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The four canonical gospels are supposed to record the events in the life of Jesus Christ. If that's the case, why do they contain so many errors and contradictions? Believers tend not to notice the problems because they blend the stories together as a single text. If you focus on the details, though, it's clear that they aren't compatible. This is to be expected, given how long they were written after the events and because they were based on oral traditions.

Passion Week in Jerusalem: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

During Holy Week Christians are expected to devote time to the study of the passion of Jesus Christ - his suffering, his death, and his eventual resurrection which is commemorated on Easter. For something so important, it's curious how contradictory the gospel accounts are. Did Jesus ride one or two animals into Jerusalem? Was the Last Supper a Passover meal or not? How and where was Jesus anointed? The gospels don't agree on any of these events.


---  

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem with Animals: 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem had to adhere to prophecy, but which one? 

· Mark 11:2-7, Luke 19:30-35 - Following Jesus’ instructions, the disciples bring him one animal 

· Matthew 21:2-6 - Following Jesus’ instructions, the disciples bring him two animals 

· John 12:14 - Jesus doesn’t instruct the disciples at all and gets a single animal himself 

· Mark 11:7, Luke 19:35, John 12:14 - Jesus rides a single animal when entering Jerusalem 

· Matthew 21:7 - Jesus rides two animals at the same time

Jesus Cleanses the Temple: 

Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple is regarded as symbolic of the overturning of Judaism, but the gospels differ on important details: 

· Mark 11:15-17 - Jesus cleanses the Temple at the beginning of Passion week 

· Matthew 21:12-13 - Jesus cleanses the Temple during the Passion week, at the end of his career 

· Luke 19:45-46 - Jesus cleanses the Temple at the beginning of Passion week 

· John 2:13-16 - Jesus cleanses the Temple near the beginning of his career, well before the Passion

Jesus and the Fig Tree: 

Before entering Jerusalem, did Jesus curse a fig tree and cause it to wither because it didn’t have any fruit? Luke and John don’t mention this; Matthew and Mark do mention it, but don’t agree on the details: 

· Mark 11:20-21 - Jesus’ disciples don’t notice that the tree has withered until the next day 

· Matthew 21:19-20 - Jesus’ disciples notice that the fig tree withers immediately after being cursed and are amazed

Location of the Anointing of Jesus: 

Where was Jesus anointed with oil? Matthew and Mark agree, Luke does not. John doesn’t mention it at all: 

· Mark 14:3, Matthew 26:6-13 - Jesus is anointed at the house of a leper named Simon, in Bethany 

· Luke 7:36-38 - Jesus is anointed in Galilee at the house of an unnamed Pharisee

How was Jesus Anointed?: 

What part of the body was Jesus anointed on? Matthew and Mark say one thing, Luke and John say another: 

· Mark 14:3, Matthew 26:7 - Jesus is anointed with oil is poured on his head 

· Luke 7:38, John 12:3 - Jesus is anointed with oil poured on his feet

Who Anoints Jesus?: 

Who does the anointing of Jesus? Matthew, Mark, and Luke all agree, but John doesn’t: 

· Mark 14:3, Matthew 26:7, Luke 7:37 - Jesus is anointed by an unnamed woman 

· John 12:3 - Jesus is anointed by Mary

Reactions to Jesus’ Anointing: 

Jesus was anointed with expensive oil, so not everyone was happy about the apparent waste. Matthew, Mark, and John all describe different people as upset; Luke doesn’t mention this at all: 

· Mark 14:4 - “Some” reproach the unnamed woman who anoints Jesus 

· Matthew 26:8 - The disciples reproach the unnamed woman who anoints Jesus 

· Luke 7:39 - An unnamed Pharisee thinks that this is wrong because the woman is a sinner 

· John 12:4-5 - Judas Iscariot reproaches Mary for anointing Jesus

Overall Sequence of Events During the Passion Week: 

The Passion Week plays a central role in Christian beliefs, but the gospels don’t agree on the correct sequence of events: 

· Mark, Matthew - Triumphal Entry, Cleansing of the Temple, Anointing at Bethany 

· Luke - Triumphal Entry, Cleansing the Temple, Daily Teaching in the Temple 

· John - Cleansing the temple (long before Passion Week), Supper with Lazarus, Triumphal Entry, no Cleansing of the Temple


---  

The Last Supper: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

There are good reasons why Jesus' 'last supper' with his disciples has been made the subject of so many artistic projects over the centuries: here, at one of the last gatherings attended by all, Jesus delivers instructions not on how to enjoy the meal, but how to remember him once he is gone. Much is communicated in just four verses. Unfortunately, it is difficult to say with any precision what really happened at this supper because the gospel accounts all differ so much.


--- 

Was the Last Supper a Passover Meal?: 

The idea that the Last Supper was a Passover Meal, celebrating the sacrifice of a lamb to save the Hebrews while they were in captivity in Egypt, is regarded as an important connection between Christianity and Judaism. Not all gospel authors agreed on this, though. 

· Mark 14:12, Matthew 26:17, Luke 22:7 - The Last Supper occurs on the first day of Passover 

· John 19:14 - The Last Supper occurs the day before and Jesus is crucified on the first day of Passover

Jesus Predicts His Betrayal During the Last Supper: 

It’s important that Jesus be betrayed to his enemies and Jesus knows this, but when does he tell the others? 

· Mark 14:17-21, Matthew 26:20-25, John 13:21-30 - Jesus predicts his betrayal before the communion portion of the Last Supper 

· Luke 22:21-23 - Jesus predicts his betrayal after the communion portion of the Last Supper

Order of Communion During the Last Supper: 

The establishment of the communion celebration is perhaps the most important aspect of the Last Supper, so why can’t the gospels agree on the order? 

· Mark 14:22-25, Matthew 26:26-29 - The order of communion: bread, then wine 

· Luke 22:17-20 - The order of communion: wine, then bread 

· John - There is no communion during the Last Supper

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial During the Last Supper: 

Peter’s three-time denial of Jesus is an important aspect of the gospel stories, but none of the stories agree on what Jesus really predicted he would do. 

· Mark 14:30 - Jesus predicts that Peter will deny him before the cock crows twice 

· Matthew 26:34, Luke 22:34, John 13:38 - Jesus predicts that Peter will deny him before the cock crows


--- 

Judas Iscariot: The Gospel Accounts of Judas' Betrayal are Inconsistent & Unreliable

There was no option for Jesus not to be executed because without his crucifixion, he could not rise again in three days and thus save humanity. To be executed, though, he had to be betrayed to the Jewish authorities - if Judas hadn't done it, someone else would have. In Mark, the motive of greed is ascribed to Judas. Matthew agrees with Mark, but Luke claims that Judas was led astray by Satan. John, on the other hand, attributes the motivation to both Satan and a penchant for theft.


--- 

Judas and Satan: 

Christian tradition has it that Satan helped lead Judas to betray Jesus, but when? 

· Luke 22:3-6 - Satan enters and affects Judas before the Last Supper 

· John 13:27 - Satan enters and affects Judas during the supper 

· Mark, Matthew - There is no mention of Satan entering or affecting Judas

Judas Bargains with the Priests to Betray Jesus:

Judas betrayed Jesus to the high priests of the temple, but when exactly did he strike his bargain? 

· Mark 14:10-11, Matthew 26:14-16, Luke 22:3-6 - Judas bargains with the priests before the Last Supper 

· John 13:21-30 - Judas bargains with the priests after the Last Supper

Thirty Pieces of Silver: 

A popular aspect of the Christian traditions about Judas was his payment in “thirty pieces of silver.” There are problems with this, however. First, minted coins were used at this time — people didn’t “weigh out” payments. Second, “pieces of silver” had stopped being used a couple of centuries before. 

· Matthew 27:5 - Judas throws down the silver and walks away from the priests 

· Acts 1:18 - Judas uses the silver to buy some property 

· Mark, Luke, John - There is no mention of 30 pieces of silver

Field of Blood: 

Tradition associates Judas with a “Field of Blood,” but the New Testament has varying accounts on why. 

· Matthew 27:6-8 - The priests buy the field and it gets its name because they used Judas’ blood money 

· Acts 1:18 - Judas buys the field and it gets the name because his guts burst open there (though how and why this happened isn't explained) 

· Mark, Luke, John - The Field of Blood is not mentioned

Judas’ Death: 

How did Judas die? The New Testament accounts disagree on what happened. 

· Matthew 27:5 - Judas kills himself by hanging 

· Acts 1:18 - Judas falls to the ground, bursts open, and his guts spill out (again, how and why this happened isn't explained) 

· Mark, Luke, John - No mention of Judas killing himself is included


--- 

Arrest of Jesus & Denial of Peter: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

It was crucial for Jesus to be arrested and taken before the authorities, otherwise he would never have been executed, and that's that whole point of the Passion narrative. For the purposes of the story, it was also important that Peter deny Jesus in order to show Christians that even as important a figure as Peter could be weak and do the wrong thing. Unfortunately, the gospel accounts are not at all consistent in how they portray these events.


---  

Disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane: 

While Jesus waited in the Garden of Gethsemane to be betrayed, his disciples failed to show their faith - but how often? 

· Mark 14:37-41, Matthew 26:40-45 - Jesus’ disciples fall asleep three times 

· Luke 22:45 - Jesus’ disciples fall asleep just one time 

· John doesn’t mention this at all

Judas Betrays Jesus: 

A key event in the passion of Jesus is his betrayal by Judas, one of his disciples. But how does it happen? 

· Mark 14:44-46, Matthew 26:49-50 - Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss, then Jesus is taken prisoner 

· Luke 22:47-48 - Judas’ kiss is anticipated by Jesus and it’s not mentioned if the kiss occurs 

· John 18:2-9 - Judas doesn’t have to betray Jesus, who voluntarily identifies himself. Again, no kiss is mentioned

A Slave is Harmed: 

Was anyone harmed during Jesus’ arrest? 

· Mark 14:47, Matthew 26:51, John 18:10 - A slave’s ear is cut off and remains cut off 

· Luke 22:50-51 - Jesus miraculously heals the severed ear

Jesus Gives Advices on Swords: 

One of the curious incidents during Jesus’ arrest is his advice on swords and violence. 

· Matthew 26:52 - Jesus advises his disciple to get rid of swords because those who “live by the sword shall die by it.” 

· Luke 22:36-38 - Jesus advises his disciples to buy swords 

· Mark and John don’t mention swords at all

Peter’s First Denial: 

Where and how did Peter give his first denial of Jesus? 

· Mark 14:66-68, Luke 22:56-57, John 18:17 - Peter only denies Jesus to a maid 

· Matthew 26:69-70 - Peter denies Jesus first to a maid and then to “them all.”

Peter’s Second Denial: 

To whom did Peter give his second denial of Jesus? 

· Mark 14:69-70 - Peter appears to deny Jesus to the same maid 

· Matthew 26:71-72 - The second time, Peter denies Jesus to a different maid 

· Luke 22:58 - Peter denies Jesus to some unidentified man 

· John 18:25 - Peter denies Jesus to a an unidentified group described as “they.”

Peter’s Third Denial: 

To whom did Peter deny Jesus on the third time? 

· Mark 14:70-71, Matthew 26:73-74 - Peter denies Jesus to a group of unidentified people 

· Luke 22:59-60 - Peter denies Jesus to a single, unidentified man 

· John 18:26-27 - Peter denies Jesus to a single, unidentified servant

For Whom Does the Cock Crow?: 

Some gospels relate that the cock crowed after Peter denied Jesus, but how often? 

· Mark 14:72 - The cock crowed twice 

· Matthew 26:74 - The cock crowed once 

· Luke and John don’t mention a cock crowing at all


---  

Trial of Jesus: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

The trial of Jesus provides readers with a stark contrast between the figure of Jesus and the corrupt authorities, be they Jewish or Roman. This allows the gospel authors to more easily portray Jesus as a heroic figure, someone worth following. For some reason, though, the gospel authors have conflicting information about what occurred during Jesus' trial. It isn't even clear how they would have known any of the details in the first place.


---  

Jesus is Taken to the Authorities: 

Of course the soldiers who arrest Jesus take him to the authorities, but which authorities? 

· Mark 14:53, Matthew 26:57, Luke 22:54 - Jesus is taken to Caiphas, the high priest, after he is arrested 

· John 18:13-24 - Jesus is taken first to Caiphas’ son-in-law Annas, then to Caiphas (after an unknown time)

Jesus has his First Hearing: 

Jesus has a hearing on the charges, but when? With whom? 

· Mark 14:53-72, 15:1, Matthew 26:18-20, 57-68, 27:1-2 - Jesus is charged on Passover eve and taken to Pilate in the morning 

· Luke 22:13-15, 54-66 - Jesus’ first hearing occurs on Passover morning 

· John 18:28, 19:14 - Jesus’ first hearing occurs on the day before Passover

Jesus has his First Trial: 

Jesus’ trial is a central event of the Passion, but before whom was the trial held? 

· Mark 14:55-64, Matthew 26:59-66 - Jesus is tried by the whole Sanhedrin 

· Luke 22:66-71 - The Sanhedrin hold an inquiry about Jesus, but no trial 

· John 18:13-24 - The Sanhedrin don’t even hold an official inquiry; Jesus just appears before Annas and Caiphas

Jesus is Interrogated by the High Priest: 

Jesus is supposed to be interrogated as his trial, but the nature of the interrogation varies. 

· Mark 14:61 - Jesus is asked if he is the Son of the Blessed and answers “I am.” 

· Matthew 26:63, Luke 22:70 - Jesus is asked if he is the Son of God and answers “You have said so.” 

· John - Jesus is not interrogated by the High Priest

Jesus is Interrogated by Herod: 

As the man in charge of Jewish affairs, what role did Herod play in Jesus’ arrest and trial? 

· Luke 23:7-11 - Pilate sent Jesus to Herod who questions Jesus then sends him back 

· Matthew, Mark, John - No mention is made of Herod at all

Jesus is Interrogated by Pilate: 

If Jesus was interrogated by Herod, what happened? The gospels disagree. 

· Mark 15:2, Matthew 27:11, Luke 23:3 - Pilate asks if he is King of the Jews and Jesus says “You have said so.” He doesn’t answer any of the charges 

· John 18:33-34 - Pilate asks the same thing, but Jesus answers “Do you say this of your own accord?” and answers all the charges

Jesus and Barabbas: 

The scene where Barabbas is released instead of Jesus is famous, but inconsistently described. 

· Mark 15:11 - The chief priests get the people to demand the release of Barabbas; his crimes are insurrection and murder 

· Matthew 27:20 - Priests and elders get people to demand the release of Barabbas; his crimes are unknown 

· Luke 23:18-23 - The people demand Barabbas’ release; his crimes are insurrection and murder 

· John 18:40 - The people demand Barabbas’ release; he is described as a robber

Jesus is Given a Robe: 

Jesus is often depicted as wearing a robe before being crucified, but what sort of robe and why? 

· Mark 15:17, John 19:2 - Jesus is made to wear a purple robe by Roman soldiers as a sign of royalty (for which he is being mocked) 

· Matthew 27:28 - Jesus is made to wear a scarlet robe by Roman soldiers as a symbol of infamy 

· Luke 23:11 - Jesus is given a robe by Herod and his soldiers, not by the Roman soldiers


---  

Crucifixion of Jesus: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

Crucifixion may be one of the most horrible methods of execution ever invented. A person is nailed to a cross or stake and hangs there until their own weight suffocates them. The horrors of crucifixion are glossed over by the gospel authors, however, in favor of the deeper theological meanings behind these events. Perhaps that is why the gospel authors are inconsistent in describing what happened.


---  

Who Carries Jesus’ Cross?: 

In the Passion narratives, did Jesus carry his own cross or not? 

· Mark 15:21, Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26 - Jesus gets help from Simon of Cyrene 

· John 19:17 - Jesus carries his own cross the whole way

Inscription on Jesus’ Cross: 

When crucified, Jesus’ cross had an inscription — but what did it say? 

· Mark 15:26 - The inscription: “The King of the Jews.” 

· Matthew 27:37 - The inscription: “This is Jesus the King of the Jews.” 

· Luke 23:38 - The inscription: “This is the King of the Jews.” 

· John 19:19 - The inscription: “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

Jesus and the Thieves: 

Some gospels say Jesus was crucified with two thieves, though the Romans never crucified thieves. 

· Mark - The two thieves are mentioned, but there is no conversation 

· Matthew 27:44 - The two thieves taunt Jesus 

· Luke 23:39-42 - One thief taunts Jesus and is criticized by the other. Jesus promises the 2nd thief that they would be in Paradise that day, though John and Acts say he did not ascend to heaven until 40 days after his resurrection 

· John - The two men aren’t described as thieves

Does Jesus Drink Wine or Vinegar?: 

Jesus is given something to drink while he is on the cross, but what? 

· Mark 15:23 - Jesus is given wine mixed with myrrh, but he doesn’t drink 

· Matthew 27:48, Luke 23:36 - Jesus is given vinegar, but he doesn’t drink 

· John 19:29-30 - Jesus is given vinegar and he drinks

Jesus and the Centurion: 

Romans supposedly witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion, but what did they think? 

· Mark 15:39 - A centurion is cited as saying: “Truly this man was the son of God!” 

· Matthew 27:54 - A centurion is cited as saying: “Truly this was the son of God.” 

· Luke 23:47 - A centurion is cited as saying: “Truly this man was innocent.” 

· John - No centurions say anything

Women Watch the Curcifixion: 

The gospels describe several woman as having followed Jesus around, but what did they do when Jesus was crucified? 

· Mark 15:40, Matthew 27:55, Luke 23:49 - Several women watch Jesus from afar 

· John 19:25-26 - Several woman are close enough that Jesus could talk to his mother, contrary to Roman practices

When Was Jesus Crucified?: 

The crucifixion of Jesus is the central event of the Passion narrative, but the narratives don’t agree on when the crucifixion occurred. 

· Mark 15:25 - Jesus was crucified on the “third hour.” 

· John 19:14-15 - Jesus was crucified on the “sixth hour.” 

· Matthew, Luke - It’s not stated when the crucifixion starts, but the “sixth hour” occurs during the curcifixion

Jesus’ Last Words: 

Jesus’ last words before dying are important, but no one seems to have written then down. 

· Mark 15:34-37, Matthew 27:46-50 - Jesus says: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (but they use different Greek words for “God” — Matthew uses “Eli” and Mark uses “Eloi”) 

· Luke 23:46 - Jesus says: “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.” 

· John 19:30 - Jesus says: “It is finished.”

Earthquake After the Resurrection: 

Was there an earthquake when Jesus died? 

· Matthew 27:51-53 - At the moment Jesus dies, a massive earth quake strikes and opens tombs where dead people rise again 

· Mark, Luke, John - No earthquake is mentioned. No earthquake and no massive influx of formerly dead people is mentioned in any historical records, which is strange given how monumental such an event would be.


---  

Jesus' Burial & the Empty Tomb: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

Jesus' burial is important because without it, there can be no tomb from which Jesus can arise in three days. It's also historically implausible: crucifixion was intended as a shameful, horrible execution which included allowing the bodies to remain nailed up until they rotted off. It's inconceivable that Pilate would have agreed to turn the body over to anyone for any reason. This may have something to do with why the gospel authors all have different stories about it.


---  

How Long Was Jesus in the Tomb?: 

Jesus is portrayed as being dead and in the tomb for a given length time, but how long? 

· Mark 10:34 - Jesus says he will “rise again” after “three days.” 

· Matthew 12:40 - Jesus says he will be in the earth “three days and three nights...” 

No resurrection narrative describes Jesus as being in a tomb for three full days, or for three days and three nights.

Guarding the Tomb: 

Would the Romans have guarded Jesus’ tomb? The gospels disagree on what happened. 

· Matthew 27:62-66 - A guard is stationed outside the tomb the day after Jesus’ burial 

· Mark, Luke, John - No guard is mentioned. In Mark and Luke, the women who approach the tomb do not appear to expect to see any guards

Jesus is Anointed Before Burial: 

It was tradition to anoint a person’s body after they died. Who anointed Jesus and when? 

· Mark 16:1-3, Luke 23:55-56 - A group of women who were at Jesus’ burial come back later to anoint his body 

· Matthew - Joseph wraps the body and the women come the next morning, but no mention is made of anointing Jesus 

· John 19:39-40 - Joseph of Arimathea anoints Jesus’ body before burial

Who Visited Jesus’ Tomb?: 

The women visiting Jesus’ tomb is central to the resurrection story, but who visited? 

· Mark 16:1 - Three women visit Jesus’ tomb: Mary Magdalene, a second Mary, and Salome 

· Matthew 28:1 - Two women visit Jesus’ tomb: Mary Magdalene and another Mary 

· Luke 24:10 - At least five women visit Jesus’ tomb: Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Joanna, and “other women.” 

· John 20:1 - One woman visits Jesus’ tomb: Mary Magdalene. She later fetches Peter and another disciple

When Did the Women Visit the Tomb?: 

Whoever visited and however many there were, it’s also not clear when they arrived. 

· Mark 16:2 - They arrive after sunrise 

· Matthew 28:1 - They arrive at about dawn 

· Luke 24:1 - It is early dawn when they arrive 

· John 20:1 - It is dark when they arrive

What Was the Tomb Like?: 

It’s not clear what the women saw when they arrived at the tomb. 

· Mark 16:4, Luke 24:2, John 20:1 - The stone in front of Jesus’ tomb had been rolled away 

· Matthew 28:1-2 - The stone in front of Jesus’ tomb was still in place and would be rolled away later

Who Greets the Women?: 

The women aren’t alone for long, but it’s not clear who greets them. 

· Mark 16:5 - The women enter the tomb and meet one young man in there 

· Matthew 28:2 - An angel arrives during an earthquake, rolls away the stone, and sits on it outside. Pilate’s guards are also there 

· Luke 24:2-4 - The women enter the tomb and two men suddenly appear — it’s not clear if they are inside or outside 

· John 20:12 - The women do not enter the tomb, but there are two angels sitting inside

What Do the Women Do?: 

Whatever happened, it must have been pretty amazing. The gospels are inconsistent in how the women react, though. 

· Mark 16:8 - The women keep quiet, despite being told to spread the word 

· Matthew 28:8 - The women go tell the disciples 

· Luke 24:9 - The women tell “the eleven and to all the rest.” 

· John 20:10-11 - Mary stays to cry while the two disciples just go home


---  

Jesus' Resurrection & Ascension: The Gospel Accounts are Inconsistent & Unreliable

Christians point to Jesus' resurrection as one of the things which distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. After all, the founders of other religions (like Muhammad and Buddha) are all dead; Jesus conquered death. Or did he? For something so important and central to the message, theology, and very nature of Christianity, it's curious that the gospel authors would all have such radically different stories about what happened.


---  

Jesus’ First Resurrection Appearance: 

The resurrection of someone dead is an important event, but the gospels don’t seem to know where and when Jesus first appeared. 

· Mark 16:14-15 - Jesus appears to Mary Magdalena but it’s not clear where (in older endings of Mark, he didn’t appear at all) 

· Matthew 28:8-9 - Jesus first appears near his tomb 

· Luke 24:13-15 - Jesus first appears near Emmaus, several miles from Jerusalem 

· John 20:13-14 - Jesus first appears at his tomb

Who Sees Jesus First?: 

· Mark - Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalena then later to “the eleven” 

· Matthew - Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalena, then to the other Mary, and finally to ”the eleven” 

· Luke - Jesus appears first to “two,” then to Simon, then to “the eleven” 

· John - Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalena, then the disciples without Thomas, then the disciples with Thomas

Women’s Reactions to the Empty Tomb: 

The gospels agree that the empty tomb was found by women (though not on which women), but what did the women do? 

· Mark 16:8 - The women were amazed and afraid, so they kept quiet 

· Matthew 28:6-8 - The women ran away “with great joy” 

· Luke 24:9-12 - The women left the tomb and told the disciples 

· John 20:1-2 - Mary told the disciples that the body had been stolen

Jesus’ Behavior After His Resurrection: 

If someone rises from the dead, his actions should be significant, but the gospels don’t agree on how Jesus first behaved 

· Mark 16:14-15 - Jesus commissions “the eleven” to preach the gospel 

· Matthew 28:9 - Jesus lets Mary Magdalene and another Mary hold his feet 

· John 20:17 - Jesus forbids Mary to touch him because he hasn’t ascended to heaven yet, but a week later he lets Thomas touch him anyway

Doubting Jesus’ Resurrection: 

If Jesus rose from the dead, how did his disciples take the news? 

· Mark 16:11, Luke 24:11 - Everyone doubts and/or is scared at first, but eventually they go along with it 

· Matthew 28:16 - Some doubt, but most believe 

· John 20:24-28 - Everyone believes but Thomas, whose doubts are eliminated when he gets physical proof

Jesus Ascends to Heaven: 

It wasn’t enough that Jesus rise from the dead; he also had to ascend to heaven. But where, when, and how did this happen? 

· Mark 16:14-19 - Jesus ascends while he and his disciples are seated at a table in or near Jerusalem 

· Matthew 28:16-20 - Jesus’ ascension isn’t mentioned at all, but Matthew ends at a mountain in Galilee 

· Luke 24:50-51 - Jesus ascends outisde, after dinner, and at Bethany and on the same day as the resurrection 

· John - Nothing about Jesus’ ascension is mentioned 

· Acts 1:9-12 - Jesus ascends at least 40 days after his resurrection, at Mt. Olivet


---  

[HE DOESN’T MENTION PAUL’S TRADITION]

