Ingrid Oman Tusa

Spring 2007
Philosophy of Agricultural Education

Agriculture today is viewed in a narrow mindset to the general public as only production agriculture or more well known as “cows, sows and plows.”  Many people do not realize that agriculture is not only farming and ranching, but also so much more.  Agriculture is the food we eat, the air we breathe, and the clothes we wear.  Realizing this, it is important that the general public is educated on agriculture and how it is a growing, diverse industry that affects us all.  


Agricultural education possesses three main components including classroom and laboratory instruction, FFA and supervised agricultural experiences (SAE) all of which are critical components for students to receive the most benefit from participating in agricultural education programs.  It is the agricultural science teacher’s duty to make the connection between all three components.  

Although FFA and SAE are activities that provide tremendous opportunities for students, it is imperative that classroom instruction remains as the highest priority of an agricultural science program.  There should be a healthy balance between the classroom, FFA and SAE in order for a program to be successful.

Realizing that the general public is very uneducated regarding the agricultural industry, it is important that the agricultural science program works towards educating the community through its students and programs.  With a quality and successful agricultural education program, we can accomplish our mission of educating people about agriculture and creating successful, quality citizens for our communities and world.  
As a teacher, it is important for me to strive to make a positive impact on all students while serving as a positive and influential role model.  It is my hope to ensure that all students learn on many levels in my classroom by using multiple learning styles and a multitude of hands-on experiences.  

Page 2

