Push factors:   Failed 1905 Russian Revolution, pogroms (Kishinev, etc.)



2.  40K:  Included Zionist-Socialist Revolutionaries

 

3.  Formed Parties:  




a.  The Young Worker Party (Ha-Poel ha-Tzair)




b.  Poalei Zion ( Unity of Labor Party (Ahdut ha-Avodah)



4.  Institutions:  




a.  Histadrut:  Federation of Labor




b.  Collective settlements: Group ownership, decision-making

        Agricultural collectives:  Kibbutzim  (singular:  Kibbutz)



1.  Opposed to Rothschild model



2.  System of mixed agriculture:  




a.  Self-sufficiency 




b.  Protection vs. market shifts 




c.  Protection vs. natural disasters



3.  New agricultural techniques



4.  New forms of social organization:  3 elements combined:




a.  Russian-inspired populist-agrarian idealism




b.  Universalist socialism




c.  Jewish nationalism:  Land and history



5.  Rotation system:  Work tasks and collective life



6.  Family as revolutionary institution: rejection of bourgeois model




a.  Vs. traditional marriage




b.  Renunciation of aspects of privacy 




c.  Vs. gendered aesthetics



7.  1st collective:  Deganyah




a.  Rational org., romantic motivation core




b.  Aharon David Gordon (1856-1922): 




 
i.  Labor, contact w/land as spritual duty





ii.  Transformative quality of land: “To build and be built”

 

Culture of 2nd Aliyah
        Idealism, quasi-religious fervor of pioneering Zionism in 1910s-20s

        Self-consciously revolutionary behavior:


1. Renunciation of native vernaculars


2. Self-taught Hebrew


3. Hebraicization of personal names

Accomplishments of 2nd Aliyah


1.  Hebrew schools


2.  Revival of Hebrew



Eliezer Perlman / Ben-Yehuda (1858-1922) :  Language must be rooted in land to flourish

3.  Self-defense orgs. (e.g. “The Watchman”--Hashomer)


4.  Establishment of local agencies of Zionist executive, e.g. Jewish Natl’ Fund

WWI to British Mandate
        Ottoman persecution: Decline of Yishuv

        1917-1918:  British military administration established

        Balfour Declaration (1917): Deliberate ambiguity: 

“[British govt.] views with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people....” 

        Balfour:  Acknowledgment of Zionist aspirations (but w/o concrete promises)

        British wartime policy and military administration:  Short-circuit Balfour

        Aim: Fomenting and harnessing Arab nationalism to subvert Ottoman regime

        Sharif  Hussein and Hashemite family

        3rd Aliyah:  1919-20s:  New socialist elements: growing labor establishment

        Yishuv infrastructure:  Unity of Labor created;  Histadrut
        Arab opposition violence (largely pan-Arab or clan-based, not “Palestinian”)

        U.N. sponsored (British) Mandate over “Palestine” (both sides of Jordan river)

        British obligation to enforce Balfour Declaration.

        White Papers:  1922-1930:  Cancel Balfour in effect



1) Churchill White Paper  (1922) did not guarantee nationhood for neither Jew or Arab



2) Restricted Jewish immigration



3) Limited land purchases



4) Avoided punishing anti-Jewish violence

· White Papers:  1933-1939:  Cancel Balfour in effect

Peel Commission (1937) and McDonald White Paper (1939)

1) Restricted Jewish immigration  (75,000 over four years)



2) Limited land purchases  (no purchases to Jews)



3) No guarantees for Jewish Homeland

SHIFTS IN ZIONIST MOVEMENT & YISHUV in response:

1.  European Zionist leadership lost prestige:


a.  “Too remote”


b.  Used non-Zionists to administer Yishuv and relations with mandatory govt.


c.   Politically moderate; unwilling to spell out political goals for Yishuv

2.  Secular right wing splits:  


Revisionist Party  (Vladimir Ze’ev Jabotinsky).   Advocated:

a.  Transfer desolate lands


b.  Plan for full independence


c. Formation of unified military self-defense force

3.  Left wing dissatisfied:


a.  Young Worker Party advocated bi-national state


b.  Parallel opposite of RP; revealed debt to universalist ideology

4.  Executive bodies of WZO:  Now under control of socialist factions based in Land of Israel, 

            e.g. Mapai (of David Ben-Gurion):  Israel Labor Party

5.  Yishuv:  Native responses to Arab violence:  Haganah 

6.  Overall power-shift from:


a.  Diaspora to Land of Israel, 


b. Political Zionism & diaspora politics to Practical Zionism, 


c. Old (Europeanized) guard to new (socialist and militant) guard  

7. INSTITUTIONAL Development:


Autonomous proto-state:  Autonomy schemes fulfilled



a.  Local:  “Hebrew Communties”


b.  Yishuv-wide:  Assembly of Delegates  





Mapai (dominant)





Revisionists





Mizrachi 



c.  National Committee (Head: Ben-Gurion)



d.  Dual Chief Rabbinate 

AHDUT HE-AVODAH:  Programmatic Statement (P. 585 of Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz)

Reflects:

1.  Dominant Zionist Culture of Yishuv

2.  Concreteness of power 

· 3.  Indebtedness to Russian socialism 

·         Combines traditional concepts, transformed into secular elements of national revival 

·         Halutz movement in Europe viewed as reservoir of national strength 

·         Articulates: Socialist-Zionist ethos of personal and collective fulfillment:


1) Settlement in Land of Israel


2) Acquisition of secular Hebrew culture


3) Labor/ class consciousness and internationalist orientation


4) Pioneering values:  Self-sacrifice, work on land, collective effort

...BASIS FOR ZIONISM’S “NEW JEW.”

JEWISH BEHAVIOR DURING THE HOLOCAUST
Prelude to WWII:

Jewish cultural renaissance in the Weimar Republic 
a.       Limited in scope (contrast w/Eastern-European Jewish cultural ferment)

b.      Aculturated intellectuals:  Rapprochement w/Jewish heritage

c.       Albert Einstein, Martin Buber

d.      Franz Rosenzweig:  Freies Judisches Lehrhaus
e.       Rosenzweig on “revelation” and “redemption”

f.        German-Jewish Zionsim:  Schools, training farms, youth movements

 

DEEMANCIPATION UNDER NAZIS (1933-1939):  

a.       Antisemitism became highly fashionable

b.      Radical anti-Semitic groups gained massive support in electoral battles

c.       1933:  Nazis formed a legal govt.

d.      1933: Nazis dismissed Jewish civil servants, academics, barred Jews from Army, legal & medical professions, arts

e.       1935:  Nuremberg Laws:  Defined Jews racially, deemancipated them, foreshadowed worse measures

f.        1938:  Kristallnacht
 

Second World War:  Destruction of European Jewry in 3 Stages
1.  Physical assaults and deemancipation
a.       Nazi-occupied territory, axis countries, Nazi allies: Local variance
2.  Expropriation and ghettoization
a.       Slave labor
b.      Judenraten /Judenrat:  Answer to Nazis under threat of death
3. Deportation and Extermination:  Genocide

a.       Extermination camps

b.      Selection of prisoners

c.       2/3 of European Jews, 1/3 of world Jewry destroyed

d.      Greatest catastrophe since 70ce and 1648 Cossack Massacres

 

Aftermath of Genocide
a.  Physical, material, cultural losses:  

European Jewry and Greek and Balkan Sephardi communities hardest hit. 
b.  Effacing of ontological existence 
 

FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS: 
a.       How to approach Diasporic condition in light of recurrent persecution?
b.      How to approach host cultures?
c.       Why were Jews so vulnerable?  (External causes or internal failings?)
d.    Question of “one-sided love affair” with European culture
e.       Nature of existence in Diaspora:  Was a dignified Jewish life possible in Diaspora?
f.   Question of JEWISH RESISTANCE.

 

Emergence of State of Israel:  Nation-Building in the Context of War:  1936-1949
 1)      Yishuv in WWII

2)      Israel’s War of Independence

3)      Dilemmas of state/nation-building

 

Yishuv’s Chief Institutions:

 
Govt.structures:  Rep. bodies

Histadrut

Kibbutz and Moshav movements

 

1936-1939:  Arab Revolt & General Strike, Jewish Responses
o       1939 White Paper:  Reneges on obligations under Balfour, signals preference for another Arab state west of Jordan river

o       Peel Commission (1937):  Recommends partition (Yishuv accepts, Arabs reject)

o       1936-1939:  Yishuv developed military capability;  Tower & Stockade Period
o       Haganah:  Arm of Mapai, policy of restraint (havlagah)
o       “Haganah B” (  Irgun Zvai Leumi (National Military Org.) = IZL= “Etzel” = “Irgun”:  Policy of retaliation, smuggling of immigrants

 

WWII:  Dilemma & Resolution
o       Cooperate w/British against Nazis despite White Paper Policy? 

o       Ben Gurion’s answer: Fight both (in effect, anti-British resistance ceased)

o       Rationale:  Pro-British stance will lead to political rewards after the war

o       IZL cooperated

 

Militant Groups
o       LeHI (Lohamei Herut Israel = Israel Freedom Fighters) opposed cooperation

o       Avraham Stern (hence: “Stern Gang”) 

o       LeHI’s program:  Eject Brits, establish Jewish state in all of mandatory Palestine, absorb immigrants

o       LeHI + IZL:  A destabilizing element

         Independent policies

         Psychological warfare & publicity

         Radical military action

         LeHI:  Terrorism, not just urban guerrilla warfare

         Opposed cautious approach of Haganah & Mapai

 

Zionist Movement During WWII 
o       Leadership now emboldened by prospect of mass Aliyah

o       1942:  Demand for Jewish state to replace mandate
o       Biltmore Program (1942)—reflects Ben-Gurion’s influence
o       1943: Info. re extent of Holocaust generated pressure to save, resettle survivors 

 

Yishuv Under Siege: 1940s

o       British govt. viewed Yishuv as enemy, geo-political obstacle 

o       Persecution of Haganah, suppression of Yishuv’s institutions, authority, arms purchases

o       Blocking of Jewish wartime efforts (training camps & Jewish Brigade)

o       British govt. blocked Aliyah during Holocaust

o       General British indifference to fate of European Jews

o       1946:  Yishuv’s revolt vs. British Mandatory Govt. in response to continuation of White Paper Policy despite “DP camps,” postwar pogroms.

o       Revolt:   

“Aliyah B” stepped up

Havlagah abandoned:  Retaliation & “civil war” ensue

Palmach established

“United Hebrew Resistance Movement”:  Haganah coordinated with IZL & LeHI

· o       Mandatory govt. arrested Yishuv leadership in 1946; IZL responded.

 

Partition and War 

o       Britain surrendered mandate, quit Palestine

o       1947:  UN vote on Partition

o       Iraq, Transjordan, Egypt, Syria, Palestinian forces invaded territory allotted to Yishuv

o       Israel repelled invasion at great human cost 

o       Refugee problem ensued

o       “West Bank” annexed by (Trans)Jordan

 

Post-War Dilemmas 

 
1.  How to forge stable political system?

 2.  How to stabilize IDF in light of Altalena Affair and political factionalism?  

 
3.  How to absorb large immigrant population that,

a. Did not speak Hebrew as vernacular

b.  Had not developed attributes of Zionist pioneers?

o       Occupational diversity

o       Mentality of freedom

o       Collective culture of participation in state instititions

 
4.  Political isolation and military confrontation 

 5.  Transportation infrastructure, industrial base, few natural resources

 
6.  Incorporation of non-Jewish minorities

7.  CENTRAL CHALLENGE:  How to establish a viable national culture to motivate citizens to undertake all efforts to achieve #1-6? 

Building a National Israeli Culture:

o       How to approach the Jewish past?

o       How to envision the future post-independence given main success of Zionism?

o       National mythologies:  Didactic and transparent:  e.g. lore regarding American “Founding Fathers,” Lincoln, etc.

 
o       Case of Israel:  

         Herzl as national “Father”  

         Moses Hess as “founding” hero of Israeli Left

         V.Z. Jabotinsky as hero of the Israeli Right

 
o       Yosef Trumpeldor (1880-1920) as paragon of “New (Israeli) Jew” 

         Fought in Russo-Japanese War to prove Jewish valor

         Founded He-Halutz Movement in Russian Empire 

         He-Halutz( Poalei Zion( Ahdut he-Avodah
         The “Father” of Labor Zionism in Russian Empire

         “Father” of Jewish Legion (WWI) with Jabotinsky

         Member of 1st Aliyah, worked on agricultural communities

         “Heroic” death at Tel Hai (N. Galilee):  “It is good to die for one’s country”

         Commemorated by Israeli Right and Left:

         Memorial sculpture of roaring lion

         Revisionsits’ youth movement, BETAR:  “Brit Trumpeldor”

         Heroic, biblical model as counterpoint to “Diaspora Jew” 
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