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Today’s Lesson Title:  MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS-are town and city governments. How municipal governments vary across the state mainly has to do with the size of the town and city.  Certainly a town of 500 would have different needs than a city of 500,000 like Tulsa.  Today, we will focus on how town and city governments are organized and the services they provide.

A LITTLE HISTORY

We Americans are really good at creating government.  Our abilities have come out of frequent practice.  Every time Americans moved a little farther west onto the frontier they had to re-invent local government.  So we got a lot of practice.

HOW ARE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS ORGANIZED ?

It all has to do with size.  Towns of 1500 or less usually elect a part-time mayor and city council(of 3 or 4 members) to sign paychecks and oversee the day to day operation of the towns services.  Towns of 1500 up to 50,000 have elected mayors and city councilors but the day to day operations of the municipal government are managed by a hired City Manager.  The City Manager hires and fires city employees, manages garbage pickup and street repairs,  oversee maintenance of municipal parks and directs the purchasing of city vehicles(fire trucks, police cars, vehicles used by the street department etc.)  Cities larger than 50,000 are run by a fulltime elected mayor and city council.

SERVICES PROVIDED BY MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

Towns with less than 1500 keep the number of services to a few essentials.  They provide water, garbage pickup, a couple of policemen, street repair,   animal  control,  and  traffic  court.  

