World Civilizations -10
2004/2005
Ms. Caramagno • Room 507

	Course Description

     World Civilizations is a two semester course that covers World Civilizations from the year 1500 to modern times.  We will study some important events, cultures, and people that have shaped our world and investigate their lasting impact on our lives and the world we have today. 

Course Outline
•     Anthropology- Discovering History

•     Age of Exploration

•     Age of Social Revolutions

•     Industrial Revolution

•     Africa

•     Imperialism

•     W.W.I

•     Uncertain Peace

•     W.W.II

•     Cold War & the Modern Age

Attendance
     Regular attendance is important in order to succeed in this class.  Anytime you are absent you miss out on something important.

     To avoid Confusion and Misunderstandings, here are some policies regarding attendance:

    •    If a student is absent, it is the student's, NOT the teacher's responsibility to ask for and do all makeup work.  A list of all classroom assignments is kept in a binder at the front of the room, but the student must remember to get that information and any accompanying dittos.

    •    Students may make up their work (including exams) according to the school's policy: One day for each day of excused absence.  Certain projects and in class assignments may not be made up as they constitute class participation.

    •    Students may not make up work missed because of being tardy to class.

     •     If a student is absent for a Test or on a day a major Project is due, it is the student’s responsibility to call the teacher, Ms. Caramagno at (925) 370-6045 On or Before that day, in order to be able to turn in the assignment or take the test later.  

    •     In addition, students who are Tardy will lose 5 class participation points per tardy.

    •     Finally, students who are Tardy must stay after class as a class detention with the teacher.


	Grading Policy
     Grades are based on Class Participation, Homework, Classwork, Tests & Quizzes, and Unit Projects.  Each assignment is given a point value.  Homework and classwork are worth 50% of your grade.  Tests, quizzes and projects are worth 25% of your grade and participation is worth 25%.   There will also be a mandatory paper each semester.   Failure to complete these papers will result in an Incomplete and finally an F for the class.

Participation
     Participation is a very important aspect of this class.  You will have many opportunities to participate in discussions, interactive activities, class projects and group work.  Part of your grade for all of these will be participation which includes coming to class on time, being prepared for class, bringing your materials, contributing to class discussions, being an active member of a cooperative group and respecting the rights and opinions of others.

      Negative participation such as disruptive behavior, excessive or inappropriate talking, disrespectful attitudes, coming late to class, and lack of preparation, will result in the loss of participation points.  The participation grade is based on my observation, notes, and judgment.

Classroom Expectations
     Please follow these guidelines in this World Civilizations Class:

     •     Please be on time, in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.

     •     Be prepared by bringing all the required materials to class.

     •     Show respect to all people and property in the classroom.

     •     Do not eat, drink, or chew gum in the classroom.

     •     Remember to listen when the teacher is giving instructions.

     •     Class is dismissed when all the students are sitting quietly in their seats and the classroom is clean.

••• Inappropriate classroom behavior may result in the loss of participation points, after school detention/work detail, phone calls home, parent conferences, and /or office referral.  Please refer to the school policy on discipline for more information •••  


	Required Materials
1. Students will be required to have a Geography Notebook Binder with a pocket for papers.

    2.    Students will be responsible for bringing paper, and a pen/pencil to class every day.  Any color of pen is allowed as long as it is easy to read.

    3.    Students must have a set of colored pencils, pens or crayons, glue-stick, ruler and a pair of scissors for class projects and assignments.  The teacher only has a few of these for all her classes. 

All materials must be brought to class every day.

Assignments and Late Work
     All assignments are expected to be completed on time.  Papers are considered late when not submitted at the time they are due.  No late papers may be accepted without a parent signature and a bonus point.  Students must get their paper signed by a parent or guardian in order to be allowed to turn a paper in late.  Students will also receive a sheet with 4 bonus points for each Semester.  For each day a paper is late, one point must be attached to the paper or it will not be graded.  If the appropriate point(s) are attached, the paper will be graded without penalty.

     Big projects and Tests will not be accepted late without a phone call to (925) 370-6045 on or before the due date, explaining why the assignment has not been completed on time.

     Notebooks will be collected regularly throughout the year.  Any Notebook not turned in on time will lose 30% of the final grade.  Bonus Points may not be used to turn Notebooks in Late without penalty.

     It is also important for you to keep all of your assignments after they have been returned to you.  If, for some reason, I have not recorded your grade, or recorded your grade incorrectly, you must show me the assignment to receive credit for it.   Each student is expected to collect their work in their notebook, which must be brought to class every day.

Plagiarism

     Plagiarism is illegal and against school policy.  I will be following the school rules for all Accidental and Intentional plagiarism in school assignments.  It is the student’s responsibility to cite work correctly.
	Study Sessions
Every block day, there is a 40 minute study session.  This time comes after 1st or 2nd period.  This time is set aside for students to get caught up in their work, work on their notebooks, study for tests, and talk to me about any problems they might be having concerning World Civ.  Students can get a pass to come see me if they need to during this time, even if they do not have World Civ. that day.  This is also a time to review grades. Please use this time productively.  If you do not have any homework, please bring a book to read or something to work on quietly.  If you have nothing to do, I will provide you with something.

Need Help?
     I will be more than happy to provide you with help any time you feel you need it.  Please make arrangements with me if you need help or are having problems so that I can find a solution.  You can always talk to me on Wednesdays, during Study Hall, at the end of class or after school.  If you need to reach me in the evening or on the weekends to report your absence during a test or project day, to discuss a problem or clarify an assignment, or if you want to tell me you are going to be ill and need to get your homework, you may call me at home.  Ms. Caramagno’s  home phone number is (925) 370-6045 or e-mail her at Scaramagno@aol.com.  Please do not call before 6:00am or after 10:00pm.  Homework and assignments can also be found on the Concord High Web Page for this class.  Go to www.concordhigh.org and follow the links.

Bonus Points

     Bonus points can be earned in class in several ways including:  Turning in exceptional work, getting 100% on some quizzes, assisting the teachers and fellow students, and helping make the classroom a community.

 Bonus points can be used to buy bathroom passes, buy late work passes, buy time on the couch, be used as extra credit and to rent art supplies.


Notebooks!:

This year we will be collecting Notebooks of each students' work.  Notebooks will consist of assignments, notes writing samples, projects, photographs, dittos, student and teacher evaluations and art pieces collected in a single notebook.  It is our hope that students will be able to use these Notebooks to see their progress through the year in a more concrete form and to celebrate their learning and scholastic success.  Students will also use the notebook as a resource for the class.  Students are responsible for maintaining their Notebooks, bringing them EVERY day and keeping all their assignments in them after they have been returned.

Dear Student and Parent or Guardian

Welcome to 10th Grade History!  My name is Ms. Caramagno and I will be teaching World Civilizations this year.  We will be studying world history from the year 1500 to the present.  I have an exciting year planned for all of us full of creative writing assignments, activities, projects, multimedia instruction and even some lessons in using computers.  Students will be learning a variety of skills beyond their basic history education, including:   writing and research skills, group skills and how to work with others, complex problem solving, respecting difference in a multicultural society, and conflict management.  Its going to be a great year!

Please be aware that all Social Science classes have two mandatory research papers every year.  Our World Civilizations class will be writing a research paper each semester.  These papers are required to receive a passing grade in the class.  Any student who does not turn in either paper will receive an Incomplete on their transcript.  This becomes an F after 90 days.

Please be aware that some movies will be shown in this class.  These films are used to give students a visual reference for the topics they study as well as literary references pertaining to the different units.  The following is a list of movies that may be shown this year:  Tale of Two Cities, Zulu, Gallipoli, All Quiet On The Western Front, Swing Kids, WWII Newsreels, and The Burning Season.

Please read over the attached syllabus and sign below to indicate that you understand and are aware of my policies. Please also take the time to check the Concord Web site regularly to see what assignments your student is working on and when things are due.  NOTE:  Students will have Homework almost EVERY day.  I invite you, also, to give me your comments, concerns and feedback on your student's Social Studies Education.  

It is my goal to offer all my students whatever help and assistance they need to make this class successful.  I hold office hours in my classroom during Study Hall and Wednesdays at Lunch to help students and to give them time to make up assignments.  You can check assignments at my web page on the Concord High School Site:  www.concordhigh.org.  You can also reach me by phone at (925) 370-6045 or by e-mail at SCaramagno@aol.com.  Please call me with any concerns or comments you might have.  I do ask that you not call before 6:00am or after 10:00pm.

See you at Parent-Teacher Night, 

Sophia Caramagno

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
	Parents: Please initial to indicate that you have read and understand the important information for this class.



	____We are aware of the late work policy.

____ We are aware of the tardy policy.

____We are aware that the consequence for intentional and/or accidental plagiarism is an F on the assignment.

____ We have recorded the school web site, 

Ms. Caramagno’s e-mail and phone number for future reference.


	____We are aware we must contact Ms. Caramagno if taking a test or turning in a project late.

____ We are aware that students have homework almost every day.

____We are aware of the Mandatory Paper each semester.


Student's Name:




 Parent Name:












Please Print

We have read over the syllabus and are aware of and understand the policies for this class. 

Student Signature:




Parent Signature:





Parent e-mail:





Parent Work/Day Phone:





