“The Great Lawsuit. Man versus Men.  Woman versus Women” (Published in the Dial, 1843)

In this article for the Dial, which was a transcendentalist newspaper, Fuller calls for the equality of women in society.  It is here that she begins to attack the laws of men that restrict women from moving up in society.
Summer on the Lakes (Published in 1843)


Upon her return from a tour of the Midwest with some of her friends, Margaret Fuller embarked on an account of her experiences.  This piece of literature is not to be valued for its factual nature, although one could very well do that.  The true essence of this book lies in its “poetic impression of the country at large (Myerson 1).”  There is much sympathy for the plight of the Indians and their treatment by the white man.  Fuller also described the Western imitation of the East at the expense of their own unique lifestyle.  She describes the natural beauty around her in very detailed passages.  With this work, Fuller gained recognition not only as an author, but also as a literary critic and essayist for the New York Tribune.
Complete Text
Woman in the Nineteenth Century (Published in 1845)


This book is the continuation of the above mentioned article.  This is Fuller’s best-known work and the only one that is more available to students.  Fuller takes the opportunity to attack the two-faced ideals of men, ideals that have hindered the woman’s improvement in society while allowing for blacks to finally achieve their rights.  She states that it is unfair for men to say that women are unable to conduct certain affairs simply because they are physically or emotionally unable (Myerson 1).  The book is a clear and bold statement of women’s rights and was the catalyst which helped bring about the Seneca Falls Women’s Convention three years later (Bois 1).
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