PTO MEETING MINUTES 02/21/2008
I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by our President, Ms. Ayana Thomas.

II. OPENING PRAYER

The meeting began with an opening prayer by Mrs. Brockman.

III. JANUARY MINUTES - RATIFICATION
· PTO Secretary, Mrs. Ford read the minutes from the January 2008 meeting.  No ratifications to minutes were made.  Minutes were accepted as read.
IV. TREASURY REPORT
· PTO Treasurer, Ms. Monique King presented the treasury report:  
December 2007

$1,290.00
January 2008

$1,160.00, with expenditures of $130.00 during January

V. PRINCIPAL’S MINUTES

· Piston’s Scholar:   February 22, 2008.  Selected students along with a parent will be allowed to attend the Piston’s game free of charge.  The child would also participate in the pre-game activities, and a small clinic before the game.   Tomorrow, February 22 will be a Piston’s Scholar Free Dress and all students can participate

NOTE:  Parents are expected to pick their child up in a timely manner after the clinic.  The buses will not be returning to the schools.  Clinics will end at 6:00pm. 

· T-Shirts for Piston’s Scholar Day have arrived to the school and will be distributed to students on Friday morning (2/22/08).  If T-shirts were not purchased, Grove campus representative will be at Grove to sell more.

· School Fundraiser Info(scheduled for February 29th and March 1st ):

i. Picture Day - Money from this fundraiser will be used to improve our school library.

1. Purchase additional books and taller bookshelves

2. Institute a better check-in/check-out system

· Black History Month:  Thanks to all of the Kindergarten Parents who have helped out and coordinated the February events.  NOTE:  This year’s Black History month program has been re-scheduled to Thursday, March 6th so that our children could practice more.
· Art Collaborative: March 6th during the school day.  A collaborative with Cranbrook Schools at the Nevada Campus for 5th Graders.  

· Open House:  March 11th  @ 9:00am – For New Parents/Students   
· Science on the Go: March 11th @11:00.  A collaborative with Cranbrook Schools at our campus for Grades 1-5.  
· Parent Day:  March 19th 8:30am – 10:00am.  Much like Partner Day, Parents/children will have the opportunity to visit their child’s next level teacher.  5th Graders will need to visit another campus unfortunately.  Dates for the other campus will be provided at a later time.  (Perhaps have Mr. Roush from Nevada visit our campus)
· Etiquette Classes for Boys: Classes for boys will begin shortly.  Any interested parents/students should let know Mrs. Brockman know ASAP.  If there is a need for an additional girl class, please let her know that as well.  

i. Classes:  Wednesdays March 12th through April 16th @ 3:30 – 4:30pm, Cost is $75

· Father/Daughter Dance:  The Grove campus Dad’s club is sponsoring a Father/Daughter Dance Saturday, February 23, 2008.  Tickets are still available; the cost is $35 per father/daughter couple, and $5 for an additional daughter.

· Spring Break:  Spring Break – March 20th – March 28th, return to school on March 31st.
· Questions:  

i. Will referring families be given a break in tuition if a family they’ve referred attend Cornerstone?

There has been no mention of a price break from Cornerstone administration; however, we can look into probably providing an incentive in-house.

ii. Would it be possible to have a male teach our boys Etiquette Class?
It is possible, but we would need an appropriate person to do the coaching.  Whoever is selected would need to undergo a background check, verification of good character, etc…
iii. What happened to our “Learning Gizmos” day for the Science Fair?  

Will reschedule with Learning Gizmos, since the weather was so bad on the day they were scheduled to come out.  Mrs. Brockman is hoping we can save the money for another Family Math & Science Night and provide Pizza or some other refreshment.
· Remember, if there are any concerns; please drop them in the parent concerns box.  

VI. ADD-ON – MARTIAL ARTS PRESENTATION
· Mr. Jamal Hall, Detroit Martial Arts Academy, presented his Martial Arts students and their maneuvers.  Mr. Hall wishes to begin a Martial Arts class at Cornerstone-Iroquois much like what he has done at other Cornerstone locations.  Classes will tentatively be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 1 hour, Cost is $85 to start up-includes uniform, $50/month thereafter.  Classes do not require a minimum enrollment to begin.  Boys and Girls are welcome.  See Mrs. Brockman for more information.

VII. PRESIDENT’S MINUTES

· Black History Month:  
i. March 6th   – Black History Program & TASTEFEST

1. Please note change in Program Date, look for more information from your child’s teacher regarding their part in the program.

2. T-Shirts are still on sale, the sale has been extended.  T-Shirts are $15.00 and will be back in time for the program.  This is a 5th grade fundraiser.

3. TASTEFEST – All parents are asked to sign up for a dish.  Please sign up for a dish to bring, sign-up sheets will be removed 2 days prior to the event.
ii. There are 5 committees all are encouraged to join.  A signup sheet is available.
1. Finance: Ticket sales (cost determined by committee & chair)
2. Food:  arrange/display items, collecting and storing items ( chaired by 2 people):  
3. Setup:  Setup & Breakdown of Tables, etc… (Mr. Bland will work with Mr. Cole0
4. Cleaning:  Clean as we go  (All participate)
5. Hospitality & Marketing:  Greeting guests and directing them to areas (Marketing chaired by Mrs. B. Motley)
· Market Day:  We are no longer a Market Day Client.  

We received only about $260 last month due to fraudulent activity (unrelated to our faithful Cornerstone patrons).  As a result, the board felt that the 10% we receive from the sales were not worth all of the effort and headaches.  
NOTE:  Cornerstone-Nevada is still participating with Market Day, so if individuals would like to continue to purchase items, feel free for the months of February & early March.
· SCHWAN’S FOOD SERVICE:  Schwan’s will be Iroquois’ new food distributor for fundraising.  

Schwan’s has solved many of the issues plaguing us with Market Day.  We are looking to start this spring.  So, look for more information/catalogs really soon. (March 20th Kick Off)
i. Our profit is 30%

ii. They deliver to the door of our customers at no additional cost.

iii. They have a Prize Program (for all sellers)

iv. The cost appears slightly higher, at first, but the prices are very comparable to Market Day.

v. They have options of 2 catalogs to choose items from

vi. They have some items offered in a Combo format (you can select an Entrée, vegetable, deserts, etc…) which is less expensive than MD when you itemize prices.
vii. We encourage you to try Schwan’s to increase our campus fund raising totals.

· End of Year Kalahari Water Park & Resort Trip:  

i. June 6 – June 8th (two night option).

ii. Friday Night only cost is $118, 
iii. June 6th & 7th per night cost is $128 if staying June 6th as well, add $10 for the upgraded NOMAD room with a fireplace.  (Price Correction from meeting) (Also this is prior to any PTO subsidy).
iv. We will be maintaining a Master List.  This will allow parents to sign up with a deposit for their rooms and make payments directly to PTO.  Dates will be posted. (Mar 19th PTO meeting)
v. This trip will be open to our Family and Friends.

vi. Cornerstone-Nevada also has a block of rooms and they do allow call- in to the resort with a credit card.  (Please note, however, that the more rooms Iroquois has, the better chances for our own hospitality suite(s).
· PTO Scholarship & Sponsorship:
i. The PTO board has decided to start a scholarship fund for students.  This will be our legacy to our students.  Planning is underway now.  We are hoping to provide a 1 month scholarship for approx. 10 students.  Money raised this year will be used for the Kalahari Trip and the Scholarship Fund.  We welcome any sponsors and any sponsorship ideas.  
VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· 5TH GRADE MONTH - MARCH
· Look for events sponsored by the 5th grade during the month of March.  Some activities on the horizon are:
· Fish Fry (Mar 19th – PTO Meeting)
· Raffle
· 4th GRADE MONTH – APRIL SKATING PARTY
· Look for more information on this in the coming weeks.   (April 17th - see below)
· DOOR PRIZE DRAWING – sponsored by Staff
· Dionne White – Pretzels
· Tish Rosh – Pretzels
· Chevelle Downs – Kidz School Supply Kit  
· FREE DRESS for PTO will be announced by Mrs. Brockman.  (Friday, March 7th)
NOTE:  Please advise parents who are not in attendance that if their child is not on the list tonight, they will receive a phone call.  

· We will send out minutes via email and website.  Please check the PTO Website  www.geocities.com/iroquoispto , it is constantly changing.  Let us know your feedback.   
IX. CLOSING PRAYER:  Mrs. Lorie Martin closed us out in Prayer.
POST MEETING UPDATES

· 5th Graders are the Defending Champions of Meeting Attendance; with 66% participation in February’s meeting.  Who Will Challenge the 5th Grade for March?

· Omitted from the Treasury Report:  Petty Cash receipts of $165 (post $188 Movie Night Collections minus event expenses).  

· Thank you to the Kindergarten February Committee for outstanding work and record sales.  They also raised $125 in Bake Sale funds and the stand was beautiful.

· Please note March PTO Meeting Date Change:  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19TH
· 5TH Grade will also sponsor a Fish Fry Dinner Sale at the meeting.  You won’t have to fix dinner.  Look for more information soon.
· Thursday, March 20 Kick Off Spring Break with a trip to Chuck E Cheese – Troy Location.  PTO earns 15 % of all proceeds until 9 pm.  Bring the family and friends and invite the neighbors and have a great time together before the break!!  

· MARCH 20TH SCHWAN’S FOOD SERVICE FUND RAISING KICK OFF:  Just in time for the Holiday.  Don’t forget your family and friends over the holiday. Schwan’s will deliver to their front door, all over the country.  Catalog and online orders, available.

· THURSDAY, APRIL 17TH 6:15 – 8:15 2ND ANNUAL PTO SKATING PARTY:  SKATE WORLD in TROY.  Come out and bring the family and get you exercise on.  We had a ball last year and let’s do it again.  No School on Friday, the 18th.  More information and tickets to come.

Please remember that all of the fund raising goes in support of things for all of our students and staff throughout the year.  Many of our fund raisers are made to be fun and socialize and get to know each other, while raising money.  We have very ambitious goals this year with the Scholarship Fund, Kalahari subsidies, Teacher Appreciation Week and SAT Breakfast Week, in addition to our All Campus Events and necessities of our Staff.  We appreciate your support and welcome your participation.  Thank you, kindly and God Bless.
**Please note that “Updates” and (words in red parenthesis are post adjustments to the meeting).

