Introduction to Nationalism and Imperialism  

The main cause of Imperialism was the concept of NATIONALISM and the feelings of competition that came out of wishing to prove the superiority of one's own country.

Let's look at Nationalism-

	Vocabulary Word:  Nationalism

Synonyms (Same meaning):  patriotism

Antonyms (opposite meaning): multiculturalism

Dictionary Definition: noun. 1. the belief that your country, culture, traditions, people, etc. is better than any other country. 2.  love of one’s own country and a willingness to make sacrifices for it.

Main concepts:  Total devotion.  Complete loyalty.  Superiority of one’s own country compared to all others.  Often associated with the moral obligation to improve humanity by spreading one’s own culture.

Used in a Sentence:  A strong sense of nationalism led many young people to join the army after 9/11


Nationalism proved to be of great value in uniting nations and bringing independence.  But Nationalism also had its bad side.  It could lead to disputes and wars as each nation began to develop strong feelings about honor and superiority.  In addition, strong nationalistic feelings sometimes led to a belief in "master" nations and "slave" nations.  This meant that some nations believed they were superior, or better, than other nations.  These feelings of superiority led many nations in the 19th century to adopt the system of IMPERIALISM.    

	Vocabulary Word:  Imperialism

Dictionary Definition: noun. 1.  a political system in which one country rules a lot of other countries.  2.  the desire of one country to rule or control other countries.  3.  DISAPPROVING methods by which a rich or powerful country can influence poorer countries or get political or trade advantages over them:

Main concepts:  Being a bully on an international level.  Using force and power to take advantage of weaker nations by taking their resources or deciding their actions for them.

Used in a Sentence: Many countries accuse the US of imperialism in Iraq, saying that we only invaded so that we could control their oil resources.


The word "Imperialism" refers to a system by which a country extends its power outside its own borders. Imperialism is a very old idea , and it was practiced by  the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome.  

The reason for imperialism can be summed up as follows  

1)  The desire of imperialistic nations to gain control of RAW MATERIALS they need.  Such raw material were coal, oil, rubber, tin, iron, ore, gold, and silver.  Imperialistic countries needed these raw materials to keep their factories  working.  They turned these raw materials into power like electricity and goods like furniture and clothing to be sold for a profit. 

2)   The need for MARKETS OR BUYERS in which to sell the many goods made by the factories in imperialistic countries.  

3)    Imperialist nations may also have wanted to use new territories as MILITARY BASES.  They could use these to protect trade routs and to control their conquered lands with a close military presence. 

4)     Some imperialists wanted to change the "primitive" religions of people and convert them to Christianity.  This MISSIONARY SPIRIT brought thousands of religious people to the colonies. 

5)      There was also a desire for LIVING SPACE.  Some imperialist countries were too crowded. Many citizens or colonists moved to the colonies to obtain and they would not be able to get in their mother country.  

6)      Finally there were reasons of PRESTIGE AND POWER.  Imperialist nations often sought colonies as a way of increasing their own prestige and power in the eyes of other nations.  

Imperialism certainly helped to bring about the meeting of people and ideas brought cultures together.  This is called culture contact. By this we mean the things that happen when one culture or one way of life comes into close contact with another different culture or way of life.  

Cultural Effects

Culture contact can bring bad, good or mixed consequences.  Its worst effect can be GENOCIDE (the mass-murder of a people of one culture by people of another culture.) Another possible result is ACCULTURATION. This means that the dominant or stronger culture takes over and changes the weaker culture. The people of the weaker culture accept the dominant culture in place of their own, (language, food habits, clothing, religion, etc.)  Sometimes the people of the  weaker culture are forced to live separated from the people of the stronger culture.  This is known as SEGREGATION. They may be, for example, forced to live on a reservation or in only certain parts of the country or city.  On the other hand, culture contact may sometimes result in a PLURALISTIC SOCIETY where people of different cultures live side by side peacefully.  In this situation, the rulers do not try to change or favor any one culture.  

Types of Imperialism

There are several types of imperialism.  In many areas it took the form of COLONIZATION.  Colonization is the movement of settlers or colonists to new lands.  Colonization often happens in lands which already have too many inhabitants and are seeking new places to live.  The native inhabitants of a country have to make room for the new settlers.  The interests and rights of the native inhabitants are often ignored.  Colonization was a pattern of imperialism in America, Australia and India.  

Another form of imperialism is CONQUEST AND RULE.  Sometimes this comes as a result of warfare.  The imperial power doesn't allow colonists to drive out the native inhabitants.  Instead, it governs the native people, taxes them, and opens up trade with them.  Usually this is done with the show or threat of force.  Conquest and Rule was the pattern of  imperialism in most of the islands of the South Pacific, in Southeast Asia and in much of Africa.  Sometimes a certain amount of colonization follows conquest.  This happened in the African Countries of Kenya and Algeria.  

Sometimes imperialism took the form of PROTECTORATES.  A protectorate is a land under the protection of an imperial power.  The imperial power allows the native government to go on ruling the people.  However, the imperial country takes over the defense of the people and the land and expects taxes and trade in return for this protection.  Protectorates were found in Africa, the Middle East, and in parts of India.  

Finally, there was also ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM.  In this case the imperial power does not conquer or govern.  It simply uses its power to force a country to trade with it sometimes by threatening them with violence.  Trade and money lead to control of the economic life of the weaker country.  This was the story of western imperialism in China and in Latin America. 

