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I spent my student teaching experience working in the agricultural science department at Academy I.S.D.  This report will provide you with information regarding the cooperating center enhancement project I conducted during the ten weeks I spent at Academy High School.  The project was designing and building a gazebo with landscaping between the agricultural science building and main building at the high school.

The Concept

I decided to encourage my fifth period students enrolled in AGSC 334 Plant and Soil Science to give me some ideas on what I could do for my legacy project.  I asked them what past student teachers had done.  I also asked them to give me some background on what type of project would actually benefit the ag students and enhance the appearance of the building and benefit all students.  

The students came up with several ideas ranging from painting the classroom, building a new ag building (which of course wasn’t within my range!), repairing the city limits FFA sign, repairing the storage unit outside of the ag building, and a gazebo.  I asked students to each draw a design of their idea with ideas on what it might cost and how long it would take.  Once everyone finished, the majority of the students liked the idea of a gazebo.  Next, I had students break into two groups: a woodworking group and a landscaping group.  I had each one draw out a plan listing the sketch of the design, the type of items needed to complete their design.  They were able to use the library to research designs and prices on the internet.

Next came the funding stage.  Once we had an idea on a ballpark figure, Mr. Fleming and I decided to take the plan to the principal, Mr. Craig, to get his thoughts and approval on funding for the project.  Mr. Craig loved the idea.  We assumed the budget would be somewhere around $2000 by the time we purchased the wood and landscaping items for the project.  Mr. Craig mentioned that perhaps we could place it between the main building and the ag building so that all students could benefit from the project.  We agreed and decided to proceed with the concept!

The Plan

We evaluated the land between the main building and the ag building and found a great spot near picnic tables under a large grove of trees, just near the covered walkway that ag students use to travel on between the two buildings.  We decided this would be the perfect location for the project.

Next, we found several plans online for purchase to help guide us on the measurements we would need in building the gazebo.  We selected a basic design to go by.  Next, we contacted McCoy’s to come up with pricing on the wood we would need to purchase.  One of their representatives came to the school to visit with Mr. Fleming and I to discuss various options we would have.


We decided on a six-sided design, with two sides remaining open for students to walk on and off of the gazebo.  The sides would have latticework and perhaps benches for students to sit on at some point.  Next, we took students to Lowe’s to plan out what types of bedding plants, shrubbery, and edging and walkway products to use to landscape the area around the gazebo.

Construction

It seemed like forever before the plan was developed and the wood arrived!  Finally, McCoy’s delivered the wood and we got to work on the construction of the gazebo.  The hardest part of the gazebo was trying to get the angles on the wood to all be square with one another.  We had difficulty getting all of the sides squared.  It was important to emphasize that the foundation of the project was most important because everything would be built upon the floor.  If we were off by just a little bit on the foundation, the entire gazebo would be off on its angles.  Finally, after several days of work, the foundation was built.  The rest went quickly after that.  All classes got involved.  It was great to teach them the importance of measuring things correctly, showing them how to use the measure tapes and saws, the drills and wood screws.  I continually had to make sure they were working in a safe manner.  One of my biggest challenges in the construction phase of this project was making sure the students new it was important to do it right the first time.  Several of them just wanted to do enough to get buy, but I reminded them that this was something we wanted to last and look nice, so it was important that their work was of high quality.

First, we built the frame and built braces within the frame, and placed the decorative supports within the braces.  Next, we built the floor and the railings.  Then we added the latticework on the railings and just before the roof.  Once this was finished, we placed this portion of the gazebo on the open trailer in order to move it to the permanent location.  Next, worked on the roof for the structure.

Unfortunately, the rain was a major problem for us during the last few weeks of construction.  Every time that it would begin remotely drying out, it would rain again!  The area where the gazebo was to be placed permanently was too muddy for us to place it while I was still at the cooperating center.  Once the area dries, the students will move the gazebo and then plant the shrubbery, bedding plants, etc. that have been planned for the area.  It was disappointing to have to leave before the project was completed, but at least the project is over 75% complete and will be done by the end of the school year.

Reflection

This project was lots of work but it was also lots of fun!  It was a hard task to tackle and many of the students never believed that we would actually get it done.  We hadn’t anticipated the rain to be such a problem, but I feel confident that the project will be completed by the end of the school year.  

It was exciting to see the students get very involved and use their construction skills and creativity with the design of the project.  I feel fortunate to have the support of the school administration, my cooperating teacher and the students in the program on this project.
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