WATERFORD CITY SKATE PARK CLUB
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The following is some brief information with regard to the Waterford Skate Park Club.

Waterford City Council’s Sports Development Office and Architects Department worked with local Youths involved in the three disciplines of Skate Boarding, In-Line Skating and BMX to develop the Park and also the Club. 

From an insurance point of view the existence of the Club was beneficial.

 If you would like to contact the Sports Development Officer directly with any further queries you may have, please feel free to do so (051-860855).

Re Insurance:

Our equipment suppliers were ‘eibe UK’ and they have assured us that there has never been an issue around insurance, or a situation where it has not been possible to get insurance for any of the Skate Park facilities that have been installed in the UK.

‘Zurich Insurance’ are the main agents for Skate Park insurance in the UK, but unfortunately they do not offer insurance in Ireland. I spoke at length to their Southampton Office (0044 845 725 4910) and received the following information:

All Local Authorities or similar groups who apply for insurance for a Skate Park are asked to sign a form agreeing to be bound by the following conditions;

1) INSPECTIONS

Regular weekly inspections must be carried out at the facility to ensure that the area is clear from obstacles, any vandalism is reported and dealt with, and any fouling cleaned immediately.

A record must be kept of all inspections and of all remedial actions carried out as a result of the findings of such inspections.

A Biennial Inspection must be carried out by an Engineer or qualified Surveyor (and also prior to the Opening of the Park) and these inspections recorded and signed by the inspecting engineer.

2) SIGNS

Notices must be clearly displayed at the Skate Park advising the following;

· Protective clothing appropriate to the activity must be worn

· Details of the nearest Accident and Emergency Department (a record should also be kept of all ‘notified accidents’)

· No animals or pets allowed within the Skate Park

3) CONSTRUCTION

· The surface must be smooth, no rough areas or holes

· ‘Run-off’ areas must be designed to incorporate area of travel to encourage decrease in speed (ie: ramp)

4) RISK

The following considerations must be looked at before insurance is granted:

· Quality and type of equipment

· Location – Is Park situated an appropriate distance from other play areas?

· Is ‘Noise Nuisance’ likely to be an issue (i.e.: proximity to Residential areas)

· Floodlighting – if there is floodlighting is it likely to encourage use at unsociable hours of the Park?

· Is the Park enclosed  - if so is there adequate provision made for ‘run-off’

· Maintenance – how often? Guidance notes for ‘inspectors’ must be available

· Supervision – Is the Park open for use by the Public or to be operated as a ‘Private Club’?

Waterford City Council’s Proposed Park meets all the above criteria.

The Skate Park: 


· will not be situated in a Residential area

· Will not have floodlighting to encourage use at ‘unsociable hours’

· Will be inspected regularly and records kept of inspections

· Will be constructed by a professional company to all the required standards.

Jacqui Freyne
Sports Development Officer
Waterford City Council
Waterford City Council provided a skate park, which was opened to the public in August 2002.

The total capital cost was €100,000.

It is insured with Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance. The annual premium is €25,000 with a €5,000 excess and the park must be attended at all times.    We were required to establish a club and all skaters must join, even if only for a day.  Membership is nominal, €5.00 per annum. All skaters must wear full protective clothing, helmet, knee and elbow pads etc.

                I hope this is of some assistance to you.

            Paddy Power
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