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OCKE:  Rights come 


from Nature.  When we 


are born we gain these 


basic rights with our first 


breath, with life itself.  


These rig


hts cannot be 


taken away.  


 


       In the Jungle, a man 


alone is his own master.  


He can do anything he 


wants.  He can exercise 


all his rights without any 


consequences.


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


LOCKE:  Things change 


when our jungle man 


meets a second person.  


What if 


they want the 


same mango?  They  


can’t both ALWAYS get 


what they want without 


conflict.  One will cha


l-


lenge the other.  Som


e-


one will win the contest.  


People may be mostly 


good, but that last 


wicked 4% is a real 


ringer.


 


 


Force Theory


-


  Gover


n-


ment comes from the 


strongest and most cap


a-


ble person seizing 


power.


 


 


STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:  Looks at the 


local area and responds to local issues.  These gover


n-


ments handle specific needs that arise from specific unique 


situations.


 


A


RISTOTLE:  Afraid that the bad 4% of 


the population would steal all their rights, 


people band together for protection.  


Ho


w


ever, in order to keep their self rule 


and protect their natural rights, this group 


must form a Democracy 


and


 everyone 


must be the 


same


 


and


 everyone must co


n-


sider the good of the whole group over 


their own desires (ie Civic Virtue over I


n-


dividuality.  Being individual leads to sel


f-


ishness, which leads to greed, fighting, 


and the death of the community.


 


Evolutionary Theory


-


  Government comes 


from the natural


 order of the family, a 


group of similar individuals who put the 


clan first.


 


 


 


LOCKE:  But, people are individuals 


and


 


made to r


eason and choose.  So, people 


must be allowed to do so.  If security 


comes from community, but people still 


need to acknowledge 


their individuality 


and their basic rights, they must make a 


SOCIAL CONTRACT.  Then, each ind


i-


vidual agrees to give up some of their own 


power, some of their rights to the group 


and in exchange, gets the protection of the 


whole.  The individual will work to su


p-


port the group, because when the group 


thrives and is safe, the individual thrives 


and is safe.


 


SOCIAL CONTRACT THEORY


–


 Go


v-


ernment comes from the agreement b


e-


tween people to abide by the laws of the 


group in exchange for protection.


 


 


FOUNDING FATHERS:  The Constit


u-


tion is a formal social contract.  People 


give up some of their rights to do wha


t-


ever they want and agree to live by laws 


decided by the group.  In exchange they 


get the protection of the laws which keep 


that 


wicked 4% in line and don’t allow 


strength to decide every conflict as in the 


Force Theory.  This system is designed to 


work whe


n the individual is looking out 


for themselves, not the good of the group 


as with the Evolutionary Theory.


 


Locke’s Boxes:  A Graphic Guide to Constitutional Theory 


and Social Contracts


 


Nature


 


Polity


 


Society


 


Constitution


 


Federal Government


 


State Government


 


Local Government


 


CITIZENSHIP


 


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:  Looks at the big picture, 


international relations, nationwide issues of safety and 


prosperity.  The Federal


 Government oversees state and 


local governments to make sure all basic rights are being 


upheld.


 


God, Providence and all things 


unknowable.


 


Life, Liberty, and Property


 


Due Process


 


Of the People, By the People, For the People


 


Survival of the fittest


 




LOCKE:  Rights come 

from Nature.  When we 

are born we gain these 

basic rights with our first 

breath, with life itself.  

These rights cannot be 

taken away.   

       In the Jungle, a man 

alone is his own master.  

He can do anything he 

wants.  He can exercise 

all his rights without any 

consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCKE:  Things change 

when our jungle man 

meets a second person.  

What if they want the 

same mango?  They  

can’t both ALWAYS get 

what they want without 

conflict.  One will chal-

lenge the other.  Some-

one will win the contest.  

People may be mostly 

good, but that last 

wicked 4% is a real 

ringer. 

 

Force Theory-  Govern-

ment comes from the 

strongest and most capa-

ble person seizing 

power. 

 

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:  Looks at the 

local area and responds to local issues.  These govern-

ments handle specific needs that arise from specific unique 

situations. 

ARISTOTLE:  Afraid that the bad 4% of 

the population would steal all their rights, 

people band together for protection.  

However, in order to keep their self rule 

and protect their natural rights, this group 

must form a Democracy and everyone 

must be the same and everyone must con-

sider the good of the whole group over 

their own desires (ie Civic Virtue over In-

dividuality.  Being individual leads to self-

ishness, which leads to greed, fighting, 

and the death of the community. 

Evolutionary Theory-  Government comes 

from the natural order of the family, a 

group of similar individuals who put the 

clan first. 

 

 

LOCKE:  But, people are individuals and 

made to reason and choose.  So, people 

must be allowed to do so.  If security 

comes from community, but people still 

need to acknowledge their individuality 

and their basic rights, they must make a 

SOCIAL CONTRACT.  Then, each indi-

vidual agrees to give up some of their own 

power, some of their rights to the group 

and in exchange, gets the protection of the 

whole.  The individual will work to sup-

port the group, because when the group 

thrives and is safe, the individual thrives 

and is safe. 

SOCIAL CONTRACT THEORY– Gov-

ernment comes from the agreement be-

tween people to abide by the laws of the 

group in exchange for protection. 

 

FOUNDING FATHERS:  The Constitu-

tion is a formal social contract.  People 

give up some of their rights to do what-

ever they want and agree to live by laws 

decided by the group.  In exchange they 

get the protection of the laws which keep 

that wicked 4% in line and don’t allow 

strength to decide every conflict as in the 

Force Theory.  This system is designed to 

work when the individual is looking out 

for themselves, not the good of the group 

as with the Evolutionary Theory. 

Locke’s Boxes:  A Graphic Guide to Constitutional Theory 

and Social Contracts 
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