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To most people, computer hacking seems dark and dangerous and perhaps evil. But do they actually know what hacking is, or realize the potential good it may bring to our new world of information and computers? In today’s fast-paced world, information is very important. Hacking isn’t gaining unauthorized access to a system to locate and delete important information. Hacking is merely a concept that means exploration into great detail, something that amateur users do not do. To say that hacking is unethical is not true at all. Computer hacking is not unethical as portrayed by amateur computer users. In order to defend my position, I present the following reasons; security analysis, programming concept, and system maintenance. These reasons will be further clarified in the following paragraphs.


Security plays an important role in our lives where computers are concerned. It protects our valuable information and other data. But where does this security come from? Does a programmer randomly write security routines and sub-routines and arrays? Or is there a technique to it? The answer is that there is a technique to it. That’s where security analysis comes in. In order to design the most effective security program, one must know the weakness of various other operating systems and their own, and vulnerabilities inside server codes. That is the kind of deep exploration that defines hacking. The more a hacker knows about a system, good or bad, the better he or she can protect against it or for it, depending on the circumstances. The hacker must analyze the security faults on a machine before advancing on his or her own security program, and in the process, that helps everybody. 


In addition, hacking not only provides better security, it’s also a way to find dangerous programs that invade our systems under “mysterious” circumstances, specifically viruses. “Viruses have been around for three decades,” says Dr. Fred Cohen, Professor of Computer Science at University of Cincinnati. He is the creator of computer viruses, and carefully explains that no matter how “secure” a computer may be, it’s still open to various viral attacks, which further proves the importance of security analysis via hacking. 

The more technology you have does not make you invulnerable. No technology in this world is one hundred percent secure, so there are no guarantees. Instead of being attacked by people that want to necessarily harm us, wouldn’t you agree that it would be much better if it were a friendly attack by a friend, so we’d know about the weaknesses, but our data, too, would stay intact? I would think so. An example of such an attack would be the Internet Worm attack in the year 1989, also widely recognized for the presidential election. Although viruses have been out for years, there have been only minor attacks. But that significantly changed in the year 1989 when a genius designed a brilliant worm that people, at first, regarded as a virus. Eventually, it was named the “Internet Worm” that infected over 40,000 computer networks in the United States, including MIT, NASA, Pentagon (MilNet and ARPAnet). And supposedly, those computer networks were supposed to be “ultra secure,” a main point for hackers. Although in this case, some damage was done in the form of chaos, it also made us aware of the dangerous possibilities of being attacked by an enemy.

