Mystery Lab

Mrs. Wolfe

Name ______________________________ Period ______ Score ____/10

Objective:  To understand the difference between an observation and an inference.

Introduction:  Visualize yourself in a friend’s home where you notice a safe in the master bedroom.  The safe is thick, made of steel, and appears to be locked shut.  You wonder what’s inside.  What would you do to figure out what’s inside?  In this lab, you will try to infer the contents of each container by making observations.

Pre-Lab Questions

1. How can you make observations about an object that you can’t see?

Procedures:

1. There are 12 stations around the room.  

2. Rotate through each station (30 seconds at each station).

3. Make observations about the MYSTERY object inside the container.  YOU CANNOT OPEN THE CONTAINERS!!  

4. Record your observations in the data section below.  

Data:

Station One:


Station Four:


Station Seven: 

Station Ten:

Station Two:


Station Five:


Station Eight: 


Station Eleven:

Station Three:


Station Six:


Station Nine: 


Station Twelve:

Post-Lab Questions:

1. Use your OBSERVATIONS to INFER the identity of the mystery object at each station.  (The list of possible mystery objects are posted on the overhead).  Write down your guess at the identity in the space below.  

Station One:


Station Four:


Station Seven: 

Station Ten:

Station Two:


Station Five:


Station Eight: 


Station Eleven:

Station Three:


Station Six:


Station Nine: 


Station Twelve:

2. What is the difference between observation and inference?

