The Blind Leading the Blind

Mrs. Wolfe

Name _________________________ Period _______ Date ___________

Objective:  To put together a puzzle – in a slightly different way.  Students will work in groups of three.  Each group will need a director, an assembler, and an enforcer.  Your teacher will tell you who will perform each role.

Directions:  Obtain a blindfold and a puzzle.  DO NOT OPEN THE PUZZLE UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO DO SO.  Blindfold one member of the group.  This person will be the assembler and will put the puzzle together.  ONLY THE ASSEMBLER MAY TOUCH THE PUZZLE!  The person who helped tie the blindfold will be the director.  This person will give VERBAL directions to the blindfolded person, but they may NOT touch the puzzle at all.  The director is NOT allowed to position pieces, touch the blindfolded person, tap the table, or do anything other than give verbal directions.  The remaining person is the enforcer.  At this time, the enforcer should move to a different group as assigned by the teacher.  This person is to watch the assigned group to be sure they don’t cheat!  

Note:  The blindfolded person and director must sit opposite one another.  The enforcer should sit to the side of them and make sure the other two stay “legal.”  See diagram below.
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Winner:  The winner will be the group that CORRECTLY assembles their puzzle WITHOUT CHEATING in the shortest amount of time.  There is a prize for the members of the first, second, and third place groups!

Questions: 

1. What problems did you notice when trying to assemble the puzzle?

2. What strategies were used in the group?

3. What did you hear/see other groups doing differently?

4. Why did we do this activity?  What did you learn?

