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Today’s Lesson Title: THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE UNITED STATES-part II-Last time we focused on how political parties got started in our country.  Today, we will look at the other parties that have formed over the last two hundred years of our history.

DEMOCRATS

By 1824, they had dropped the Republican part of their name.

They ran the government for the most part from 1828 until 1860.

THE WHIGS

The country experienced its first economic depression in 1837.  The Democratic Party, led by Martin Van Buren didn’t do much to help the economy and a new party was started by Daniel Webster and Henry Clay called the Whig Party.  It was a pro-business party.  They got their one and only President elected in 1840 but William Henry Harrison died 30 days after he was inaugurated President.  The Democrats won back the White House in 1844 on the promise they would annex Texas into the United States.

THE 1850s

The Know Nothings-was a party started by the Nativists-they were very anti-immigration.  They wanted to keep America Anglo-American(English speaking).

The Free Soil Party-were anti-slavery(not because they thought African-Americans were their equals but because they didn’t want to compete for jobs with cheap slave labor-they said slavery drove down wages).  They also wanted the government to give public lands away for free so poor people could make a new start in the west.

