Imperialism Across the World:  Variety in Oppression

Africa-  Europeans, especially France and Britain, carved up huge territories.  They subdued native peoples with superior technology.  (Boer war, Zulu War, genocide in the Congo).  Europeans settled in the captured area and killed or enslaved natives who opposed them.  Only Ethiopia remained Independent through the cleverness of Menelik II who mastered European Technology.

Middle East-  Europeans take control slowly from crumbling Ottoman Empire.  Britain gains the Suez Canal.  European countries contribute technology, like trains and engineering advancements to bribe Middle Eastern support.  Natives concentrate on Reform, holding the Europeans at bay and massacring the Armenians.

India-  Britain moves in, seizes local governments, make puppets of local leaders, harvest labor and resources, imports advanced technology (trains, telegraph) sells goods to natives, collects taxes and builds an army to protect its trade network.  Sepoys (Indian soldiers) rebel over religious issues.  Much angry killing on both sides.  British people in India only saved by Telegraph.

China-  Drugs, opium war, broken treaties, poverty, resistance to European technology, building hatred of Europeans, failed reform, Boxer rebellion, helpless before European wickedness, rising nationalism.

Japan-  Isolationist policies lead to low technological levels.  Japan still in Middle Ages when Americans demand trade rights.  Americans set fire to Edo city to explain advantages of Technology.  Japan agrees to trade and seeks information and technology.  Japan modernizes in 30 years and becomes Imperialist power to rival Europe.  Japan seizes Korea, part of Russia and islands in South East Asia.

South East Asia-  Netherlands, France, Britain and USA divide up South East Asia, securecontrol over trade goods and military posts.  US wins Philippines in a war with Spain, takes Samoa and Hawaii to control plantations and trade.  Only Thailand remains independent through clever alliances and intelligence of King Monkut.

