Bloom’s Taxonomy and Effective Questions

	Question Category
	Bloom’s Category
	Student Activity
	Typical Stem Words

	Lower Level
	Knowledge
	Remembering:

Facts

Terms

Definitions

Concepts

Principles
	What?

List

Name

Define

Describe

	
	Comprehension
	Understanding the meaning of material
	Explain

Interpret

Summarize

Give examples of…

Predict

Translate

	
	Application
	Selecting a concept or skill and using it to solve a problem
	Compute

Solve

Apply

Modify

Construct

	Higher Level
	Analysis
	Breaking material into its parts and explaining the hierarchical relations.
	How does…apply?

Why does…work?

How does…relate to…?

What distinctions can be made about…and…?

	
	Synthesis
	Producing something original after having broken down into its component parts.
	How does the data support…?

How would you design an experiment that investigates…?

What predictions can you make based on the data?

	
	Evaluation
	Making a judgment based upon a pre-established set of criteria.
	What judgments can you make about…?

Compare and contrast… material for…?


