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INTRODUCTION

Our goal is to rescue, rehabilitate, and relocate confiscated animals to their natural habitat, and to prevent trafficking in animals.  About 75% of the animals can be liberated.  The remainder go to approved zoos or to a rescue center located in their natural  habitats, where they may live in semiliberation.   

We work in coordination with governmental authorities to encourage enforcement of laws and confiscation of animals kept in illegal and unhealthy situations.  We also coordinate with other NGOs that share our goals.  We also educate the community through radio and television, and community presentations to prevent trafficking, and encourage reporting of wild animals in captivity.

Once animals are in our care, they are first treated in our veterinary clinic in Quito for any injuries or illnesses.  When they are healthy enough, they go to the appropriate rescue center.  At the Rescue Center, the animal will gain strength by having an appropriate diet, and will learn the skills it will need to survive in the wild.  For example, birds must learn to fly if they have been in cages that are too small.  Carnivores must learn to hunt and eat their prey.

When an animal is ready for release it is taken to an appropriate wild place and released.  Animals that cannot be released remain at the center or are placed in the least restrictive environment available, according to the needs of the individual.

THE RESCUE CENTERS

We have two Rescue Centers – Santha Martha and Segundo Opporunidad. Both are located in the Andes about one hour from Quito.  Both centers are completely self financed on land donated by the center operators.

Centro de Rescate Santha Martha 

The Santha Martha Center is located on the Hacienda Santha Martha, which is an operating dairy farm owned by Jhonny and Brenda Cordoba.  It has been a rescue center for about two years, since the owners were horrified to discover 19 monkeys being sold in their local market, and determined to save them. Since then, 15 hectares of the farm has been converted into Rescue Center as the need has grown.  The live-in assistant manager in a native speaker of English.

The center is home to a puma and a wildcat that cannot be liberated.  It is also the base for the rehabilitation of another ocelot and two young Andean Bears – a female cub less than one year old and a male about 4 or 5 years old.  The center also houses many monkeys, birds, and marsupials.  

The center needs a larger cage for the bear cub, and there are plans to build a 2 hectare bear refuge for use in rehabilitation and for bears that cannot be released.  They also plan to build a cave to house nocturnal animals and an interpretive center on nocturnal animals.

Volunteer Activities

Volunteers will feed animals and clean and repair cages.  In addition, they will help build new cages and improve existing facilities to provide more natural environment for the birds and animals.  Santha Martha Center needs to build another rehabilitation cage for the bear cub, and to enable the rescue and rehabilitation of additional bears.  There are plans to build a 2 hectare bear refuge and a cave to house nocturnal animals.
Volunteers are needed to gather food from the forest for animals in reintroduction, introduce the food to the animals, monitor progress, consult with the biologist, and, under supervision of the biologist and center staff, teach the animals how to eat and other behaviors they need to know in the wild. Volunteers at the Santha Martha Center will ordinarily work about six to eight hours per day, depending on the projects they are involved in.

In the community near the Centro school teachers want help teaching English and there is an opportunity to work in the community doing environmental education.

Santa Martha is located near many popular tourist destinations such as Chimboraza, 

Centro de Rescate Segunda Opportunidad 

Segunda Opportunidad is smaller than Santha Martha, and takes small animals and babies.  It has been a rescue center for about three years.  Segunda Opportunidad is less than one hour east of Quito, but is significantly warmer.  It is near a small community that has all facilities, including hot baths fed by a nearby volcano. The manager, Marjory Chiriboga, lived in the United States for 35 years, and speaks excellent English.

Segunda Opportunidad takes small animals and babies.  The cages are located near the house, permitting special care for the young animals, many of whom are fed baby formula to replace the milk of the mothers they have lost.  The center has larger cages in an area away further away from the house.  The center needs more cages to house increasing numbers of animals. 

Volunteer Activities

At Segunda Opportunidad, volunteers are required to work only about two or three hours per day, to help with daily chores.  However, they may work all day on new cages and improvements to the center, at their option.

SPECIES

The rescue centers take every animal authorities confiscate, mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians.  Typically, the Centers have monkeys (most commonly squirrel, capuchino, chorongo, aullador), birds (most commonly parrots, parakeets, eagles, and falcons), reptiles (tortoises, snakes, caimans),  and mammals (kinkajou (cusumbos), ocelots, jaguaroundi, pumas, and Andean bears).  The most trafficked groups of animals are primates, birds, reptiles, and amphibians.    The Santha Martha Center has a puma and an ocelot that cannot be liberated and two Andean bear in rehabilitation.

The inventory changes regularly, as animals are liberated and others come in at a rate of about 2 per day.  However, to give a general idea, the inventory at Segunda Opportunidad on August 25, 2003 was as follows:

Common name
 
Scientific name


Gender

Boa                         

Boa constrictor 


9 indeterminate

Tortuga tapaculo        
Kinosternon leucostomum           
3 indeterminate

Tigrillo                       
Felis pardalis                               
1 males  2 females 

Gavilán                     
Parabuteo unicinctus                   
1 females

Aratinga                     
Aratinga erythrogenys                 
2 indeterminate

Amazona                  
Amazona autumnalis                 
1 indeterminate

Guacamayo                
Ara severa                              
1 indeterminate

Guacamayo                
Ara ararauna                               
1 indeterminate

Guácharo                   
Steatornis caripensis                    1 indeterminate

Olingo                        
Olingo                                           1 female

Barizo                       
Saimiri Sciureus                           
10 indeterminate
Zongo Zongo      

Callicebus cupreus                   
1 female
Most of the animals (90%) that arrive at the rescue centers are from the Amazon region of Ecuador, because that is where many colorful birds and monkeys are captured for sale.  The remainder are from the Andes, with the occasional tortoise from the Galapagos.  However, we hope that trafficking of live animals from the Galapogos has been stopped now.

ANIMAL RESCUE

In the Quito area, the police will respond to reports of wild animals being held in captivity or trafficked.  They bring in an average of two animals per day.  

In the rest of the country the animals wait for us to arrange their rescue.  There are many more animals in need of rescue than we have the time and money to save.  It takes a lot of paperwork and beaurocratic arrangements, then a full day with 3 or 4 staff members, and costs about $200, to rescue an animal.  We respond to the most serious cases, giving priority to bears, which are an endangered species.

When we rescue an animal or animals, we take adequate cages and medical supplies, and meet with representative of the Ministry of the Environment and the local police. We go together to the place where the amimals are being held, and take the animals.  The animals are checked by the veterinarian, species, gender, and age recorded to the extent possible, and they are released to our care by the Ministry of the Environment.  They are then transferred to the appropriate rescue center with instruction for care from the veterinarian.  Animals in need of special care will go to the veterinary clinic in Quito.

The frequency of rescue efforts depends entirely on available resources.  With the help of volunteers, we hope to be able to rescue more animals in the coming year.

REHABILITATION

The purpose of the center is to return animals to the wild.  To this end, most animals are in rehabilitation.  This means that we handle them as little as possible, and try to avoid letting them get too accustomed to people.

For some animals, the rehabilitation process is more complex than others.  The large mammals are perhaps the most difficult.  As of this writing (October 2003) we have two Andean Bears and a wildcat in rehabilitation.  

The bears must learn to eat all the foods they will encounter in the wild.  Thus, we go to the forest to find these foods and introduce them to the bears.  If they do not understand how to eat the foods, we will teach them, step by step. Th e wildcat is a predator, and must learn to hunt.  TO accomplish this, he must be offered small animals that would be his natural prey in the wild.  Again, if he does not instinctively hunt the animals, we must lead him to that behavior.  The rehabilitation is supervised by the foundation’s Biologist and on site staff.

When the animals are ready, they will be taken to appropriate wild places and liberated.  The large mammals will be tracked by radio collars or GPS collars to ensure that they adapt to the wild and intervene if necessary.

About 75% of all animals at the Centers are liberated.  Most of the others are placed in ¨semi-liberation¨ in their natural habitat.  A few (like the puma and the adult female wildcat at Santha Martha) can not be liberated and remain at the Center. 

LOGISTICS

Volunteers may begin at any time. We will meet in Quito on a designated day.  Unless you make special arrangements, we will meet at the Dino Veterinary Clinic in the La Floresta neighborhood. The street address is: Barcelona 311 y Tolosa.  It is easiest to take a cab from your hostal, which in most cases will be less than $2. 

We can recommend hostels for your first night(s) stay, depending on your preferences.  It is possible to get a nice room for under $10. A taxi from the airport to anywhere in Quito costs about $5-7.  

From the clinic we will accompany you to the Centro.
Capacity

We currently accept up to four volunteers at the Santha Martha Center, and two at Segunda Opportunidad at any given time.  Exceptions can be made for family groups.  We request that volunteers at Santha Martha stay for at least two weeks.

Costs: The usual contribution is $100 for the first two weeks, and $40 per week therafter.  We make special arrangements with volunteers staying longer than two months.

Included in the price are:

► Accommodations (see below)

► Training

►  Supervision by English speaking staff

►  Transport from Quito to the rescue center. 

►
Partial food
►  Participation in the project activities as described above

Not included in the price are:

►  Passport / Visa (if required for your nationality)

►  Transportation to and from Quito. 

► Some food, as specified in meals section below

►  Travel and cancellation insurance

►  Medical expenses. 

►  Personal expenses like telephone, internet, and souvenirs.

►   Personal excursions 

Accommodations

Volunteers at Segunda Opportunidad will have private bedrooms in the main house with the station director.  The house is equipped with a complete kitchen, and bathrooms with hot showers.  There is a telephone in the house, which can be used for receiving calls and for local calls.  Any long distance or oversees calls can be made by arrangement with the Director or from offices in town, about a ten minute walk away.  Internet is also available in town.

At Santha Martha, volunteers live in a separate house, with a bathroom, shower, kitchen and sitting area outside.  There is no electricity as of this writing, but electricity will probably be provided before the end of 2004.  Phone and internet are available at the house by arrangement with the Director.

Meals

Fully furnished cooking facilities are available at both rescue centers.   The kitchen is generally stocked with most basics, such as rice, flour, beans, sugar, salt, and pepper, and spices.  We have found that preferences vary greatly, and it works best for volunteers to buy and prepare food acccording to their preferences. We recommend that volunteers contribute to a food kitty and share cooking duties.

Insurance

All participants should carry both travel insurance and cancellation insurance. The insurance should fully cover for all medical, rescue and repatriation costs. We cannot accept any liabilities that could have been covered by travel insurance or cancellati​on insurance.  

Communications:
Both center have phones, where family and friends may call volunteers, although at the Santha Martha Center the phone in not in the volunteers’ house, so calls should be scheduled or messages can be left.  The Santha Martha Center also has internet in the home of the Center Manager, which may be used by arrangement.  At Segundo Oportunidad, internet facilities are about a 10 minute walk away.  Both centers have cell phone service.

Requirements

There are no special qualifications to participate in this project. We need enthusiastic, hardworking people who care about wild animals.  Volunteers must have a working knowledge of English or Spanish. The minimum age is 18 years, except for participants who are part of a family group. 

You must be very flexible, as the number, species, and needs of the animals change constantly.  We try to create as natural an environment as possible for the animals.  We therefore ask that volunteers maintain a calm, quiet atmosphere and without music, shouting, or other loud human noise near the animals. 

WHAT TO BRING

The following items are necessary:

( Valid passport

( long trousers, t-shirts, and long sleeved shirts (preferably in fabrics that dry quickly)

( sleeping bag 

( small rucksack for daily activities

( any medicines you need

( good flashlight (with spare batteries)

( sunscreen and insect repellent

( rain gear

The following are recommended:

( dictionary: spanish/your language, your language/spanish

( pocket knife

( first aid kit

( sunglasses and cap to protect against sun

( alarm clock

( camera and film or digital cards 

( binoculars 

EXTRA INFORMATION

Electricity

110-120 Volts

Tips

Tipping is limited to places catering to foreigners.  In these establishments, a 10% service charge and 12% IVA are usually included in the bill, precluding any need to tip further.

Health

Volunteers should be vaccinated against tetanus and tuberculosis.  No other diseases are known in the areas of the Centers.  However, you should contact your local health authorities or personal doctor at least six weeks before departure on health precautions that are officially recommended for a stay in Ecuador. 

Currency

The official currency of Ecuador is the US Dollar.  ATMs are readily available in Quito, and travelers checks can be cashed at most banks.

Passport and Visa

People coming from most countries automatically receive a free 3 month visa upon entry.  This is extendable to six months.  To be certain about requirements for your country, check with your booking office about this on requirements for your nationality. 

Language

The official language in Ecuador is Spanish. As in most of the Andes, some Quichua words are in common usage.  Very few local people speak English.  We have both Spanish and English speaking staff at both centers.

Altitude

The altitudes in Quito and in the study area are not high enough to be dangerous. However, some people suffer some mild symptoms of altitude sickness upon arrival.  These may consist of headache, extreme thirst, diarrhea, fatigue, disrupted sleep, and nightmares.   These symptoms usually pass within a few days. The best remedy is rest and drinking lots of water.  Most volunteers should have recovered completely by the time they go to the field site.

Water

As always when travelling, water that is perfectly safe for local residents is not recommended for visitors.  Therefore, we strongly recommend boiling drinking water or using purification tablets.  It is probably wise to filter water, as well. 


