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Today’s Lesson Title: COUNTY GOVERNMENTS

Oklahoma has 77 counties.  The largest is Osage County and the smallest is McIntosh County.  All 50 states are divided into counties, but Louisiana calls their counties parishes.  How are Oklahoma counties organized?  What do county agencies provide in the way of services?  These are some of the questions we’ll answer in today’s lesson.

THE COUNTY SEAT-refers to the town where a county’s government agencies are located. Usually it is the largest-most centrally located town in the county but not always. Most county services are administered from offices in the County Courthouse-again usually the largest building in the small town.

WHAT SERVICES ARE PROVIDED BY COUNTY GOVERNMENTS ?

The County Sheriff-has responsibility for enforcing the law outside of the towns in rural areas.  The sheriff’s department enforces the speed limit and investigates all crimes not located in the towns in the county.  Usually the sheriff has somewhere between five and twenty deputies depending on the size of the county.  The sheriff  is an elected official.

County Records-are kept by the County Court Clerk’s offices.  Records of marriages, divorces, adoptions, and wills are kept by the counties in the Court Clerk’s offices.  Also, all real estate deeds(houses or farms) are kept in the Courthouse.

County Assessors-are the officials who collect property taxes for the public schools located in the county.  They  must assess the value of all real estate and set the appropriate tax on it.

County Courts- are  managed  by an elected county judge who 

