97

But after the Bill of Rights were added in 1791, they began to support the government and Thomas Jefferson joined the party.

By the election of 1796, the party was being referred to as the Democratic-Republicans.  What did they believe about “promoting the general welfare?”

1.  That any intelligent person, rich or not, well educated or not 

     could lead the country.  They tended to believe all “white 

     people” really are equal.

2.  They believed in a small, weak, and inexpensive Federal 

     government.  

3.  And because of Jefferson’s influence, they tended to side 

     with the French over the English in foreign policy.

The Federalists won the Presidency in 1796 but after John Adams got the Alien and Sedition Acts passed most ordinary Americans began to believe Federalists were “elitists” and turned against them.  In 1800, Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans got control of the Federal government and kept control until John Quincy Adams became President in 1824.  

SO HOW WELL DID THE DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICANS DO?-because Jefferson believed in small, weak, and inexpensive government, he allowed the U.S. Navy to almost rot.  This lack of military protection tempted the English to abuse us every chance they could.  Government services didn’t work very well(the postal system) because there wasn’t enough money.  On the other hand, they heard ordinary Americans’ cry for cheap public lands and Jefferson purchased 

Louisiana for 4 cents an acre.

