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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE UNITED STATES part one-nowhere in the U.S. Constitution does it say anything about political parties.  And yet, no one can be elected without belonging to one.  Today’s lesson will explore how parties got started and the ideas promoted by various parties over our two hundred year history.

1788-1796

In the beginning there were no parties-just individual government leaders with strongly held ideas.  Washington ran unopposed both times he  was elected President.  Even so, various strong personalities in his administration were beginning to form set ideas about how to best promote the “general welfare” of “we the People.”

THE FEDERALISTS

In the Presidential election of 1796, the political parties began to make themselves known.   Alexander Hamilton, Washington’s Secretary of the Treasury  and Vice-President John Adams emerged as the leaders of the Federalist Party.  What were their ideas about “promoting the general welfare?”

1.  They believed in a strong central government.

2.  They believed in rule by the “elite”-the financial elite-a few 

     wealthy American families and the cultural elite-a few well

     educated American families.

3.  They were continually worried about “mobocracy”-rule by

     the mob.  This fear caused them to push continually for 

     strong law and order(little personal freedom for the masses).

THE ANTI-FEDERALISTS

At first, they refused to vote for the new constitution of 1787.

