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Today’s Lesson Title:  WHERE DID AMERICANS GET THEIR IDEAS ABOUT FREEDOM AND FAIRNESS?  As Americans were on the verge of declaring their independence in the summer of 1776 there were many ideas in America about what freedom and democracy really mean.  It took one of their fellow Americans-John Adams from Massachusetts- to focus their thinking:

“Let us study the law of nature;  search into the spirit of the British Constitution;  read the histories of the ancient ages; think about the great examples of the Greeks and Romans.”

What did he mean by the “law of nature?”  Is there a natural way for humans to live?  If there is, what is the natural way?  In the summer of 1776 Americans had to answer that question for themselves.

THE AGE OF REASON-THE ENLIGHTENMENT-is what we call the period from about 1650 until 1790.  European writers and thinkers encouraged people to use their minds-to reason thoughts and ideas out to logical conclusions.  Humans have certain natural rights.  Any reasoning person knows that.

John Locke-inspired Americans more than any other writer of the period.  He wrote “the purpose of government is to serve the needs of the people-not for the people to serve the government.”  Further he wrote, the only natural and reasonable kind of government is representative government where the people elect representatives to do their voting for them.  And finally he said humans have natural rights:

“the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of property.”  In other word the natural condition of man is to live, live free, and to prosper!

