Equal Protection:

"No state shall … deny to any person within its jurisdiction equal protection of the laws."  -14th Amendment

Laws must apply to all citizens equally regardless of race, creed, sex, age, etc… 

This means:

· People have a right to demand that law enforcement treat people equally.

· People have a right to be defended in court by a qualified professional.

· The Government has an obligation to legally protect people from discrimination.

Types of Laws:

Constitutional Law-  Laws that enforce or support the ideals set down in the Federal and State Constitutions.

Statutory Law-  Laws passed by a legislative body (Congress, State Legislature, the People etc.)

Administrative Law-  Rules, orders and regulations that govern the government.

Common Law- Laws based on long standing tradition or previously ruled court decisions.  Inherited from the British.

Criminal Law-  Laws that define wrongs or offenses against the public (like robbery or murder) and their punishments.

Civil Laws- Laws that apply to personal or private disputes like divorces and contract disputes. 

