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MAPS, GRAPHS, CHARTS, DIAGRAMS

1.  Rule Number One:

A graph must show evidence that supports your thesis or a major argument presented in your paper.  Three good graphs are better than six shoddy graphs.  A graph that speaks to your subject, but doesn’t give evidence of a point your paper is making is a failing graph (refer to rubric).  

2.  Out of date information may not prove your point.

3.  Always cite the source of your graph below the visual 

4.  Title your graph in a matter of fact way that tells the reader what they are looking at.    

5.  Be sure to label both the x and the y axis accurately.

6.  You must reference the graph in the body of the paper!  

(One sentence should do it.)  The reference in the sample below is underlined.  “Although young people in their twenties are the age group hit hardest by AIDS in South Africa, the disease also devastates those from their teens to their forties.  The graph in the appendix entitled ‘HIV Infection Rates Categorized by Age’ illustrates this point. 

7.   Include the source of the information for your graph in your Bibliography (Works Cited).  Here is the MLA citation for the sample graph:
HIV Management Solutions – Statistics. HIV Management Solutions. 7 Jan. 2003, <http://www.hms.org.za/about.htm
8.  Help finding statistics:

1.  Do an advanced google search and include your topic or subtopics plus the word  “statistics” or  the word “graph”

2.  Use  Ask Jeeves or download the mega search engine Copernic at home (there is a free version available)

3.  Pick out references from your readings and use them as search terms

4.  Use the 3 Websites with Country Statistics listed below: http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/    -  U.S. Census Bureau site. Provides links to statistics on many countries. Some sites are only in the language of that country.

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/inter-natlinks/sd_intstat.htm  - Links for United Nations and International Statistics Programs.

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation/e_infonation.htm - United Nations site with statistics on member states’ geography, economy, population and social indicators.
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SOURCE:  HIV Management Solutions

IR Assessment for maps, charts, graphs

Submit a total of 2 graphic evidence organizers (any 2 maps, charts, diagrams, graphs).  With each one include:

1. The argument/evidence in your term paper you are proving

2. What form of graphic representation you chose and why (pie chart, bar graph, diagram etc.)

3. Which indicators will your legend/key shows (population by the hundred thousands, acres of rain forest, sites of battles etc)?  

4. Write the exact one sentence reference to a graph, chart, map or diagram from the body of your paper.

5.   A copy of the graphic representation with source, title & key

6.  Exact bibliographic source from Works Cited page

