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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY

In 1854, the Know Nothings, Free Soilers, and the Whigs joined together to start the Republican Party.  In 1856, they ran John C. Fremont for President but lost.  In 1860, they ran Lincoln and won.  What did they believe about “promoting the general welfare?”

1.  They set about helping American industry by pushing for 

     high tariffs on foreign made goods so Americans would buy 

     American products.

2.  They set about limiting the spread of slavery.

3.  They pushed for the passage of the Homestead Act which 

     would give 160 acres of free land to any U.S. citizen over 

     21 years of age who lived on the land for five years.

The Republicans controlled the government for most of the years from 1860 until 1912(all but 8 years).

THREE MINOR PARTIES

Socialists-basically believe in taxing the rich and giving the 

money to the poor.

Populists-believe that all big business should belong to the government or at least be heavily regulated by government.

Libertarians-want to dismantle most of the government and do away with any laws that regulate personal freedom(legalize marijuana and prostitution).

