The Epic of Gilgamesh (Page # 29)
Assignment

ANALYZING LITERATURE

Understanding the Hero and His Quest

1) What is the connection between the role of chance or accident and the theme that humans cannot attain everlasting life?

Answer:   The connection between the role of chance or accident and the theme that humans cannot attain everlasting life is: Gilgamesh lost Enkidu to death, sanctioned by the gods, as he helped Gilgamesh kill the mighty bull sent to threaten Uruk, of which Gilgamesh is the supreme ruler or king, just as an act of revenge, a way of retaliating against him because he rejected Ishtar, goddess of love. That alone, combined by the Battle of Humbaba, sent him over the edge. He lost his will to attain fame, but go after immortal life which was only granted to one man named Utnapishtim, the only survivor of an ancient flood. His Quest is for immortality, and he is seeking Utnapishtim. Things happen for a reason, and not everything can be done by humans. That’s what separates us from gods, so to speak. When he finally met Utnapishtim, he was asked a simple question: who would assemble the gods, so that he could have the eternal life? If he couldn’t stop Enkidu from getting killed, it was meant to happen. Attaining everlasting life would give him pain for eternity, something that gods do not allow.
4)   Was Gilgamesh’s quest a selfish one? Why or why not?

Answer:   Sure it was. He did not want to meet the same fate as his brother, Enkidu, for he, too, had angered the gods, especially Ishtar by rejecting her love. If he could have immortality, he couldn’t be killed.

5)   When speaking to Urshanabi, Gilgamesh says he has “gained nothing” for his trouble. Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer.

Answer:   In a manner of speaking, yes, I agree. He went through a lot of trouble to get the plant that would ensure youth and make one “young” and strong. However, when the serpent took a shot at it, it prickled it, and dropped it, thus sending it from whence it came. All that to get the plant of immortality, and now it was gone. Sure, he gained nothing. But at the very same time, I also think that he gained knowledge that no matter how hard he’d try, that plant was only meant for one person to utilize, Utnapishtim, and he would not succeed in getting it. Therefore, he let go of his never-ending quest to seek immortality.
