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1.
“There is no happiness where there is no wisdom;


  No wisdom but in submission to the gods.


  Big words are always punished;

 
  And proud men in old age learn to be wise.”

This is the final line of Choragos, Creon’s ever agreeing advisor, at the end of the play. *relevance* It basically summarizes the moral issue in regards to Creon’s actions, and how important it is to be wise, in order to be happy. Wise men don’t make rash decisions, but think the problem out before casting the deciding vote. Man is not above the gods. Therefore, no man has the right to overrule the laws of gods; in this case, Creon, when he decides to not bury Polyneices’ body after death because he turned out to be a traitor, and punishing Antigone (with execution) when she decides to go against his “manly” law and favor the laws of the gods by burying Polyneices’ body. It’s referring to Creon’s stupidity and mistakes that lead to a tragic end, just because he is extremely proud to admit that he is wrong and his judgment is unjust. He doesn’t realize his mistakes until it is too late and by then, his whole family is dead. They die hating him. What’s the point in learning when you have lost everything that could’ve been so easy to prevent? Relations, well, let’s see. Creon is never happy to begin with because he is in constant fear of being overthrown from rule, so he makes no attempt to be wise. Polyneices turns on the Family by approaching the enemy with an offer to strike war on Thebes. However, he is still family, but Creon wants to make an example out of him, to make other “to be traitors” familiar with the kind of punishment they would be subjected to, if betrayal is an issue. He is all words and no thinking. He says things about thinking them through first. There are no particular examples of that, except that the whole thing in itself is a big example. Here are some anyway - Haimon vs. Creon; Teiresias vs. Creon, etc. No man, whether he’s king or peasant, is right to try to change the laws made the gods. It’s what can land you in a whole lot of trouble. And even if you’re right, too much pride can still hurt you, as in the case of Antigone, and though she is right and just to do what the gods would prefer, she has broken the law of the state, and it’s very unwise to talk so boldly when you know you have done something wrong in the name of the greater good, the overall good. The lessons to be learned are the following – NEVER think that you only can distinguish right from wrong. Even the wisest men can make mistakes, which is why it’s important to listen to reasons. BE open to reason “reasonably” and listen to what others have to stay. DO NOT BE too thick on pride, as it may be just the thing to cost you everything you’ve worked so hard for. Tragedies like this can be avoided by being a little wise about issues and not to be too paranoid about issues that may NOT even be issues at all. IT is a lot better to listen to wise people and rethink your position rather than being arrogant and believing that you’re the only right one and the others speak wrong, etc.
2. NOT IN ORDER –


Ismene:
But we’re only women. We cannot fight with men, Antigone.



This is significant because in this dialogue, Ismene feels inferior to men. By the line “we cannot fight with men,” she is saying that women are helpless and they can’t stand up to / against men. This is the reason why she turns down Antigone in her quest to give Polyneices a proper burial, because she considers women as weak and men as strong.

Antigone:
But if the guilt lies upon Creon who judged me, then, I pray, may his punishment equal my own.



This is significant because in this dialogue, Antigone casts a curse on Creon’s unjustness. It’s fairly shows what Antigone’s personality is like; feisty, bold, “dumb,” but honest and compassionate. She stands up to what she believes in, and has no fears about accepting the consequences of her actions. Yet, at the very same time, she also suggests that if any wrong was done to her because of her cause, and the guilty party is the state who has sanctioned her execution, he (Creon) deserves the same punishment as herself, or it is not justice. She has no problem with speaking from her heart and honesty and boldness is displayed throughout this little piece of dialogue.

Teiresias:
The only crime is pride. …The generation of kings have always loved brass.




This is significant because in this dialogue, the wise old man simply speaks the truth that no man is perfect. All men make mistakes, but good men turns around when they realize that they are wrong, and they try to correct their mistakes, and repair the evil. There is a bad man, however, who values his pride above all goodness, but it’s not him that commits the crime (pride-driven). But the pride itself. At the same time, the other sentence “the generation of kings have always loved brass,” implies that kings can’t differentiate between gold and brass because they are so much alike. But despite their similarities, they are still not the same. Because the kings don’t realize the purities that the gold can offer, but just their appearance, and brass shares that with gold in a way. Well, appearance can be deceiving.


Haimon: 
The ideal condition would be, I admit, that men should be right by instinct; but since we are all too likely to go astray, the reasonable thing is to learn from those who can teach.




This is significant because in this dialogue, Haimon, son of Creon, states the irrefutable fact that people can make judgmental errors, even biggies, so they should share their thoughts with other well-educated people and arrive at a common judgment or answer. We cannot completely justify everything we say or do, nor can anybody else. But the society must be run by a common well-thought decision, not by a single deciding vote. We can never be all correct. Learn from others, for they might know more than you, regardless of your status as a king, vizier, prince, peasant, or otherwise.

Creon:

…Snake in my ordered house, sucking my blood stealthily—and all the time I never knew that these two sisters were aiming at my throne.



This is significant because this dialogue is one of the numerous verse of the same paranoia that Creon feels about his throne and authority being challenged. He fears of being overthrown from power. In that fear, he shoots arrows (figuratively speaking) at anybody he feels, is a threat and that costs him everything. The price, too high, for a throne preserved, but without a family, it has no meaning nor purpose. He is blind throughout the play and determined to neutralize any and all “threat” to his throne, just or unjust. 
