Looking and Listening for Equity in Classrooms

1. Students talking about the reasoning behind their answers.


2. Teachers using academic language to extend students’ thinking.


3. Students using their own words to reflect their understanding of other students’ words.


4. Students assessing the reasoning behind other students’ answers.


5. Teachers posting language objectives around the classroom reflecting:
i. Academic vocabulary

ii. Language structures

iii. Language functions


6. Teachers and students using charts that reflect specialized language of different content areas.


7. Teachers and students analyzing academic language (eg. parsing phrases, passive voice, relative clauses, etc.)


8. Teachers and students building on students’ knowledge to build background knowledge for academic achievement


9. Teachers providing multiple opportunities for students to practice academic language.


10. Teachers and students praising for specific intellectual contribution on the part of students, especially students whose academic identity is fragile.

EnidLee Consultants 2005


