

Yes, it’s time for our Family Update Newsletter.  We’ve had a great year and hope this letter finds you well, happy, and coming to the close of a great year yourselves!
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NATHANIEL BRUCE JOINS FAMILY

On April 8, 2006, Nathaniel Bruce Garrett was born in a large birthing pool in the back room of the Garrett Homestead. The homebirth, well planned for and attended by two professional midwives, went smoothly, with mother and baby resting comfortably on the blue easy chair within an hour of the perfect person’s entry into this world. After a magnificent and graceful labor, Annemarie whispered words regarding the boy’s perfection and beauty. “There you are. You’re beautiful.” Whereupon she looked at the delighted dad and said, “He really is Nathaniel Bruce.” Dad agreed. While at first Nathaniel took some time to understand the use of his lungs, within a few hours his breathing and color were perfect. Baby Nathaniel began this life with hair on his head, but at the present time has merely pale blonde fuzz adorning his cranium. Currently he is scooting around the room of his birth in search of small objects to taste. One wonderful item of interest is that Kristen, one of Annemarie’s six fabulous sisters was in town at the time of Nathaniel’s birth. Says Annemarie, “It was so great to have Kristen here!” 
TESOL CERTIFICATE

April 22, 2006: Jared Garrett graduated from Brigham Young University with a teaching certificate in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages). While said certificate customarily comprises the first half of a TESOL Master’s program, see below article for further details. 

INDECISION RAMPANT IN 2006

The Garrett’s originally returned to the Garrett Homestead in Provo, Utah, with the intention of having Jared complete an MA in TESOL and perhaps thereafter move back to Alaska to teach in the Anchorage School District. Plans changed as Jared found classes and the drudgery of course requirements diametrically opposed to the sense of peace he is striving for. Through many conversations with mentor professors and between Jared and Annemarie, Jared decided to take a break after receiving the Certificate and before continuing in the MA program. Finding his sense of peace during this break (see below article for further details on ‘sense of peace’), he decided that the MA was not for him and would do his plans, hopes and dreams no good. Furthermore, it was doing the Garrett family’s holdings no good to have Jared working so little for income. When pressed, Jared declares, “A Masters in this field is for people who intend to go on and seek a Ph.D., or who intend to make a lifelong career of this field. That’s not really what I’m shooting for.” After several months of break, one mentor professor, who had been pressing Jared on the MA issue, nearly convinced Jared to rejoin the MA program. But the Spirit strongly suggested to Jared otherwise. See ‘sense of peace’ below. 

JARED FINISHES FIRST NOVEL/WINS AWARD
(Sense of peace rampant)
Throughout the end of 2004 and all of 2005, Jared had been working on starting his writing career by writing many stories and sending them to various magazines. Rejected by all, Jared has not given up. One fine evening after a babysitter read one of Jared’s fantasy stories and raved about how wonderful it was, Jared made the decision to turn the story into a book. He wrote regularly for several months, waking up at 5 AM many mornings for the purpose of working on his book. After attending a local writing conference, at which he met and became friends with a prominent and very successful SciFi/Fantasy writer, Jared pulled out all the stops and finished his first novel, a fantasy/ adventure book by the end of summer, 2006. Meantime, he had not given up on his stories and had entered BYU’s biggest creative writing contest: the Vera Hinckley Mayhew Creative Writing Contest. Jared entered three categories: Poem, Short Story General, and Short Story Specific. He won first prize with his science fiction story “Song of the Wind,” and won honorable mention for his short story “I was a Pudgy New Yorker.” Rejoicing was rampant. Throughout the year of prolific writing, a sense of dreams followed and peace complete ran rampant through Jared’s heart. While said dream is not paying the bills yet, it eventually shall. Jared has submitted his book to two publishers and has a list of agents from his successful writer friend. He is also seeking contact with a producer in the film industry for his award-winning story, “Song of the Wind.” 
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GARRETTS VISIT ZION

In the middle of October, 2006, the Garrett’s made what they hope to be a regular pilgrimage to the place of Jared and Annemarie’s engagement and honeymoon: Zion National Park. Annemarie’s regular walks with the children to Provo Public Library had served fabulously to toughen the children for the not at all grueling hike up to the famed Emerald Pools. One item of note and advice: Be sure to explain to small children that national parks don’t usually include jungle gyms and monkey bars. Hintze would like to emphasize this piece of advice. The Garrett family had a lovely picnic at the middle Emerald Pool and were able, to the boys’ delight, to see many lizards and “lots and lots of awesome sandstone.” 

THE GARRETTS ENTERTAIN THE WORLD!

How many people do you know that regularly host parties at which people from all over the world attend? Do you know Kofi Annan? President Bush? Oprah Winfrey? Well now you know such a person, or rather, people. Jared currently teaches at the English Language Center at BYU, which is an intensive English program for adult students from all parts of the globe. With Annemarie’s gracious acquiescence, the Garrett’s host a party for each of Jared’s classes every semester. The event is a highlight, with the many and varied flavors of food brought by Jared’s students a perfect addition to hours of conversation, games and movies. Fun is had by all. The children particularly love the attention lavished on them by the students, and the students clearly enjoy being able to relax and enjoy each others’ company.  
THE GARRETT KIDS IN 2006: A SNAPSHOT COLLECTION
Thomas turned six this year!  He continues to love to read.  Favorite subjects this year include Greek mythology and natural disasters.  He also fell in love with the “Can You See What I See” photograph puzzle books by Walter Wick, and loves to create stories within the puzzles.  Thomas also loves to play with Hintze and the two of them have created a veritable universe peopled with amazing creatures including Thomas’s beloved teddy bear, who is, we have come to learn, a superhero.   At This writing, Thomas’s current obsession is playing Monopoly.  
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Hintze is four!  He will soon be five and is very much looking forward to that milestone, since then he gets to participate in the “Library Kids” program.  He loves to draw and make things, especially if he can use scissors and lots and lots of tape.  He is starting to get interested in reading but prefers to practice his writing, so his mother gets to spell words for him often.   He loves to help with his baby brother and his little sister.  After a trip to the dentist, Hintze announced that he will become a dentist someday so that he can use a drill and all those other “cool tools.”   A few weeks later, however, he decided that he cannot be a dentist because all his time will be taken up with being a superhero.
Lily is two, and she’s very good at it.  She loves to follow her brothers around and try to be a part of their games.  Her favorite thing is to play with Hintze, closely followed by running around the house at top speed chasing both of her older brothers.  She loves books and she loves to sing!  She does not, however, like the song about the monkeys who tease Mr. Alligator, resulting in Mr. Alligator snatching them out of the tree.  When this song comes up at Library story time Lily activates her defenses: she burrows into her mother’s arm and shuts her eyes.  Lily is very cheerful about the idea of potty-training but slow to put ideas into action.  She loves to give hugs and to make Nathaniel smile!
Nathaniel is busy watching his brothers and sister closely to see how they do that upright movement stuff. He gets a real kick out of his brothers and sister playing with him. His sweet, huge grin is a wonderful reward! He is finally cutting his first tooth, and has experienced his first, and only we hope, ear infection. Nathaniel is a big boy; he and Lily share a diaper size. 
