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1. When the fisherman discovers the bottle in his net, he rejoices because he thinks it is worth a lot of money. Based on the outcome of the tale, explain whether you think he would have been happier if he had found fish in his net rather than the bottle.

3. Considering the action the King Yunan eventually takes against the doctor, what is ironic, or surprising, about the vizier’s warning to him that “He who does not weigh the consequences of his acts shall never prosper”?
6. In The Thousand and One Nights, “The Fisherman and the Jinnee” is just one of the many tales that Princess Shaharazad tells to King Shahriyar in an effort to delay her execution. How do the situations depicted in “The Fisherman and the Jinnee” relate to the princess’s situation?
ANSWERS –

1. Well, I think he would have been happier had he found fish in his net rather than a bottle. He had no idea what was contained inside it. For all he knew or guessed, it was worth a lot of money. But undoubtedly, he himself ignored that very guess once he discovered that a Jinnee, who had been vanquished or imprisoned inside the bottle for years, had vowed to kill whosoever opened that bottle. Besides, I think he thought wisely that it wasn’t worth his life. Therefore, he fooled the Jinnee with a tale (told by him), and eventually locked him back inside the bottle, his prison for eternity, saying that since the Jinnee wasn’t willing to spare his little ‘fisherman’ life, Allah (God highly worshipped by the Islamic people; Muslims) would not spare his life, either. With that, he threw the bottle with the Jinnee inside, back into the ocean.
3. 
King Yunan’s fatal mistake was the fact that he didn’t calculate his moves, and that he acted without thinking what might happen to him if he did so. The doctor, even though he saved the King’s life, was beheaded because of a claim made by one of viziers (the villain kind), that the doctor or physician was a spy sent to kill Yunan, and that was punishable by death, so the doc is executed. Before the doc died, however, he had offered the King a book with secrets, but as soon as dies, the King opens the book. After only going through five pages, as nothing was written on the pages, he dies, for he had accidentally licked a page that was swapped with poisonous venom *duh*. Once again, the main point is that had the King spared the doc’s life, he would have lived. But since he didn’t, he met with an equal deadly fate.
6. The situation from “The Fisherman and the Jinnee” relate to Princess Shaharazad’s situation in the following way – In a way, the Fisherman in “The Fisherman and the Jinnee” relates to Shaharazad’s cleverness, as she, too, saves herself from being executed by telling tales, just as the Fisherman does. The only difference is the NUMBERS. But that’s insignificant and irrelevant here.
THE END
