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All town business in small towns is usually conducted in one small building called the “town hall.”  You pay your utility bill there.  You pay any fines you owe there.  Usually there’s a small jail to temporarily hold anyone until the county sheriff can pick them up.  There may be a small meeting room where open town council meetings are held.

LARGER MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATION

In larger municipalities business is conducted out of city hall.  Municipal services are delivered and maintained through departments.  Typically, cities provide the following services:

POLICE DEPARTMENT-usually in a separate building that contains the jail, municipal court(where you can argue over municipal fines before you pay them), traffic court, etc.  It is also where you go to get your first drivers license(in small towns).

STREET DEPARTMENT-they take care of fixing the streets, street signs, and traffic lights.

WASTE DISPOSAL DEPARTMENT-they take care of the garbage pickup, sewage treatment plant, and the storm sewers along the streets.

WATER DEPARTMENT-they keep the water flowing.

UTILITIES DEPARTMENT-you go there to pay your gas and electric bill.

ANIMAL CONTROL-they round up stray pets.

